
www.desertaidsproject.org

desertcharities.com

pa
ge

 52

WALTER
CLARK 

pa
ge

 10

FRANK
GOLDSTIN

pa
ge

 6

SARAH G.
CLAPP

pa
ge

 2
1

DARREN
DIESS

October/November/December 2018

Page 6

November 7, 2018
12th Annual Awards Luncheon
Agua Caliente Resort Casino

Rancho Mirage, CA

Showcases and Celebrates Six
Leading Valley Philanthropists

Desert Communities Chapter is an AFP Ten Star Chapter
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www.thevalleysdentist.com

74133 EL PASEO SUITE D, PALM DESERT, CA 92260

760-346-8056     www.TheValleysDentist.com

9 CLEANINGS

9 ZOOM TEETH WHITENING

9 IMPLANT SUPPORTED CROWNS

9 IMPLANT SUPPORTED DENTURES

9 CROWNS

9 BRIDGES

9 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

9 VENEERS

9 GUM LIFTS

9 SLEEP APNEA APPLIANCES

9 SNORING APPLIANCES

9 BOTOX FOR CLENCHING/GRINDING

9 INVISALIGN

9 FULL MOUTH RECONSTRUCTION

9 SEDATION

services

“The Dell’Acqua Smile,  
  Because You Deserve It”

MEET DR. DELL’ACQUA 

General and Cosmetic Dentist

A graduate of the prestigious University of the Pacific School of Dentistry in San Francisco, she has a private 

general dentistry practice in Palm Desert, California, with an emphasis on cosmetic and reconstructive 

dentistry. She has been at the same location for 21 years, serving the valleys residents.

Known for her smiles dubbed “The Dell’Acqua Smile”, Dr. Dell’Acqua is a brilliant artist who uses her innate 

ability to create natural and believable smiles with crowns and veneers. Her technical skills are unsurpassed, 

with the combination of the two giving her the edge in this cosmetic dental industry.

http://www.TheValleysDentist.www.thevalleysdentist.com
http://www.TheValleysDentist.www.thevalleysdentist.com
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Eve Fromberg-Edelstein
(760) 320-2804 • Eve.fromberg@gmail.com
Eve Fromberg-Edelstein is a local attorney and partner 
with the Palm Springs based law fi rm of Fromberg, Edelstein 
& Fromberg.  She specializes in nonprofi t organization 
counseling and advisement. Ms. Fromberg-Edelstein 
was formerly CEO of Smile Factory, a local nonprofi t 
organization. 
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Andrea Carter
(760) 285-6828 • andrea@andreacarterassociates.com
A veteran in the PR industry, Andrea Carter has 18 years of 
results-oriented experience in marketing, advertising and 
public relations. Carter was named as one of Palm Springs 
Life’s ‘40 Under 40’ Rising Young Professionals to watch in 
the Coachella Valley in its October 2010 issue.
www.andreacarterassociates.com.

Lea Goodsell
(760) 774-2999 • lea@goodsellgroup.com
www.goodsellgroup.com
A Vice President at Renova Solar, Lea is also a freelance 
writer who has her fi nger on the pulse of the Coachella 
Valley.  She has served on several non-profi t boards and has 
called the Desert home for almost 20 years.

Mary Guinane
(712) 281-5623 • mary@twacopywriting.com
Mary Guinane, owner of The Write Answer, has been a 
freelance fundraising copywriter for fi fteen years. She’s 
provided compelling online, direct mail and collateral copy 
to engage donors and raise millions of dollars for regional, 
national and international organizations

Alison Elsner
(760) 413-5053 • AllAlis@aol.com
After graduating in political science from USC, Alison worked 
for U.S. Senator Pete Wilson in Washington D.C., Governor Pete 
Wilson and Governor Gray Davis in Sacramento, California, 
for 16 years. She then served as the Associate Director of the 
Family YMCA of the Desert, Executive Director of the United 
Way of the Desert, and owner of AEPR Public Relations fi rm. 
She is currently the  Executive Director of the San Bernardino 
County Medical Society.

Noelle Furon
(760) 296-2201 • nfuron@drd.us.com
With over 10 years of experience in marketing, Noelle has 
worked with non-profi ts in the health and recreation fi elds, and 
currently works as the Marketing and Public Information Offi  cer 
for Desert Recreation District/Desert Recreation Foundation. 
After graduating with a degree in Public Administration, Noelle 
worked in the healthcare industry and did freelance writing for 
websites and other marketing purposes.  She currently works 
as the Marketing and Public Information Offi  cer for Desert 
Recreation District/Desert Recreation Foundation.

The premier news magazine and website 
dedicated to Philanthropy and charitable

giving in the Desert Cities

Steve Tolin & Kristin Peterson
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www.wildestgreens.com

CONTRIBUTORS

DeAnn Lubell-Ames
(760) 831-3090 • Lulubell24@aol.com
DeAnn is a prize-winning writer widely respected throughout 
Southern California as an expert in negotiations, marketing, 
event planning and productions, as well as social and visionary 
strategy development.  She has represented non-profi ts and 
businesses in resort areas along both coasts of the USA for more 
than three decades.

Cara Van Dijk
(760) 668-2424 • carav@dc.rr.com
Cara Van Dijk is a writer and communications consultant, 
who has held positions in media that include television 
reporter, commercial producer and video-journalist. She has 
worked in the Coachella Valley for more than 12 years.

Jeff  Hocker
(760) 409-1530 • jeff hocker1@gmail.com  
Jeff  is an executive producer, vice president of marketing, 
publicist and broadcast journalist. He represents clients 
throughout California who need special attention to detail 
including: City of Palm Springs, Spa Resort Casino, Palm 
Springs Gay Men’s Chorus and California Desert Chorale.
He has lived in Palm Springs since 2001 and has owned his 
own fi rm since 2005. 

Lynn Hawks
(760) 863-2200 • Lynnhawks@circletake.com
Lynn Hawks,  Producer, show host of Experts & Authorities; 
co-owner of Circle Take Media, a 15 year old Video 
production company.  Has a passion for helping small 
business tell their story eff ectively using fi lm and video.

Madeline Zuckerman
(760) 328-2880
madeline@zuckerman-marketing.net
Madeline Zuckerman, owner of Madeline Zuckerman 
Marketing & Public Relations Inc , a full-service Marketing 
Communications Company located in Rancho Mirage.

Fulfi ll your fresh food fantasies! 

 • Fresh Salads • Sandwiches • Flatbreads
• Dai ly  Bott led Organic Cold-pressed Juices 

• Wel lness Shots • El ix i rs
• Organic Wines,  Beer,  Teas & Coffees

• Cappuccinos & Lattes
• House-made Kombucha On Tap

• Healthy Desserts  (No White Sugar or White Flour, Ever! ) 
 

     Cater ing to a var iety of  eat ing sty les:
      • Gluten-free • Dairy-free • Paleo
       • Vegan • Organic • Macrobiot ic

NOW OPEN!

72990 El Paseo, #3  •   Palm Desert
760-636-0441

WildestGreens.com

     Cater ing to a var iety of  eat ing sty les:
      •

       •

     Cater ing to a var iety of  eat ing sty les:     Cater ing to a var iety of  eat ing sty les:

http://www.wildestgreens.com
mailto:Lynnhawks@circletake.com
mailto:hocker1@gmail.com
mailto:Lulubell24@aol.com
mailto:carav@dc.rr.com
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On Wednesday, November 7, 2018, the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals CA (AFP), Desert Communities 
Chapter, will host its 12th Annual National Philanthropy 
Day ® In The Desert at Agua Caliente Casino Resort 
Spa in Rancho Mirage, California.  Each year, this day 
of  recognition honors philanthropists, businesses and 
organizations who generously support our community. 
The AFP, Desert Communities Chapter, believes that 
philanthropy benefits not only our communities, but 
enriches and empowers the entire global community.

“Changing The World With A Giving Heart” will take place in 
the Grand Ballroom of  Agua Caliente, commencing 
at 11:00 a.m. with a reception, followed by the awards 
luncheon, and concluding by 1:30 p.m.  

Harold Matzner, notable Valley Philanthropist and 
Owner of  Spencer’s Restaurant, will be this year’s 
National Philanthropy Day® In The Desert Presenting 
Sponsor and Honorary Chair.   Patrick Evans of  CBS 
Local 2, who is one of  the six distinguished 2018 
honorees, will serve as Emcee for the Awards Luncheon.   
  
“This is a day when we pay tribute and celebrate those 
who give so generously of  their time, talents, skills, and 
financial resources,” stated Sarah G. Clapp, President 
of  the Association of  Fundraising Professionals CA, 
Desert Communities Chapter.

This year’s distinguished honorees are role models who 
embody the meaning of  philanthropy:

OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPISTS
JILL AND BARRY GOLDEN
Jill and Barry Golden have demonstrated exceptional 
generosity in this community.    They are two 
passionate, caring people who have transformed 
many lives.  Since moving to the Coachella Valley in 
2003, the Goldens have immersed themselves in their 
community, supporting numerous organizations, 
through both philanthropic support and volunteerism. 
Their generous financial support of  more than 20 
organizations totals an astonishing $ 7.1 million.  Jill 
is a driving force for change, especially for the under-
served in our Valley.   The Goldens’ extraordinary 
generosity led them to donate a significant gift to 

support the Loma Linda University Children’s Health 
Pediatric Outpatient Pavilion.  Jill and Barry Golden’s 
generosity flows from hearts that recognize so much 
more can be achieved working with and inspiring 
others than working alone. 

OUTSTANDING FUNDRAISING 
VOLUNTEER – PATRICK EVANS
Patrick Evans is a familiar face, not only due to 
his on-air celebrity as Chief  Meteorologist at CBS 
Local 2 News, but also because he is one of  the 
most popular emcees at fundraising events in the 
Valley.  Patrick generously donates his time and 
talent to a wide range of  community organizations, 
including for the past ten years Guide Dogs of  
the Desert and YMCA of  the Desert.  His nightly 
show “EYE ON THE DESERT” is a popular 
forum for promoting fundraising events and 
raising the visibility of  nonprofits.  In 2014, the 
City of  Palm Springs recognized Patrick’s generous 
contributions by awarding him the 366th star on 
the Palm Springs Walk of  Stars.  The depth of  
Patrick’s commitment to nonprofit organizations 
in this region is unparalleled.   

OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATION, 
PHILANTHROPIC CORPORATION,
OR CIVIC/SERVICE ORGANIZATION
WALTER CLARK LEGAL GROUP
Walter Clark is an unassuming philanthropist 
who keeps a low profile about his many personal 
contributions to organizations. His firm, The Walter 
Clark Legal Group, is a respected law firm with a 
deep commitment to serving the community. Walter’s 
personal involvement with numerous charities has 
inspired his entire firm to have a profound impact 
on the region.  His firm’s highly successful Charity of  
the Month program has helped raise awareness, along 
with financial and volunteer support, for dozens of  
nonprofits.  In addition to supporting several causes 
through the firm’s website and direct donations, 
The Walter Clark Legal Group sponsors events, and 
continues to use various media platforms and its video 
production studio to shine a light on organizations 
that might otherwise struggle to be visible.

OUTSTANDING NONPROFIT FOUNDER – 
ROBERTA KLEIN OF READ WITH ME
Roberta Klein founded Read With Me in 2004, with 
a mission of  “assisting children from low-income 
households, with limited English speaking environments, 
to develop their full potential of  learning to read, 
comprehend, and speak English, while understanding 
people truly care about them as individuals.”  What 
began at one location, Mecca Elementary School, with 
about 50 to 100 volunteers, has grown to more than 
700 volunteers serving twelve schools in the Coachella 
Valley and two in Washoe County, Nevada.  By utilizing 
one of  our country’s most under-recognized assets, 
retired educated adults, this organization is helping our 
most under-developed future asset, disadvantaged 
young children, to achieve a love of  reading and the joy 
of  learning to last a lifetime.    

OUTSTANDING YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY 
COACHELLA VALLEY YOUTH GRANTMAKERS
With the support of  The Community Foundation 
and the local community, the Coachella Valley Youth 
Grantmakers was created in 2014 to empower youth 
to address issues important to them by participating in 
grant making.  High school students are recommended 
by their school counselors, must carry at least a 2.8 
GPA, are service-minded, exhibit leadership potential, 

By Madeline Zuckerman

Sarah G. Clapp, President of the Association of  
Fundraising Professionals CA, Desert Communities Chapter

Judi Olivas, Co-chair of  the 2018 National 
Philanthropy Day in the Desert

Gailya Brown, Co-chair of  the 2018 National 
Philanthropy Day in the Desert

Harold Matzner, Honorary Chair and Presenting 
Sponsor of  National Philanthropy Day

12th ANNUAL NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY®

IN THE DESERT NOVEMBER 7, 2018
Event To Recognize Six Honorees Who Are
“Changing the World With a Giving Heart”
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make a participation commitment through their senior 
year, and are proud to represent the youth in their 
community.  These students become agents of  change, 
develop leadership skills, and experience practical 
hands-on service.  No other program in our two-county region 
offers this experience for our youth.   To date, over 15 local 
organizations have received grants from the Coachella 
Valley Youth Grantmakers.  

OUTSTANDING FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONAL
TIM EVANS, CFRE, CEO OF THE 
UNFORGETTABLES FOUNDATION
Guided by a higher power, humanitarians reach out to 
help other people, putting the welfare of  others fi rst.  Tim 
Evans is such a man. Tim became Founding Chaplain of  
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital in 1990.  Tim 
has served as a Christian Pastor and Chaplain for 35 years. 
He founded The Unforgettables Foundation 20 years 
ago, which provides at-risk families funds to give their 
child a timely and dignifi ed funeral.  The Unforgettables 
Foundation has donated $4 million, assisting over 1,000 
Coachella Valley families, and over 6,000 families in 
Riverside, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties with 
fi nancial assistance. Poignantly, Tim proposed creating 
the Desert Communities Chapter of  AFP, convened the 
fi rst chapter meeting and served as fi rst Chapter President 
and Chair of  its fi rst National Philanthropy Day® Awards 
Luncheon.  

Harold Matzner commented “Every year, National 
Philanthropy Day® In The Desert honorees inspire and 
move me with their devotion to the causes they support!  
Collectively, their generous gifts of  time, talent, and 
fi nancial support have served the entire Coachella Valley 
and made it a better place for all of  us to live.” 

Leading Underwriters for this year’s National Philanthropy 
Day® In The Desert include Presenting Sponsor and 
Honorary Chair Harold Matzner and Award Sponsors 
H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation, and Wells Fargo. 
Luncheon Sponsors include Bank of  America, College of  
the Desert, Peggy Cravens, Desert Care Network, Helene 
Galen and Jamie Kabler, Loma Linda University Health, 
The Coeta and Donald Barker Foundation, Union Bank and 
Madeline Zuckerman Marketing & Public Relations, Inc.   
Table Sponsors include Boys & Girls Clubs of  Coachella 
Valley, California State University San Bernardino, Palm 
Desert Campus, The Community Foundation, Desert 
Arc, Eisenhower Health, Family YMCA of  the Desert/
Sally Simonds, First Foundation Bank, Hot Purple Energy, 
The Living Desert, Morgan Stanley, Olive Crest, Ophelia 
Project, Pacifi c Premier Bank, Palm Springs Animal 
Shelter, Pathfi nder Ranch/Fromberg Edelstein Fromberg 
Law, Regional Access Project Foundation, UCR, and The 
Unforgettables Foundation.

Desert Sun Media Group is this year’s Presenting 
Newspaper Sponsor. Additional Media Sponsors include 
PALM SPRINGS LIFE, ALPHA MEDIA, KESQ 
Channel 3 and CBS Local 2 First Alert Weather Team, 
and DESERT CHARITIES NEWS.

Early bird tickets are on sale online for $75 per person.  
After October 15th, individual registration will be $125 
per person, space permitting.  Tables of  ten can also 
be purchased for $1,200. For Registration and event 
information please visit www.afpcadesert.org or contact 
Event Co-chair Judi Olivas at 760-989-4211 or at Judi@
onefuturecv.org 

Founded in 1960, the Association of  Fundraising 
Professionals is the professional association of  individuals 
and organizations that generate philanthropic support 
for a wide variety of  charitable institutions, advancing 
philanthropy through its 33,000 members in 243 chapters 
throughout the world. The AFP Desert Communities 
Chapter currently boasts a membership of  100 fundraising 
professionals within the Coachella Valley.

OUTSTANDING FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONAL 
TIM EVANS, CFRE, CEO OF THE 
UNFORGETTABLES FOUNDATION

OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPISTS 

JILL AND BARRY GOLDEN

OUTSTANDING FUNDRAISING VOLUNTEER 
PATRICK EVANS

OUTSTANDING YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY

COACHELLA VALLEY YOUTH GRANTMAKERS

OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATION, 
PHILANTHROPIC CORPORATION, OR
CIVIC/SERVICE ORGANIZATION

WALTER CLARK LEGAL GROUP

OUTSTANDING NONPROFIT FOUNDER 

ROBERTA KLEIN OF READ WITH ME

2018 National 
Philanthrophy Day 

Honorees

http://www.afpcadesert.org


MORE THAN EVER,  
COACHELLA VALLEY NEEDS  
DESERT AIDS WALK

1  HIV TESTING  Because in 2017 Desert AIDS Project found 31 people in 
Coachella Valley who did not know they have HIV, and linked them to lifesaving care.

2  ACCESS TO MEDICATION  Because getting and keeping viral loads below a  
detectable level keep people healthy and stops HIV transmission.

3  PrEP WORKS!  Because PrEP is available and taking just one pill a day will stop you  
from getting infected with HIV.

4  NEW INFECTIONS  Because gay men continue to be the highest group with new  
HIV infections, and it impacts black and Latinx men in our region most.

5  TRANSGENDER HEALTH  Because our transgender friends are impacted by HIV more 
than almost any other group. They suffer from stigma and discrimination, and they struggle to find 
quality medical clinicians with expertise to serve them.

6  FIGHT STIGMA  Because somebody has to meet our communities where they’re at,  
be real about life, and provide non-judgmental education and linkage to services.

7  HIV ISN’T OVER   Because the HIV epidemic isn’t over but the end is in sight if we  
keep up the effort.

8  STILL COMMITTED  Because D.A.P. and all of us walking and supporting the  
Desert AIDS Walk shows that our shared commitment has not wavered one tiny bit. 

9  EPIDEMIOLOGY  Because if you stop the effort to end an epidemic so close to  
the finish line, that epidemic will explode again.

10  AGING WITH HIV  Because people living with HIV are living longer but coping  
with age-related complications and illnesses earlier, and they need critical services and  
support to survive.

1 1  RECOVERY COMMUNITY  Because substances like crystal meth are too common  
in our community and it enables HIV to spread much quicker. Critical services are needed to help 
people stop using and stay healthy.

DESERT AIDS PROJECT’S DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY HEALTH, BRUCE WEISS  
RECENTLY REFLECTED ON WHY, MORE THAN EVER, THE COACHELLA VALLEY  
NEEDS THE DESERT AIDS WALK.
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OUR COMMUNITY IN ACTION

OCTOBER 20 / 2018

Desert AIDS Walk20
18

COMMUNITY. ACTION. IMPACT.

PRESENTED BY

www.desertAIDSwalk.org

12  DON’T STOP NOW!  Because you don’t run a race and quit just before the finish line.  
We are close to an end to this epidemic and we aren’t going to quit now!

13  NEW RISK GROUPS  Because we are still seeing higher rates of new infections in the 
Coachella Valley among gay seniors and Latinx gay males under 30.

14  PrEP EDUCATION & ACCESS  Because too many people still don’t know about PrEP.

15  EDUCATING MEDICAL PROVIDERS  Because some medical clinicians in  
our region don’t want to talk to their patients about HIV, their sexual history, or about PrEP.  
D.A.P. built a critical program to educate area doctors, and it is working!

16  NO JUDGMENTS!  Because there are medical clinicians who remain judgmental  
and negatively biased about HIV care and prevention, D.A.P. needs to offer our community  
supportive and comprehensive services.

17  ACCESS TO CARE  Because for someone living with HIV, obtaining medical coverage for 
doctor visits, labs and prescriptions is often too complicated. That’s why D.A.P. provides services to 
help people get covered and stay covered.

18  WE REMEMBER  Because I am old enough to remember when I watched people die, and 
had to go into people’s houses to clean and do basic chores when they couldn’t walk or get out of 
bed. Because we are close to bringing the end to this epidemic, continuing to remember those we 
lost, and saying “never again.”

19  HIV AWARENESS  Because there is a whole generation of young people who came up  
not knowing the horror of watching loved ones die, and because I don’t want to see them live with  
a virus that could have been prevented with multiple strategies.

20  COMMUNITY  Because this is my family, my community, my people. I re-dedicate  
myself each and every Desert AIDS Walk to fight to end new HIV infections and to keep HIV positive 
people healthy.

http://www.desertAIDSwalk.org
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Event producer Frank Goldstin, whose company is 
known as MOMENTOUS, is behind some of  the valley’s 
most notable annual galas and fundraising events. Clients 
include The Living Desert, Mizell Senior Center, United 
Way, Cancer Partners, and Desert AIDS Project, among 
many others. Recently, Desert Charities News sat down 
with Frank for an exclusive chat on what it takes to make 
today’s events successful, impactful, and most certainly—
Momentous. 

DCN: Frank, you’ve been in the valley for six years now, 
and from the looks of  the events calendar and season 
ahead, it sure seems to be a busy one for you. 

FG: It really is, and I have to say how honored I am to 
be here in our community doing the work that I do for 
so many great and important organizations. It’s really 
wonderful to be a part of  this very special valley. 

DCN:  As an accomplished event producer, what’s your 
methodology when it comes to delivering high profi le 
events for your clients? 

FG: It’s interesting—I was having this very conversation 
with a client recently. For me, my go-to is to start with the 
strategy behind the event and to clearly identify, both from 
fi nancial and reputational standpoints, what my client is 
looking to achieve. For example, with the fi rst annual 
Passions Ball for CancerPartners in 2017, it was critical 
that the event establish their new brand identity as they 
had recently transitioned from a long history as Gilda’s 
Club Desert Cities. 

The creative and concepting process stems from that, 

so that it aligns with the organization’ brand and 
elevates their growth. The rest then really fl ows 
naturally into the event marketing, design, 
production, entertainment and overall formation 
of  the program.  

I truly believe that the business side of  what 
I do as an event professional is even more 
important than the traditional elements one 
would expect my fi rm to deliver. At the end 
of  the day, I suppose that’s my added value. 

DCN: You’ve been producing events for 
almost 30 years. Share with us what types of  
services you provide your clients.

FG: When I work with a client, I offer a great deal 
of  advisory at every step. My goal is to provide an all-
encompassing suite of  strategic event services. That way, 
my clients have one point of  contact for all of  their event 
needs, from providing and managing detailed fi nancials to 
strategy, creative and marketing, event structure and run 
of  show, environments and décor, advanced technical 
production, entertainment and show creation, catering, 
and total event management and logistics. Not only does 
this streamline internal processes, but it also translates into 
a great cost savings for them. Most importantly, it allows 
my clients to concentrate on areas most important to 
them, such as interfacing with donors and guests without 
ever having to be concerned about the execution of  their 
event. 

DCN: So, let’s go back to the 2018-2019 event season. 
What do you have in store for us?

FG: I’m super excited about this season of  events. Each 
and every one will be exciting, unique and different, and 
truly signature to its organization. Highlights include the 
Passions Ball for CancerPartners, Everyday Heroes 
Awards for Desert AIDS Project, Opening Night for 
Modernism Week, Mizell’s Stars Among Us Gala, the 
Zoobilee Gala for The Living Desert, and the United 
Way Gala, to name just a few.

DCN: You’re involved in producing other types of  events 
in our valley as well, right?

FG: Yes. Although fundraising and gala events make up 
a great portion of  my business, I still do a number of  
corporate events and very special social parties as well. 
Plus, I’m fortunate to travel with some of  my corporate 
clients to do their special events out of  town. I always feel 
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elevates their growth. The rest then really fl ows 
naturally into the event marketing, design, 
production, entertainment and overall formation 
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Frank Goldstin



Page 11Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.comOctober/November/December 2018

it keeps me fresh and allows me to bring great ideas and 
experiences back to the valley for clients here. It’s the best 
of  all worlds. 

DCN: How can you be reached for a consult?

FG: The best way to reach me is at
760.273.5050 or Frank@GoMomentous.com 
I enjoy talking with many organizations about 
their events and I’m always happy to discuss new 
opportunities and partnerships. 

mailto:Frank@GoMomentous.com
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CVSPIN is an acronym for Coachella Valley 
Serving People in Need.  With one man’s idea 
and two employees, CVSPIN has raised more 
than $3,250,000 since 1999.  The sole purpose of 
this charity is to raise money for other Charities, 
to help them with their missions, and to make 
the Coachella Valley a wonderful place to live, 
raise a family and enjoy the best that our region 
has to offer.  

CVSPIN is the fruition of an idea that came 
to Tim Esser over 20 years ago. What began in 
1999, with 400 riders has blossomed into two 
Global events – First, The Tour de Palm Springs 
in February.  Then building upon its’ success, a 
second ride was conceived to honor those who 
sacrifice so much for the Liberty and Freedoms 
that we enjoy each and every day- The Patriot 
Ride for our Heroes in October. 

If you are thinking Community, almost 1500 
volunteers strong from all walks of life and every 
age contribute long hours to help stage these 
World Class events.  To stage these two World 
Class events, we need “Pillars of the community” 
to join in our efforts.  We are humbled by so 
many wonderful people from the community 
that step forward when called to serve.  Needless 
to say we would not be able to stage these 
global events without our volunteers.  We love 
our Volunteers!

Let us introduce you to the 
Best Little Charity in the 

Coachella Valley 

Continued on page 73

By Michael Stearns
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www.palmdesert.ucr.edu/support/

SUPPORT 
EDUCATION, CREATIVITY 

AND DISCOVERY

F
or one night each October, 
hundreds gather for a very 
special, elegant one-of-a-
kind dinner gala under the 
stars Andreas Canyon in Palm 

Springs, the ancient home of the Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians.

The evening begins with a sunset 
cocktail reception at the Andreas 
overlook, followed by an elegant 
dinner under the palm trees, 
entertainment and a live auction. 
More than 400 attendees will enjoy an 
evening of hospitality, while supporting 
educational outreach programs that 
reach thousands of school children 
throughout Coachella Valley.  

Dinner in the Canyons is unique 
among the myriad of blockbuster 
fundraising galas that take place each 
season throughout the Coachella 
Valley. While all have in common the 
elements of elegant décor, delectable 
gourmet cuisine, and show-stopping 
entertainment, there is something very 
different about experiencing those 
same elements outdoors under the 
stars in the natural beauty of Andreas 
Canyon in the Indian Canyons.

Out of respect for this sacred ground, 
Dinner in the Canyons is the only 
such evening event the Tribe allows 
in the Canyons. Décor for the event 
showcases the natural beauty of the 
land, panoramic views, centuries-old 
rock formations, indigenous plants, 
and towering palm trees that comprise 
one of the largest Washingtonia filifiera 
palm oasis.

CANYONS
DINNER

Gala Under the Stars 
Shines Spotlight on Education

Dinner in the Canyons
Saturday, October 6, 2018

WWW.ACBCI.COM/DITC

IN THE

http://www.palmdesert.ucr.edu/support/


The New Agua Caliente Cultural Center 
in downtown Palm Springs scheduled to open in 
2020 will feature a new cultural museum and spa & 
bathhouse. The project includes numerous outdoor 
activity spaces, including a gathering plaza adjacent 
to the Agua Caliente Hot Mineral Spring, originally 
known as Sec hé (the sound of  boiling water), which 
serves as a commemorative focal point for the new 
development. Here, Tribal Members and visitors can 
celebrate community, history and pay respect to the 
life-giving waters that shaped the Palm Springs region.

From the gathering plaza, visitors will be able to access 
either the cultural museum or the spa & bathhouse 
along landscaped terraces and pathways that serve as 
an extension of  the gathering plaza. An interpretive 
green belt – the oasis trail – meanders through the 
property and provides an interactive, cultural learning 
environment. This trail recreates, on a smaller scale, 
the distinctive character, geology, fl ora and beauty of  
the nearby Indian Canyons, one of  the ancestral homes 
of  the Agua Caliente.

The new museum includes approximately 48,000 square 
feet and will feature collections in a main gallery and 
changing gallery. The new 
museum, a repository for 
cultural artifacts, stories 
and history, will also 
include an education 
center, multipurpose 
room and garden.

The spa includes 
approximately 40,000 
square feet to celebrate 
the ancient healing 
waters of  the Agua 
Caliente Hot Mineral 
Spring with treatments 
rooms, men and 
women’s bathhouses, 
a tranquility garden, a 
salon, fi tness center and  
outdoor mineral pools. 

The water from the Agua Caliente Hot Mineral Spring 
is estimated to be upwards of  12,000 years old and is 

AGUA CALIENTE
CULTURAL CENTER

OPENING 2020



truly unique as it contains a mineral make-up that has 
not been found anywhere else in the world. The Tribe 
has shared the healing water with visitors for more than 
100 years. This new spa will be the fi fth bathhouse or 
spa at the site, with the fi rst one operating in the late 
1880s.
Building upon the traditions of  the Agua Caliente 
people and the world-renowned natural features of  
their ancestral lands, the new Agua Caliente Cultural 
Center will encompass a wide-range of  experiences 
and learning opportunities that convey the values and 
legacy of  the Agua Caliente Band of  Cahuilla Indians.

Inspiration for the cultural center’s design includes 
Agua Caliente traditions such as basket weaving and 
pottery (ollas) and elements found in nature including 
desert landscapes, the Andreas Canyon rock formations 
and a stream along with the Washingtonia fi lifera palm 

trees - the only palm tree native 
to the California desert.

JCJ Architecture, of  Phoenix, 
is the project designer. JCJ 
Architecture’s design concept 
for the cultural center refl ects 
the Tribe’s values and ongoing 
commitment to the Agua 
Caliente people.

CULTURAL MUSEUM • OASIS TRAIL & GATHERING PLAZA • AGUA CALIENTE SPA & BATHHOUSE

Tribal Chairman Jeff L. Grubbe

This Cultural Center will allow us to reconnect to our 
own cultural heritage while sharing it with others. 
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DINNER IN THE CANYONS
October 6 - Indian Canyons

Dinner in the Canyons is unique among the myriad of blockbuster fundraising galas that take place 
each season throughout the Coachella Valley.   While all have in common the elements of elegant 

décor, delectable gourmet cuisine, and show-stopping entertainment, there is something very different 
about experiencing those same elements outdoors under the stars in the natural beauty of Andreas 
Canyon in the Indian Canyons. aguacaliente-nsn.gov

JR. RANGER EXPO
October 20 - Indian Canyons
The Jr Ranger Expo is a free family friendly event for all ages.   Attendees learn about the 
Agua Caliente culture and the plants and animals of the Indian Canyons by participating in 
hands-on activities and demonstration booths. Ranger-led hikes invite families to experience 
the beautiful 1-mile Andreas Canyon Trail. ticketcactus.com

KEWET
November 3 - Palm Springs High School
At this free Native American Learning Day and Market, visitors learn how to make their 
own gourd rattles, a traditional Agua Caliente instrument, and to weave baskets as the 
Tribe’s ancestors once did.  Kewet is one of the many ways the Tribe shares its culture with 
the larger community and is specifically held in November in honor of Native American 
Heritage Month. ticketcactus.com

CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
December 7
Join the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians at its ninth annual Agua Caliente Charity 
Golf Tournament.  Proceeds from this year’s tournament will benefit Animal Samaritans, 
Make a Wish Foundation, Martha’s Village & Kitchen, Neurovitality and Haskell University 
Foundation. acbci.com/register

SINGING THE BIRDS
January 26 - Palm Springs High School
This festival is open to the community and celebrates the ancient Bird Songs that tell stories 
about the lessons learned during the migration of the Cahuilla people. The original Cahuilla 
bird songs were comprised of more than 300 songs. Traditionally, the songs were sung in a 
precise order that accurately accounted for the chronology of the migration. Today, they are 
sung in celebration by several Southern California tribes. aguacaliente-nsn.gov

LEGACY HIKE
March 3 - Indian Canyons

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians is pleased to present the Annual 
Richard M. Milanovich Legacy Hike and 5K run in the Indian Canyons. Event proceeds support 

the Richard M. Milanovich Fellowship at the George Washington University in Washington DC. 
Fellowships allow Native American students to participate in the University’s Native American 

Political Leadership program. acbci.com/charityhike

Join Us Year Round!

aguacaliente-nsn.gov
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aguacaliente-nsn.gov

http://www.aguacaliente-nsn.gov
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The highly experienced team at Lulu Catering & Events offers 
a comprehensive service for every kind of event: from intimate 
gatherings, to beautiful weddings and luxurious galas.  

Looking for a unique theme?  We cover magical and enchanting 
to stylish and sophisticated. Whether it’s a highly-styled cozy 
gathering of 20 guests, or a grand, elaborate party of 500 or 
1000, our events are wonderfully executed to make the magic 
actually happen.  

Let our creative team help you design and build movie set-
quality props and staging for a magical event or choose from 
our large array of current props.  Create your theme and choose 
your colors, place settings, dishware, tablecloths, napkins – 
everything you need for a beautiful event—with one full service 
caterer.  

And then, of course, the FOOD!  We’ll create the perfect
menu to match your theme.  Choose from one or more of
our popular menus: 

Our buffet-style events are a famously fun way to bring “happy” 
to your party.  People love to see food prepared right before 
their eyes, and that’s exactly what happens at our “action 
stations.”  Guests are involved creating their own dishes, which 
brings an added element of fun to our catering and events.  
Action Stations highlights include our:

• extraordinary carving stations
•  pasta bar with freshly-tossed noodles and superb sauces 

and toppings
•  brunch station with fresh eggs and egg whites and an array 

of ingredients turned into fluffy omelets
•  Lulu’s macaroni ‘n’ cheese and mashed potatoes with hearty 

and varied toppings
•  our famous colorful hand-spun festive cotton candy

Lulu and Acqua California Bistros are also offer superb spaces 
for private events and parties! We create a private dining space 
for you and your guests, or you can book the entire restaurant 
– including our spacious patios. Interior dining spaces at Lulu or 
Acqua can be carved out to suit the needs of your party, with 
seating available from 15 to 500 guests.  Need audio-visual to 
complete your dream event?  We’ll accommodate all AV aspects 
of your event with our strategically placed high definition, large-
screen TVs and surround-sound speaker system. 

With top-notch food and service, beautiful decorating and 
excellent audio/video equipment, we make dreams come true 
in the best ways possible.  We’ll work with you to design a 
personalized menu and layout to suit your distinctive taste and 
budget. 

Call us today to schedule your special event.
You’ll be glad you did!

California Cuisine 
Continental
Italian 
French
Mexican
BBQ

Asian fusion
Chinese/dim sum
Japanese/sushi
And more

The Most Reliable, Imaginative and Awarded 
Catering and Event Company in the Desert!
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Thank you customers, friends and fans for your vote 
of confidence in making Lulu Catering and Events the 
unprecedented winner of 3 “Best in the Desert” contests 
from the Desert Sun , Palm Springs Life Magazine and CV 
Independent.

We gratefully acknowledge these awards and pledge to keep 
raising the bar on culinary innovations, creative event ideas 
and personalized service while we continue to find new, local 
growers and producers for the finest, freshest food; enhance 
our training of the valley’s largest full-time serving and 
kitchen staffs; and invest in the newest on-site and in-house 
kitchen equipment to give you, our customers, the finest 
events possible.

Our clients say…
“Amazingly beautiful”
“The staff you sent were amazing”
“The food and service was an absolute A+”
“ The food sublime, the service impeccable…

    nothing but rave reviews”
“ An exceptional experience for our guests from start to finish”
“I couldn’t have asked for a better team”
“We are over the moon”

A short list of our catering clients and venues:
Annenberg Theater
College of the Desert
Desert AIDS Project
Desert Regional Medical Center
Eisenhower Medical Center
Heather James Gallery
Imago Gallery
Indigo Auto Group - Rolls Royce, Lamborghini
Jewish Family Service
McCallum Theatre
Modernism Week
Momentous Events
Palm Springs Air Museum
Palm Springs Art Museum
Palm Springs International Film Festival & ShortFest
Shari Kelly Events
Sunnylands
Tesla
The Living Desert

Lulu Catering and Events
catering.lulupalmsprings.com
760-537-0048

Events at Lulu California Bistro
760-413-9636

Events at Acqua California Bistro
760-636-9793

When the good gets “Best”
— the

The Most Reliable, Imaginative and Awarded 
Catering and Event Company in the Desert!
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www.849events.com

www.bnpparibasopen.com
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BNP PARIBAS OPEN
MARCH 4-17,  201 9
INDIAN WELLS, CA

BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY
BNPPARIBASOPEN.COM
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AND THEN SOME...

DESERT RECREATION FOUNDATION

When you 
close your 
eyes and think of 
the Coachella Valley, what 
comes to mind? The first image that pops up is probably 
palm trees. The second image could be the rugged desert 
terrain and sand. The third and most notable is most likely 
the sun. We see it just about every day. In fact, according to 
VacationPalmSprings.com, valley residents enjoy a yearly 
average of 350 days of sunshine. Just open your front door 
or look out of the window. You can bet those solar rays are 
shinning down on the desert. It’s warm, it’s bright, and it’s 
always there for us. Just as Desert Recreation District (DRD) 
is always here for you, delivering exceptional recreation 
activities you can count on. 

Supporting DRD is Desert Recreation Foundation (DRF), 
which operates as an independent 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization to ensure that all residents in the Coachella 
Valley have access to quality recreational resources, 
facilities, parks and programs. DRF serves as the fundraising 
arm for DRD, which delivers recreational activities to more 
than 385,000 residents and is responsible for more than 30 
facilities including parks, pools, sports fields, community 
and fitness centers, and various open spaces covering 
more than 1,800 square miles. 

Through corporate and individual donations, fundraising, 
and grants, DRF generates funds to purchase new park 
lands, facilities and equipment, and to support the Desert 
Recreation Scholarship Fund, which provides financial 
assistance to families and individuals who may otherwise 
be unable to participate in recreational activities. DRF is 
also responsible for the Adaptive/Therapeutic Sports and 

Shining
Like the 
      Valley Sun,

Continued on page 73

Committed to providing uncompromised quality,
impressive presentaion, and attention 

to even the smallest details.

WILLIE RHINE         760.808.1077
849EVENTS.COM

SOCIAL - WEDDING - CORPORATE

http://www.bnpparibasopen.com
http://www.849events.com
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E
ducation is often the 
key that opens the door 
to empowerment, 

self-confidence and success. 
It’s troubling to many that 
quality learning programs 
can be prohibitive in cost, 
resulting in restricted access 
and opportunity for some 
young people, through no 
fault of their own. 

 Thankfully, the Catholic 
Education Foundation (CEF) of the Archdiocese of 
San Bernardino has been active in bringing about the 
reality of a quality education to deserving families 

and kids. As a 501(c)(3), 
the organization’s vision 

is that “every child has 
access to a Catholic 
education with a 

mission of raising 
sufficient funds to 
support Catholic 
education and make 
Catholic schools 
accessible by all.” 

 One of the CEF’s 
signature events is their “Swing for Hope” Bishop’s 
Golf Classic, the 17th annual which will be held 
on Thursday, December 6, 2018 at PGA West in La 

Quinta, California on the Nicklaus Tournament Course 
and the TPC Stadium Course. Registration and the 
practice range open at 9 a.m. with the on-course 
action beginning at 10:30 a.m. with a shotgun start, 
best ball scramble. A reception and silent auction 
will begin at 3:30 p.m. followed by a dinner at 5 p.m., 
all at the scenic, private PGA West Clubhouse. Silent 
auction items will feature golf outings, cigar and 
whiskey samplers, restaurant gift cards, electronics 
and many others, ranging in value from $100 to $500. 

Close to 240 golfers and guests are expected to 
participate this year, and each golfer receives a polo 
style shirt and a hat to commemorate the Tournament. 
The fee is $500 per person to golf or $50 per person 
to attend the dinner only. Sponsorships begin at $250 
with Tee Sponsors and climb all the way to $25,000 

Gifting students with education and future success 
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key that opens the door 
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Swing for HopeSwing for HopeSwing for Hope
17TH ANNUAL BISHOP’S GOLF CLASSIC

By Alison Elsner

Continued on page 73

Facts and Figures Foster Fatigue
Steve Jobs once said something profoundly 
applicable to the world of fundraising, “Deciding What 
Not To Do Is As Important As Deciding What To Do.” 
As fundraisers, our minds are flooded with compelling 
reasons why our mission is so critical, and why people 
should contribute. Facts and fi gures foster fatigue, 
so be careful about how much you throw at people 
during a fundraiser. Less is more, however you need to 
make sure that “less” is spot on. Make sure it tugs the 
heartstring.

How to Tug the Heartstring

One true tug of a heartstring will determine the 
success or failure of your fundraiser. It’s that simple. 
Here’s how to get it right. Instead of shouting about the 
unfairness and injustice at the root of your cause, and 
spewing a litany of stats and reasons why something 
has to be done; tell a small story – a tiny tale about an 
individual: Jane Doe and her struggles, her dreams, her 
battles, her ambitions, her obstacles and lastly - her 
triumphs. Make it a triumphant tale of highs and lows 
- a roller coaster quest featuring a real person, with a 
real face and a real name. Bring everything back to 

Jane. Make her the face 
of your campaign and 
the inspiration for your 
fundraiser. This is an 
exercise in story telling. 
Take time to polish the 
story. Make it concise, 
pertinent, dramatic and 
heart-wrenching. If you 
don’t warm the heart, you 
won’t loosen the purse 
strings.

The purse strings 
are connected to the 
heartstrings.

Just because you have a 
good story doesn’t mean 
you’re a good storyteller. 
Work on your story telling 
skills. Look at the masters and emulate them. Paul 
Harvey was a master storyteller, and even if you 
don’t have his golden voice, you can make people 
hang onto your every word just by learning how to 
use the dramatic pause, the way Harvey did. It’s not 

rocket science – just a technique that you can easily 
use yourself. Practice it… (p a u s e) now! Watch a 
few Paul Harvey videos online and make special 
note of often he paused to let the listener hang in 
thin air… and then deliver.

Make an additional 30 to 50% more at your next fundraiser
Eventology – The Science Behind Fundraising “Workshop Topic #103”

Darren Diess, fundraising auctioneer. Always make it about the guest - they are the ones helping fund the donor impact.

Let us show you the secret behind the most successful organizations. Invite our experts into your planning process, and begin laying the ground work for success.
Give us a call to schedule a free one hour consultation. No obligation 760 459-4601 or fi nd us on Facebook, FundraisingAdvisors.org or Darren Diess.com
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CancerPartners, the local nonprofit 
that offers emotional and social 
support to all those in the Coachella 
Valley touched by cancer, will hold 
the second edition of The Passions Ball: An Evening of Heart 
and Soul—the exciting new fundraising gala it inaugurated last 
year—on Saturday, November 3, 2018.

With the Westin Mission Hills Golf Resort & Spa as its appealing 
venue, The Passions Ball will be a glamorous evening featuring 
a cocktail reception and silent auction, gourmet dinner in the 
grand ballroom, and entertainment by “THE GREATEST HITZ” 
from Las Vegas that will have guests dancing the night away, 
said Maria Elena Geyer, CancerPartners President and CEO.

The evening’s highlight is the presentation of three Passion 
Awards to recognize those who are outstanding in their 
dedication to the cancer cause:

•  The Partner in Passion Award will honor the Coachella 
Valley Chapter of the Israel Cancer Research Fund. Board 
Chair Patrick Mundt and Vice Chair Jeralyn Brossfield, MD, 
will accept.

•  The Lifetime Passion Award will be presented to BIGHORN 
BAM, the charitable arm of BIGHORN Golf Club. Accepting 
will be BIGHORN BAM representatives Cathy Johnson, Debi 
Aarthun, and Founder Selby Dunham.

•  The Annette Bloch Heart & Soul Award will honor 
David Brinkman, MBA, the CEO and President of Desert 
AIDS Project. Thanks to his vision, DAP now offers cancer 
screenings and cancer care regardless of HIV/AIDS status. 
Bloch, who last year received the very first Lifetime Passion 
Award, will present Brinkman with this award.

Passions Ball Honorary Event Chairs are Barbara Keller, Terri 
Ketover, Patti Grundhofer, Jamye Jesser, Lynn Hammond, 
Michael Mathews, Darrell L. Tucci, Dennis Flaig, and Paul 
Clowers. CBSLocal2’s Brooke Beare is Emcee.

Sponsors confirmed to date include Charles & Carleen Riach, 
Coachella Valley Wellness Foundation, Eisenhower Medical 
Center, Grace Helen Spearman Charitable Foundation, John F. 
Grundhofer Charitable Foundation, Sally Nordstrom, and the 
Wasserman Foundation.

Individual Passions Ball tickets ($300 per person) and six 
sponsorship packages are available, as well as more information 
about CancerPartners’ no-cost, professionally led cancer 
support program: (760) 770-5678, tickets@cancerpartners.org, 
or www.cancerpartners.org, click on “Events.” 

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018
By Anita Roark

mailto:tickets@cancerpartners.org
http://www.cancerpartners.org
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t s a v e  t h e  d a t e
 A MIRACLE ON EL PASEO SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018

BIGHORN Behind A Miracle is dedicated to providing critical funding needed to help in the diagnosis, treatment, research, services and
education for those affected by cancer. BIGHORN BAM is a division of BIGHORN Golf Club Charities, a Tax Exempt 501-(c)(3) Organization #20-5377872

BIGHORN Behind A Miracle (BAM) was founded by breast cancer survivor and 
BIGHORN Member, Selby Dunham, after she realized how important it was to have the latest in 
diagnostic treatment and research capabilities in the valley. Selby was touched by all of the 
people she met during her treatment and realized what a burden the financial and transportation 
aspect is for families affected by cancer. What started as a grassroots campaign has now grown 
to an astounding success, raising over $8.3 million for breast cancer equipment and 
transportation services, as well as providing financial support through the Pendleton Foundation.  

BIGHORN BAM has funded two shuttles that take patients, who would normally have to rely on 
family or public transportation, to treatments. More than 10,000 rides have been given to date to 
patients who otherwise would have been unable to make it to treatment.  

Alison Sachs, the Community Outreach and Patient Support Services Director at Eisenhower 
Lucy Curci Cancer Center shares a note of gratitude from a patient: “I’m 86 years old and have 
ovarian cancer. I use a wheelchair to get around and am too sick and too old to take public 
transportation, but I have Brandon, my BAM Van driver. He is reliable and a caring presence when 
I need him most – do you know Brandon is my angel?”

A Miracle on El Paseo is an integral event for BAM, kicking off the holiday season for the Shops 
on El Paseo while also instilling the spirit of giving through contributions form partnering retail 
stores. This year’s event is sure to be spectacular with a Ferris wheel, Christmas tree lighting 
event, photos with Santa, small plates and drinks from the valley’s best restaurants, and holiday 
shopping with participating retailers staying open during the event.

BIGHORN BAM has funded two shuttles that take patients, who would normally have to rely onBIGHORN BAM has funded two shuttles that take patients, who would normally have to rely on

to an astounding success, raising over $8.3 million for breast cancer equipment and

Lucy Curci Cancer Center shares a note of gratitude from a patient: “I’m 86 years old and have 
ovarian cancer. I use a wheelchair to get around and am too sick and too old to take public 

family or public transportation, to treatments. More than 10,000 rides have been given to date to family or public transportation, to treatments. More than 10,000 rides have been given to date to 

 A MIRACLE ON EL PASEO
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www.eventproducer.com

www.jonesagency.com

There was a time when, for a charity to auction off big-ticket items 
like a beach house stay or tickets to a major sporting event, the non-
profit would need to get them donated by a supporter. In practice, 
this meant that such 
top-dollar auction 
lots were only for the 
wealthiest and most 
connected charity 
organizations. 

Now, 1.4 million 
charities in the United 
States alone can offer 
backstage access to 
“Hamilton,” private 
island stays and Super 
Bowl tickets. The 
non-profit fundraising 
support industry is a 
multi-billion dollar one, and it’s made everything from gala auctions to 
raffles accessible to charities both big and small.

The idea of offering auction items on a consignment basis – allowing 
non-profits to sell an item before having to pay for it – has leveled 
the playing field. Everyone now can play, whether it’s the biggest 
organizations in the world or rural charities located away from major 
financial centers. No risk to the non-profit means the ability to take 

chances on offering 
bigger-ticket items, 
the types that draw in 
larger bids.

For small 
organizations which 
may not have the 
donor base capable 
of buying week-long 
jaunts in Asia or time 
at a resort villa in 
Italy, the industry has 
also created a diverse 
set of possibilities. 
Depending on the 

financial capabilities of the supporters, a three-day weekend in a 
domestic setting can be as big a deal as any overseas vacation. With so 
many non-profits to support, the industry has created – in some cases, 
custom created – options for any size organization.

The support 
industry also allows 
more charities to offer 
items not available 
to the public. Super 
Bowl tickets don’t 
go on sale through 
Ticketmaster, and 
the average person 
can’t call up a couple 
of cast members 
from “Hamilton” for 
brunch. For a smaller 
non-profit, those 
experiences may have 
previously been impossible to create, but companies can now connect 
those rare opportunities to any charity with donors looking for them. 

Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.com

Continued on page 74

EVENT MANAGEMENT PRODUCTIONS
Production | Consulting | Design

www.eventproducer.com

evntprodcr@gmail.com

760.340.6003
73-647 Sun Lane, Palm Desert, CA 92260

Facebook: Event Management & Marketing

Palm Springs International Film Festival Awards Gala | Presidential Summit 
at Sunnylands US/China Presidents | Opera in the Park |

Waring International Piano Competition Gala | Prince Albert II Awards | 
Festival of the Desert Music Event at Sunnylands | Palm Springs Opera 

Guild Gala | Palm Springs Art Museum 75th Anniversary Gala | ACT for MS 
Gala | Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center for Abused Children Events | Betty 

Ford Center Gala | Eisenhower Medical Center Annenberg Wing Dedication | 
Steve Chase Humanitarian Awards Gala | Evening Under the Stars |  

McCallum Theatre Gala | Muses Gala | and more

FOR EVENTS THAT MATTER
Production Engineering for the New Millennium

the proof’s in the pudding.

our community. our partners. our friends.

760.325.1437
jonesagency.comCELEBRATING OUR 60TH   1958 - 2018

YEARS OF CARING 

by Robert Spuhler

Michelle Cohen, President & 
Stuart Paskow, CEO Mitch Stuart

http://www.jonesagency.com
http://www.eventproducer.com
http://www.eventproducer.com
mailto:evntprodcr@gmail.com
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More than Ever, 
Coachella Valley Needs 
Desert AIDS Walk

On Saturday, October 20, 2018 over 2,000 community 
members will unite in Ruth Hardy Park to walk in the 
32nd Desert AIDS Walk in support of Desert AIDS 

Project (D.A.P.). Presented by Desert Care Network, this 
year’s walk, with the theme of ‘Community Action Impact’, 
will follow a 2.5 mile route through downtown Palm Springs 
and is notable for the diversity of community members who 
come together as teams each year to support D.A.P. and 
our twelve community partners. The event is family and pet 
friendly with water stations along the route.

The community is invited to register and walk in the 
2018 Desert AIDS Walk. Visit: desertaidswalk.org

D.A.P. Director of Community Health, Bruce Weiss recently 
reflected on why, more than ever, the Coachella Valley needs 
the Desert AIDS Walk.

1)  HIV TESTING Because in 2017 Desert 
AIDS Project found 31 people in Coachella 
Valley who did not know they have HIV, and 
linked them to lifesaving care.

2)  ACCESS TO MEDICATION 
Because getting and keeping viral loads 
below a detectable level keep people healthy 
and stops HIV transmission.

3)  PREP WORKS! Because PrEP is 
available and taking just one pill a day will 
stop you from getting infected with HIV.

4)  NEW INFECTIONS Because gay 
men continue to be the highest group with 
new HIV infections, and it impacts black and 
Latinx men in our region most.

5)  TRANSGENDER HEALTH Because 
our transgender friends are impacted by 
HIV more than almost any other group. 
They suffer from stigma and discrimination, 
and they struggle to find quality medical 
clinicians with expertise to serve them.

6)  FIGHT STIGMA Because somebody 
has to meet our communities where 
they’re at, be real about life, and provide 
non-judgmental education and linkage to 
services.

7)  HIV ISN’T OVER Because the HIV 
epidemic isn’t over but the end is in sight if 
we keep up the effort.

8)  STILL COMMITTED Because D.A.P. 
and all of us walking and supporting the 
Desert AIDS Walk shows that our shared 
commitment has not waivered one tiny bit. 

9)  EPIDEMIOLOGY Because if you 
stop the effort to end an epidemic so close 
to the finish line, that epidemic will explode 
again.

10)  AGING WITH HIV Because people 
living with HIV are living longer but coping 
with age-related complications and illnesses 
earlier, and they need critical services and 
support to survive.

11)  RECOVERY COMMUNITY 
Because substances like crystal meth are too 
common in our community and it enables 
HIV to spread much quicker. Critical services 
are needed to help people stop using and 
stay healthy.

12)  DON’T STOP NOW! Because 
you don’t run a race and quit just before the 
finish line. We are close to an end to this 
epidemic and we aren’t going to quit now!

13)  NEW RISK GROUPS Because we 
are still seeing higher rates of new infections 
in the Coachella Valley among gay seniors 
and latinx gay males under 30.

14)  PREP EDUCATION & ACCESS 
Because too many people still don’t know 
about PreEP

15)  EDUCATING MEDICAL 
PROVIDERS Because some medical 
clinicians in our region don’t want to talk to 
their patients about HIV, their sexual history, 
or about PrEP. D.A.P. built a critical program 
to educate area doctors, and it is working!

16)  NO JUDGEMENTS! Because 
there are medical clinicians who remain 
judgmental and negatively biased about 
HIV care and prevention, D.A.P. needs 
to offer our community supportive and 
comprehensive services.

17)  ACCESS TO CARE Because 
for someone living with HIV, obtaining 
medical coverage for doctor visits, labs and 
prescriptions is often too complicated. That’s 
why D.A.P. provides services to help people 
get covered and stay covered.

18)  WE REMEMBER Because I am 
old enough to remember when I watched 
people die, and had to go into people’s 
houses to clean and do basic chores 
when they couldn’t walk or get out of bed. 
Because we are close to bringing the end 
to this epidemic, continuing to remember 
those we lost, and saying “Never Again.”

19)  HIV AWARENESS Because there 
is a whole generation of young people 
who came up not knowing the horror of 
watching loved ones die, and because I 
don’t want to see them live with a virus that 
could have been prevented with multiple 
strategies.

20)  COMMUNITY Because this is my 
family, my community, my people. I re-
dedicate myself each and every Desert AIDS 
Walk to fight to end new HIV infections and 
to keep HIV positive people healthy.

“I’ve heard people ask, ‘Why do we still need a 
Desert AIDS Walk?” said Weiss, “Isn’t the epidemic 

over? These are twenty reasons I’m walking on 
October 20th in the Desert AIDS Walk.”

TOP TWENTY REASONS

http://www.desertcornerstoneins.com
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Get your daytime Hollywood 
glam ready to go to the 10th 
Annual Palm Springs Women in 
Film and Television’s Broken Glass 
Awards on Monday, November 
5, 2018 at the Aqua Caliente Spa 
Resort and Casino. Stroll the red 
carpet in style with celebrities 
and familiar faces amid lights, 
cameras, paparazzi, and a whole 
lot of action. 

Co-chairs Elaine Church and 
DeAnn Lubell and their event 
committee members have 
planned an 
exciting day, 
beginning 
at 11am that 
includes a 
champagne 
reception, 
silent auction, 
fashions by 
Grayse, live 
music by 
the Evaros, a 
sensational 
lunch, and a 
spectacular 
awards 
presentation.

Each year 
the BGA’s 
honor women, 
who have 
distinguished 
themselves 
as wonderful 
examples 
and successful 
pioneers in our industry. This 
year’s honorees include actress 
Sharon Stone, a Golden Globe 
(“Casino”) and EMMY winner 
(“The Practice”), and Career 
Achievement Winner from 
AARP Movies for Grownups. 
She is best known for “Basic 
Instinct” and her philanthropic 
efforts for AmfAR and many 
other humanitarian efforts. Icon 
entertainer Kaye Ballard, who 
has been entertaining for seven 
decades, a singing funny girl 
of TV, nightclubs and musical 
stage (“Funny Girl”). Writer 
Sue Cameron, known for her 
decades as a journalist with the 
Hollywood Reporter, who is also 
the author of “Hollywood Secrets 
and Scandals,” “Hope, Healing 

and Help for Survivors of Sexual 
Abuse: A Faith-Based Journey 
to Healing” and “Love, Sex and 
Murder.” Local philanthropist, 
Selby Dunham, the founder 
of Bighorn BAM, a non-profit 
organization that has raised 
millions of dollars for cancer care 
for the Coachella Valley. Actress 
Elizabeth McLaughlin, PSWIFT’s 
“Rising Star” honoree, who joined 
the board of directors at SAG at 
only 19 years old, has been seen 
in “Betrayal” (ABC), “Hand of God” 

(Amazon) and 
“Pretty Little 
Liars” (ABC 
Family) 

PSWIFT, the 
38th chapter 
of Women 
in Film & 
Television 
world-wide, 
was founded 
by current 
president 
Leanna 
Bonamici 
in 2000 to 

nurture, mentor 
and empower 
women and 
men pursuing 
careers in the 
entertainment 
industry, created 
the Broken Glass 
Awards to honor 
women, who 

have “broken through the glass 
ceiling” in film, television, the arts 
and philanthropy paving the way 
for others to follow.

Proceeds from the BGA’s are 
directed to industry networking, 
workshops and scholarships 
enabling young people to 
advance their education in 
film and television studies. The 
BGA’s also support BookPALS, 
an outreach program with 
SAG retirees reading to more 
than 2,400 elementary school 
students each year.

Tickets for the event are $100 
per person or $1,000 for a 
reserved table for 10. Sponsorship 
packages are available. For more 
information please call 760-238-
0306 or email office@pswift.org. 

Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.com

10TH ANNUAL

PALM SPRINGS
WOMEN IN FILM

AND TELEVISION’S

Sharon Stone, 2018 Honoree

http://www.mydohc.com
mailto:office@pswift.org
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Bob Hope USO provides USO services and 
programming to all of  Southern California 
north of  San Diego. An 
independent 501(c)3 non-profi t 
organization operating under 
a charter from USO, Inc., they 
provide moral and recreational 
services to member of  the U.S. 
military. They operate airport centers 
at LAX, Ontario International Airport 
and Palm Springs International 
Airport. As part of  their mission, 
they also provide USO programming 
and outreach at military installations 
across Southern California. Although 
congressionally chartered, they are not a 
government agency and rely entirely on 
contributions from patriotic Americans 
and philanthropic corporations and 
organizations. Each year, they provide 
direct service to over 100,000 military 
members, their families and eligible military 
retirees in Southern California. This includes 
being there the families during troop 
deployments and “Welcome Home” events.

They provide complimentary sandwiches, 
snacks and beverages as well as an array of  
facilities and services that include recreation 
areas, secure luggage storage, a theater with wide 
screen TV and a library of  literally hundreds of  
current and classic fi lms on DVD, a state-of-
the-art Internet computer center, a full-stocked 
free lending library, a well-equipped “Family 
Room” where children can relax and play games – 
or simply a place to take a nap. There are separate 
shower facilities for men and women, and a “quiet 
room” where exhausted troops are able to rest 
undisturbed for a few hours. Complimentary phone 
calls throughout the country on our “I-Freedom” 
telephone system allow our troops an opportunity 
to phone home during their visit.

The Management Trust is gearing up for their 
annual Veterans’ Day dinner and gala to celebrate 
the Bob Hope USA Palm Springs. This will be their 
fi fth event to recognize the outstanding volunteers 
along with current and former military members. 
The volunteers work countless hours providing 
soft drinks, coffee, tea, water and snacks to visitors 
waiting for departing fl ights or transportation to the 
Marine Corps base at 29 Palms. The Palm Springs 
Center also serves as the base of  operations for USO 
outreach programs throughout the area. If  you’re 
interested in participating in this wonderful event, 
please contact spiritofhope@managementtrust.com 
or call (760) 776-5100.

If  you’re interested in volunteering at the Bob Hope 
USO Palm Springs, please contact Diane Durden at 
diane@bobhopeuso.org or call her at (760) 866-1100.

They are located at 210 N. El Cielo Way, Suite 102 in 
Palm Springs. Visit www.bobhopeuso.org for more 
information. 

Save the Date - Saturday, November 10th
“A Spirit Of Hope for the USO”

 provides USO services and 
programming to all of  Southern California 

services to member of  the U.S. 
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at LAX, Ontario International Airport 
and Palm Springs International 
Airport. As part of  their mission, 
they also provide USO programming 
and outreach at military installations 
across Southern California. Although 
congressionally chartered, they are not a 
government agency and rely entirely on 
contributions from patriotic Americans 
and philanthropic corporations and 
organizations. Each year, they provide 
direct service to over 100,000 military 
members, their families and eligible military 
retirees in Southern California. This includes 
being there the families during troop 
deployments and “Welcome Home” events.

They provide complimentary sandwiches, 
snacks and beverages as well as an array of  
facilities and services that include recreation 
areas, secure luggage storage, a theater with wide 
screen TV and a library of  literally hundreds of  
current and classic fi lms on DVD, a state-of-
the-art Internet computer center, a full-stocked 
free lending library, a well-equipped “Family 

“A Spirit Of Hope for the USO”

Join us for the USO  

5th Annual Gala Event  

November 10, 2018, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

At Agua Caliente Casino Resort & Spa 

Serving Cocktails 

Dinner Plus Live and Silent Auction 

Tables: $1250 Seat: $125

To RSVP call (760) 776-5100, Ext. 6322  

or email SpiritofHope@Managementtrust.com.

BOB HOPEUSO

Become the 2019 – Keeper of  the Flag

THE KEEPER OF THE FLAG
The Picture below shows the Display at the USO in Palms Springs, of  “The Keeper of  the Flag” this Flag 
was Flown over the US Capitol Building in honor of  the Inaugural “A Spirit of  Hope for the USO” event.

Each year we offer the honorary title to the highest bidder to be the “Keeper of  the Flag” for the upcoming 
year. Your personal or company name is added to the plague in the display along with a short company or 
personal profi le. 

The funds raised by this go directly to the Bob Hope Palm Springs USO. If  you are not able to attend
the event in November but would like to put in a pre-event bid to become “The Keeper of  the Flag”
for 2019 please contact Stephen Barrett at 760-776-5100 or steve.barrett@managementtrust.com

mailto:spiritofhope@managementtrust.com
mailto:diane@bobhopeuso.org
http://www.bobhopeuso.org
mailto:SpiritofHope@Managementtrust.com
mailto:SpiritofHope@Managementtrust.com
mailto:SpiritofHope@Managementtrust.com
mailto:steve.barrett@managementtrust.com
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Regional Access Foundation’s Center for 
Nonprofit Advancement (CNA) is embracing 
leadership development as a priority for improving 
the nonprofit professional community and as an 
opportunity to enrich the leadership pool with 
new, trained, and motivated talent that is prepared to use 
the skills and expertise they develop to build stronger and better organizations.  

In the face of several unprecedented challenges the nonprofit landscape is 
changing. The current uncertainty in the political arena regarding the direction of 
public policy, a nation and communities that are more divided than ever in recent 
history, and changing demographics that are reshaping the workforce with five 
generations working together in the marketplace are just a few of the challenges that 
require nonprofit leaders to be more creative, innovative and effective. In addition, 
there is a greater need for more transparency, more collaboration, and a culture of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion to ensure we address the social injustices and growing 
economic hardships of the marginalized and disenfranchised who depend on our 
organizations for survival.

Existing Programs
We are currently supporting our 13th cohort of the UCR Nonprofit Management 

Certificate program. This program trains managers and leaders in new and growing 
nonprofits to develop the basic skills they need to run their organizations. The 
five courses in this program are: Nonprofit Management, Grant Proposal Writing, 
Fundraising Essentials, Social Media Marketing, and Case Studies and Current Issues 
in Nonprofit Management. These courses give these new leaders a well-rounded 

foundation for nonprofit success. 
In addition, we launched our first cohort 

of the Advanced Nonprofit Management 
Certificate Program. The five courses in this 
program: Building Nonprofit Capacity, Managing 
Nonprofit Human Resources, Practical Nonprofit 
Program Development and Evaluation, 
Nonprofit Financial management, and Strategic 
Communications for the Nonprofit Organization 

DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS  
760 327-LULU (5858)

LULUPALMSPRINGS.COM

   THE DESERT SUN’S BEST 
     OF THE VALLEY 2018 

“BESTS” 
   AWARDED TO LULU

caterer 
breakfast
sunday brunch
happy hour
dinner deal
continental dining
international dining
american dining
california cuisine
casual dining
outdoor dining
romantic dinner
vegetarian/gluten-free
earthy eats
late night dining
watering hole/bar
cocktail menu
craft cocktail
classic cocktail
margarita
martini
pet friendly dining

 

award-winning3-course
feast
EvEry day aftEr 11am

5 appEtizErs 
13 EntréEs  
6 dEssErts!

*
$1699
Early Bird spEcial 
3pm–5pm$1999

per person 
plus tax

five-star4-course menus
5 superb soups, 8 amazing appetizers and salads, 

15 exciting entrées, 8 decadent desserts
$2999 /  $3999

 —— F O R B E S ,  L A  T I M E S

the best all-day
Happy Hour 
11am–closing 

per 
person

Champagne, Mimosa $4.99 w/ refills

sunday bruncH
$1999from 

11am
–3pm

namEd lulu onE of thE

Best 100 restaurants 
for Brunch in America!  

award-winning

breakfast    
8am–11am  EvEry day

luncH & dinner   
from 11am

“THE BEST BRUNCH 
in CALIFORNIA!”—— T R I P P I N G .C O M                                         

We’re the most reliable and imaginative 
catering and event company in the desert!   
Our highly experienced team offers 
a comprehensive service for any kind 
of event: from intimate gatherings, to 
beautiful weddings and luxurious galas.

awarded 
best caterer 
*  PALM SPRINGS LIFE  2018

*  THE DESERT SUN  2017

*  CV INDEPENDENT  2017

lulu catering and events  
Our creative, multitalented team is second to none  

lulupscatering.com  
760-537-0058

Continued on page 74

By John Epps

Continued on page 74

LEADERSHIP
MATTERS

Founded in 1956, Provident Bank 
is the largest independent community 
bank headquartered in Riverside 
County and operates on a fundamental 
concept of providing superior customer 
service and relevant financial products. 
Acknowledging this fact requires that 
Provident Bank be a recognized 
value-added financial services 
partner in the communities 
we serve.  At Provident 
Bank, our belief is to 
provide cost-effective 
financial solutions to our 
customers with the kind 
of service immediately 
recognized as unique 
to Provident Bank: It’s 
our brand. We promise to 
work hard to earn your trust, 
to maintain our good name, 
and be the best financial services 
option that anyone could ask for in your 
community. We acknowledge that we 
must also be good corporate citizens. This 
is why we created a foundation to award 
local grants, a Community Partnership 
Program to help the not-for-profit and 
non-profit organizations and we routinely 
host seminars to educate our community. 

In 2007, Provident Bank introduced 
their Community Partnership Program 
allowing participating non-profits in 
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties 
to receive annual donations by simply 
linking their unique ID number to their 
members who bank with Provident 

Bank.  In the 11 years since the 
Community Partnership 

Program was announced, 
Provident Bank has 
donated over $570,000 
back to local non-
profit organizations, 

with more than $95,000 
being donated for year 
ending 2017.  Non-
profit organizations 

such as service groups, 
parent-teacher associations, 

homeowner’s associations, 
booster clubs, faith-based groups, 

foundations and societies, among others, 
can earn more as additional members 
link their accounts to their unique ID. In 
addition to our Community Partnership 
Program, Provident Bank also offers a 
Community Advantage Checking account 
geared exclusively towards non-profits.  
With only a $100 minimum opening 

http://www.luluscatering.com
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When was the last time you changed or impacted someone’s life?

You might already make a difference by volunteering your time in 
the community, which is crucial to helping the many programs and 
people in our two-county region.

What about helping in a different way –  a way that would help 
forever?

At The Community Foundation (TCF) we’ve been inspiring and 
strengthening our community through philanthropy for over 77 
years.

In partnership with the Foundation, our donors make gifts to 
charitable organizations throughout the counties of  Riverside and 
San Bernardino Counties and beyond.  We make their charitable 
giving as effective and meaningful as possible. We listen to people’s 
passions and recommend the best way to support causes they care 
about.

Over the past year, The Foundation distributed over $8 million in 
grants, of  which $2.1 million was for scholarships and education. 
Our donors’ generosity fed the hungry, gave shelter to homeless 
families, assisted the elderly, bought medicine for the uninsured, 
awarded scholarships to underrepresented students, supported the 
arts, cared for the environment and protected animals.

Local desert organizations that have received grants, or other 
support from TCF include: Animal Samaritans, Neuro Vitality 
Center, ACT for Multiple Sclerosis, Guide Dogs of  the Desert, 
Boys & Girls Club of  Cathedral City, HARC, Inc, The LGBT 
Community Center of  the Desert, Gilda’s Club of  the Desert, 
Variety – the Children’s Charities of  the Desert, Coachella Valley 
Repertory Theatre, Mizell Senior Center and Steinway Society, 

among others.

Our youth make us just as proud. In November the Coachella Valley 
Youth Grantmakers Program of  The Community Foundation will 
be honored with the “Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy Award” 
from the Association of  Fundraising Professionals - Desert Cities. 
The program empowers high school students to participate in the 
grants review and grant-making process. 

It’s clear---Our donors’ generosity builds community.

The good news is you don’t have to be a millionaire to leave 
something that will make a difference for generations to come. 
The Foundation provides a way for donors of  all means to give 
back to people in our region.

A gift to The Community Foundation will help our community: 
For Good. For Ever. 

To continue our philanthropic leadership in the region, the 
Foundation recently appointed Michelle Decker as our new 
President and CEO in April. Ms. Decker recently served as CEO 
of  Rural Action in Appalachian Ohio and, for the past 27 years, has 
held leadership positions in community economic development 
and has specialized in rebuilding or constructing nonprofit 
development organizations in both urban and rural communities. 

We hope you’ll join in. Together, we’re changing lives.

If  you would like to make an impact in the Coachella Valley, 
consider a gift to The Community Foundation.  Contact 
Paula Kennedy, Charitable Giving Officer at 760.836.2400 or 
visit www.thecommunityfoundation.net for more information. 

Coachella Valley Office 
41-550 Eclectic St. 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
760.836.2400

The Community Foundation: Your Partner in Philanthropy

The six honorees include (from left) in the back row: Jill Golden, Denisha Shackelford of  the Coachella Valley Youth Grantmakers; Tim Evans from The Unfortgettables Foundation; Paula Myles of  the Coachella 
Valley Youth Grantmakers, and Walter Clark of  the Walter Clark Legal Group. Front row: National Philanthropy Day In the Desert Event Co-chairs Judi Olivas and Gailya Brown. Photo credit: Dimitri Halkidi

Strengthening Inland 
Southern California 

through Philanthropy

Michelle Decker, President & CEO

http://www.thecommunityfoundation.net
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www.jrussellthesalon.com

www.californiadesertchorale.org

A Memorable Meal
Not many of us remember what we 

had for dinner on February 28, 1983, but 

Mark recalls the occasion clearly. “A 

woman came into the shop saying she 

needed some menus. I thought, ‘Great! 

We’ll get an order for 20,000.’ We were 

quite disappointed she only wanted 

15. Later we learned they were for the 

Queen of England who was visiting the 

Annenberg Estate.” The menu is still 

on display at Sunnylands along with 

other memorabilia from her visit. The 

estate had not yet become a nonprofit, 

he explains, but Ace has done 

work for the Annenberg Trust at 

Sunnylands since their first business 

card order.

40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years40 Years
The theory says most of humanity is separated by six 

degrees. In the desert, it’s closer to two. And if you’re trying 
to connect nonprofits, the most common link is probably  
Ace Printing. 

Currently celebrating 40 years of service to the local community, over 
those decades Ace has completed tens of thousands of printing, mailing and 
signage projects that helped countless nonprofits raise millions of dollars, 
communicate their services, and recognize donors and volunteers. Despite the 
prediction that print would become obsolete -- newsletters, appeals, invitation 
packages, annual reports, event programs and personalized, targeted mailings 
are still the lifeblood of local fundraising. 

Founded in 1978 by Greg Lawrence, who was joined in 1982 by his brother 
Mark, Ace hasn’t just seen the valley’s nonprofit history; it’s helped shape it. 
I recently sat down with Mark to reminisce. He offered some of his favorite 
memories.

A Wing and a PrayerAbout 30 years ago, Mark says, “I befriended Pete Madison, a 

retired WWII fighter pilot who was also a retired printer.” Every so 

often, Mark took him to Los Angeles to lunch with his buddies from 

the war. “Pete was collecting WWII memorabilia and stories with the 

idea of opening an air museum in Palm Springs.” He and two other 

veterans, Charlie Mayer and Dr. Mort Gubin, pursued the dream. “I 

doubt he could have imagined,” Mark says with a smile, “that the 

Palm Springs Air Museum would have 100,000+ visitors a year! The 

museum is one of our best customers to this day.”

of Helping Nonprofits
Put Their Best Face Forward

By Catherine Rips

While the print quantity 
was low (just 15 copies), 

the impact was lasting. The menu Ace printed for the 
Queen’s royal dinner at the Annenberg estate still hangs on the wall at Sunnylands.

http://www.jrussellthesalon.com
http://www.californiadesertchorale.org
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www.redcross.org

The World Comes to TownDespite the desert’s growth, it’s still 
somewhat small and off the beaten path. So 
it’s all the more astonishing that for 26 years, 
distinguished world leaders, media pundits, 
heroes and literary giants have dropped by 
to chat. “Since Desert Town Hall debuted in 
1993,” Mark says, “it’s been thrilling to print 
programs, tickets, posters and stage banners 
for speakers like Presidents George H.W. 
and George W. Bush, Tony Blair, Margaret 
Thatcher and so many others.”

Fore the Love 
of Desert Charities

Desert Classic Charities is another of Ace’s 30-
year nonprofit customers. From the Bob Hope 

Classic days to the Humana Challenge and now 
the CareerBuilder Challenge, Mark notes, Ace 

has been involved producing the commemorative 
program, daily pairings and marketing collateral. 

“We’ve spent many long nights during the 
tournament waiting for the daily results to come 

in, to be printed and bound for delivery to all 
the golf courses by 6 a.m. the next day. So many 
nonprofits have benefited over the years! We are 

grateful to have played our part.” 

That statement summarizes the brothers’ 
view of work they’ve done for the past 40 

years. “If our legacy turns out to be helping 
nonprofits become more successful,” Mark 
says, “it will have been an incredible run.”

Don’t park it. 
Donate it. 

You can make a difference! 

52201C

You can make a difference down the street, across the country 
and around the world through the American Red Cross Vehicle 
Donation Program.

Donating your vehicle—in almost any condition—is another great way to 
help us help others. Making a vehicle donation is easy! We accept cars, 
motorcycles, tractors, RVs, boats and more.

For questions or more details about the local Red Cross Vehicle 
Donation Program, please contact Brian Daly, Regional Philanthropy 
Officer, at brian.daly@redcross.org or (888) 831-0031 ext. 3003.

The World Comes to TownThe Community Cared
In 1984, in the face of the 

AIDS epidemic, a group of 

community volunteers founded 

Desert Aids Project (D.A.P.) 

Initially the office was down the street from Ace Printing. “In the 

beginning, D.A.P. was run on a tiny budget by a handful of volunteers. 

We often helped with projects at no cost,” Mark recalls. Today, D.A.P. 

has grown into a Federally Qualified Health Center servicing more 

than 4,000 clients with a staff of 200 and 400+ volunteers. “And 34 

years later, we’re still printing and mailing for them.”

A Helpful Referral
Also in the early 1970s, the fledgling Eisenhower Medical Center 

was preparing to open an in-house print shop. The graphic arts 

teacher at Palm Springs High was called for a student referral. Mark 

was offered the job. Though he turned it down, it turned out to be the 

best job he never took. “Forty-five years later, EMC is still one of 

our major clients. We deliver jobs to the campus almost daily.” 

One Kit Fox
In 1970, trustees of the Palm Springs Desert Museum established a 360-acre nature preserve the pride of which was one kit fox. Today, The Living Desert is a 1,200-acre 

major destination with annual attendance of 459,000. “Since the late 

1980s,” Mark recollects, “we’ve provided printing, camera and film 

stripping for their foxpaws newsletter. We still provide them with 

printing, mailing and signage service. We couldn’t have been more 

thrilled when they won USA Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice Travel 

Award.”

Return to school

Return to a more
vibrant life!

Return to workReturn to work

Return to school

Return to a more
vibrant life!

In 2015, we found jobs for 104 of our clients   

– 3 have internships – 30 are volunteering  

and 3 more have returned to school.

Big thanks to our business partners  

who are helping our Career Building Program  

help our clients achieve their goals!

HIV shouldn’t stop  

anyone from living their  

most complete life!

Mark with former Secretary 

of State Condoleezza Rice 

at the Desert Town Hall 

Speaker Series.

Opening image: Sonny Bono, mayor 
of Palm Springs in the late ’80s, 

stopped by Ace Printing to check the 
press run for the first posters printed 

for the film festival he correctly 
predicted would put Palm Springs 

on the map.

Ace Printing was honored to assist with the State Funeral ceremonies of both President Gerald R. Ford and first lady Betty Ford.

http://www.redcross.org
mailto:brian.daly@redcross.org


www.dcnnews.com

www.cabotsmuseum.org

THERE'S NO PLACE L IKE THIS PLACE
ANYWHERE NEAR THIS PLACE.

View Cabot’s on 
TripAdvisor.com!

CabotsMuseum.org  •  760.329.7610
Open Tuesday–Sunday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.  •  Desert Hot Springs
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In 2005, BIGHORN member 
and cancer survivor Selby 
Dunham was diagnosed with 
Stage 3 breast cancer. Her fight 
against the disease required 
chemotherapy, a mastectomy, 
33 rounds of  radiation, and 
hormone therapy. 

With personal understanding of  
what a cancer patient endures, 
Dunham founded BIGHORN 
Behind A Miracle (BAM) in 2007 
to improve the care of  Coachella 
Valley breast cancer patients and 
help save lives. 

Through donations and by fundraising, BAM has raised $8.3 million, changing 100,000 lives. 
Money raised by BAM provides for diagnostic testing, cancer treatment, and transportation 
services. BAM also supports the Pendleton Foundation, which helps cancer patients pay 
for groceries, gas, rent and utilities.

To celebrate BAM in the fight against cancer, the following events are taking 
place this November: 

The 2nd Annual Passions Ball, hosted by CancerPartners, will take place November 
3 at Mission Hills Golf  Resort & Spa. The Ball 
will include a night of  dinner, dancing, and 
entertainment, as well as a silent auction and 
awards ceremony. BIGHORN BAM and its Board 
of  Directors, Debi Aarthun, Cathy Johnson, and 
Dunham, will be honored with the Lifetime Passion 
Award by fellow humanitarian and BIGHORN 
member, Harold Matzner. 

Next up is the 10th Annual Broken Glass Awards on November 5 at Agua Caliente 
Casino Resort & Spa. This luncheon, presented by Palm Springs Women in Film and 
Television, honors women who have broken through the glass ceiling in film, television, 
the arts, and philanthropy. Dunham will be presented with the 2018 Broken Glass 

Humanitarian Award by Alison 
Sachs, Patient Support Services 
Director at Eisenhower Health. 

The last event of  the month 
is the highly anticipated 11th 
Annual Miracle on El Paseo, 
benefitting BAM. This exciting 
kickoff  to the holiday season 
takes place November 17 at The 
Shops on El Paseo. Luxury stores 
are encouraged to offer in-store 
activities. Food and drinks will be 
provided by 25 area restaurants. 
There will be a live band, ferris 
wheel, zipline, roller skating rink, 
and carnival games. The highlight 
of  the evening is the lighting of  
the 60 ft. Christmas tree, with Kris 
Kringle in attendance. Tickets can 
be purchased at bighornbam.net

Behind A Miracle (BAM) Founder
Honored for Fight Against Cancer

Selby and Curt Dunham

Bighorn_1(2)pg_V_OND18.indd   1 9/20/18   4:23 PM

http://www.cabotsmuseum.org
http://www.dcnnews.com
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There is a powerhouse of women in 
the Coachella Valley that make the 
desert the delightful destination it
is – and we’re excited to recognize 
some of our favorites in the 72 
Women Who Inspire Us in this issue 
of Desert Charities News.

Inspiration takes many forms, and 
for these women, it ranges from 
tackling entrepreneurial feats to 
leading charitable efforts with 
compassion and fervor.

These women all embrace being 
involved in our community – 
juggling careers, families, boards 
and individual passions while 
doing their part to connect 
Coachella Valley synergies 
wherever they can.

The women who are identified in 
this special section are true 
visionaries in every aspect of
their lives.

Their names are recognizable in 
many circles, and the respect 
they’ve garnered is undeniable. 
They are risk-takers and role 
models who embody “giving 
back” in countless ways.

We’re asked these extraordinary 
women to share their inspiration 
and the secret skill that allows 
them to work their magic each 
day. Then we asked for their action 
items – the causes that motivate 
them and the work they feel still 
needs to be done, that drives them 
to be their best. Their responses are 
endearing, insightful and offer a 
glimpse how these women have 
strived to be outstanding in 
everything they take on.

Cheers to the 72
Women Who Inspire Us!
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Angela Allen
Development Manager
Olive Crest
Inspiration: 
What inspires me every single day are the stories of 
transformation in the lives of children who have experienced 
unbelievable abuse trauma. As heartbreaking as the intake
stories are, the healing and restoration of a child and their
family are heartwarming and joy filled moments for me.
Superpower: 
My “superpower” is my ability to share the children’s stories in an 
authentic and heartfelt way. Doing this one thing well opens my 
listener’s hearts to the Olive Crest mission of helping heal abused 
children and their minds to this organization’s trusted, effective 
and respected expertise in the field of Child Welfare.
Action Item:
When parents who are under stress feel that they are without hope 
or resources, it is very often the children that suffer. My heart breaks 
for the parents who don’t feel adequate to care for their children. 
My work will be done when we have enough private funding to be 
able to say, “yes, we can help you; please don’t give up.”

Ines Allen
President and Founder
IMAHelps
Inspiration:
What inspires me is our volunteers’ compassion for the poor and 
their ability to change people’s lives. Our volunteers repair cleft 
lips and other deformities and provide prosthetics for wheelchair-
bound patients so they can walk again. Seeing these miracles is 
what inspires me to do this work every day.
Superpower:
My gift is the ability to inspire and motivate doctors and surgeons 
and support staff from virtually every medical specialty to 
volunteer their time and talents on humanitarian missions that 
bring healthcare, hope and life-changing surgeries to people who 
have no hope of achieving such care on their own.

Action Item:
We’ve already treated more than 100,000 patients in some of the 
world’s most impoverished cities. We plan to provide healthcare, 
life-changing surgeries and hope to at least another 50,000 to 
75,000 impoverished patients over the next 10 years, including 
poverty-stricken patients in Paraguay in 2019.

Kate Anderson
Director of Public Relations
Agua Caliente Band of
Cahuilla Indians
Inspiration: 
I am first inspired by my beautiful family and friends. Secondly, 
I am inspired by wonderfully woven narratives that share the 
incredible stories of people and life — the heart-warming ones 
and the heart-wrenching ones. I love the passion and emotions 
impressed upon us often by one single word. Life is fully lived 
when we share our experiences with others.
Superpower: 
Superpowers come in many forms, and we all possess them. 
Yoga, laughter and being kind to others top my list. I live my life 
every day with the belief that others won’t necessarily remember 
my accomplishments but they will always remember how I have 
made them feel.
Action Item:
Education is the key. Let’s continue to invest in children’s lives so 
they have a chance at a bright future.

Laurie Baldwin
Executive Director
Palm Springs Opera Guild
Inspiration:
New Opportunities! Always moving forward is what Inspires me. 
Be it in business, personal life or relationships, I strive always to 
be moving forward; growing, learning and challenging myself. I 
never want to be stagnant, stand still or lay low. There’s too much 
to do, to see, to be!
Superpower:
I am courageous and fearless. There’s only one life. I want to live 
it. I jump in with both feet hands in the air and yell “Here I come”. 
I share this “Superpower” attitude and hope to encourage and 
support anyone I can in their own journey

Action Item:
I am going to live my life to the fullest every day! There’s no 
time to waste. There’s so much to do, to see, to become, and to 
accomplish. My hope is that my spirit and drive are infectious to 
others. ‘Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss you will land among 
the stars!”

Terri Bona
Director of Fund Development
Family YMCA of the Desert
Inspiration: 
I am inspired by my boss and co-workers. My boss never asks us 
to do anything he wouldn’t do and he “gets in the trenches” with 
us. My co-workers work with over 3,800 children every day for 
child care (preschool to teen programs).  I model them in what 
they do so I can simply “keep up” with them.
Superpower: 
I’m not super nor powerful, but I am a good listener. In my 
personal life and my profession, being a good listener has served 
me well. It’s amazing what you can glean simply by being quiet.
Action Item:
I am motivated by children in need; their need inspires me into 
action. I feel for those deserving children who fall between the 
cracks and can’t have the same fun as kids whose parents can 
afford it. I work hard, so that every child can perform on a “level 
playing field” for a solid start to their lives.

Sarah Bryant
Executive Director
Desert Cancer Foundation
Inspiration:
I am inspired daily by people who give selflessly, advocate for 
those less fortunate than ourselves, and serve our community 
with love, kindness and integrity.
Superpower:
Encouraging and empowering others. I want my team to be 
brave. I want them to know they are strong, intelligent, loved and 
capable human beings that make a positive impact in the lives of 
others every single day.

Action Item:
Learn and grow each day. Listen more, read often, embrace new 
experiences and be a fearless explorer – I strive to be better than
I was yesterday. 

“Life is fully lived 
when we share our 
experiences with 

others.”
  Kate Anderson 

“Shoot for the moon. 
Even if you miss you 
will land among the 

stars!”
  Laurie Baldwin
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Darla Burkett
Executive Director
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission
Inspiration: 
I see the need. Witnessing the impact of changed lives inspires 
me daily. Networking and frequent communication is vital.
We live in a thriving community, I strive to close gaps, assisting 
people to reach their personal best.
Superpower: 
Working with people. I appreciate the ability to work with all 
socio-economic groups every day. I am strong in communications 
and multi-tasking.
Action Item:
Meet your goals, set your sights high but within reach, working on 
expanding our brand to benefit others is my priority.

Mandy Calvano
President
The Aging Community Team
Inspiration:
People! I love people their stories, passions, cultures, attitudes, 
experiences, adversities, and abilities. Interacting with all types of 
people inspires me in every way. The good, the bad, and the ugly. 
The good inspires me to do better, the bad inspires me to stay 
good, and the ugly, everyone has a little and sometimes you just 
have to look past it.
Superpower:
Kryptonite CAN’T STOP ME! Not even Superman can say that. 
Moving forward is my superpower. As my Grandpa Gene would say 
“You have to go out on the limb, that’s where the fruit is.” I firmly 
believe you’ll never go anywhere standing in the same place.
Tolerance makes progress and support moves mountains.
Action Item:
Compassion: Sympathetic consciousness of others’ distress. 
(Webster’s Dictionary) There is a solution for every problem
and we can all be part of the solution. Through education, 
fundraising, and sharing our experiences we help others succeed.

Andrea Carter
President/CEO
Andrea Carter & Associates
Inspiration:
I was born a pleaser, so I’m driven to exceed my clients’ 
expectations in everything I do. If feedback on the writing 
assignments and marketing projects entrusted to me is 
something like, “Nailed it!”– I’m ecstatic, which ultimately fuels 
continued inspiration.
Superpower:
Mega Multi-tasking! With two active teenage daughters, board 
commitments and a full client workload, my ability to multi-task 
is essential to marking off the many items on my to-do list each 
day. Sometimes this includes putting on mascara in the car (at 
stoplights, of course!).

Action Item:
Building relationships and being involved in our community 
has not only had a strong impact on my career, but it has also 
introduced me to a number of incredibly talented friends and 
special causes which have enriched my life in ways I could have 
never imagined.

Claudia Castorena
CFO / Co-Founder
Galilee Center
Inspiration: 
A call to service is my inspiration. I committed to serve the 
less fortunate of my neighbors almost 30 years ago and I’m 
still going.  To know that each day is an opportunity to make a 
difference in the life of others.
Superpower: 
Empathy and honesty – these abilities have served me well in 
every situation. I like to make others feel they are listened to.  
Effective and transparent communication is integral in everything 
we do.
Action Item:
I will continue my commitment towards alleviating poverty and 
seeking permanent solutions to the lack of resources in the east 
Coachella Valley.

Sarah G. Clapp
Executive Director
Guide Dogs of the Desert
Inspiration: 
For inspiration I start my day with a morning devotion, inviting 
God into my day, keeping me from foolish ways or doing harm, to 
always do good and stay in loving relationships; that I may be an 
answer to another’s prayer as a sign of hope into the world.
Superpower: 
My superpower is the ability to envision the big picture and keep 
it constantly in mind while identifying the finite details that will 
bring the vision to fruition.
Action Item:
People to people, organization to organization — connection 
is vital to the health and growth for all. There is enough to go 
around for everyone to thrive, sustain, and deliver on their 
mission. It is inherent on me to be a mentor that will serve and 
inspire others, to create community. 

Nancy Cunningham
President
Literary Society of the Desert 
Inspiration: 
The Coachella Valley is enriched by the depth and variety of its 
many diverse non-profit organizations and I am proud that the 
Literary Society of the Desert is able to add to that rich tapestry 
by bringing world-class authors to our area, introducing local 
students to the joys of reading, and supporting our outstanding 
local libraries. 
Superpower: 
Prior to retiring in Rancho Mirage, I worked in both non-profit 
and corporate leadership positions. The most valuable skill I 
gained was thinking “outside the box” and that has served me 
well in starting and leading this new non-profit organization.
Action Item:
It is important to remember that a membership organization 
is just that —it belongs to the members, not the leadership.  
Everything we do should be guided by that reality.

WOMEN WHO INSPIRE US DESERT CHARITIES NEWS

“Witnessing the impact 
of changed lives 

inspires me daily.”
  Darla Burkett 

“I like to make others 
feel they are listened 

to.”
  Claudia Castorena



Leticia De Lara
Chief Executive Officer
Regional Access Project Foundation
Inspiration: 
My parents, who taught me that caring for the less fortunate 
was an essential obligation. Although I grew up as a migrant 
farmworker, I never felt “poor” because I had the love and support 
of my family. My parents inspired me to pursue my education and 
reach my full potential. 
Superpower: 
My optimistic nature. I like to look for the good in people and I 
don’t ever get discouraged even when I have setbacks. I believe 
this has paid large dividends for me and for those I serve.
Action Item:
I am committed to working towards increasing the capacity of 
nonprofits to better serve our clients. By seeking and developing 
relationships with potential partners and collaborators, RAP will be 
the “premier” provider of resources and educational opportunities 
for nonprofits.

Dr. Rene Dell’Acqua
Philanthropist

Inspiration:
My inspiration has been and always will be helping people.  There 
is no greater joy to me than making others smile.  My heart is full 
when I know I have made a difference in another persons life.
I am inspired year after year by the incredible people who I have 
had the honor of meeting through community service.
Superpower:
My energy is my superpower. I have a very positive energy which 
enables me to see possibilities where others see difficulties. 
I also have an abundance of energy so I tend to get a lot done
and don’t tire very easily. I get excited about projects which
fuels this energy even more.

Action Item:
I have served on numerous boards for different charitable 
organizations over the past 22 years. I have a wide range of 
interests and learning new things keeps me energized.  Helping 
people is my passion. I plan to continue my community 
involvement and am mentoring my son and daughter-in-law to 
do the same.

Denise DuBarry Hay
Owner
Wildest Greens
Inspiration: 
When I see the transformative effects my businesses have on 
people, I become more inspired. I believe that physical and 
emotional fulfillment comes from what you put in your body and 
how you use your body. Wildest Greens, and Bikram Yoga Plus are 
places that make people happier and healthier.
Superpower: 
There is no time like the present. If I think of something I have 
to do, I get it done right then and there. I’d like to imagine my 
superpower is the ability to stretch time and do as many things as 
possible before the next thing on my schedule.
Action Item:
It pains me to see so many smart, beautiful people fail to meet 
their maximum potential in life due to vices and bad choices.  I 
am a long time supporter of Olive Crest, and SafeHouse and I 
wish I could do more for them.

Alison Elsner
Executive Director
San Bernardino County
Medical Society
Inspiration:
People who overcome what would be insurmountable challenges 
to most others, in order to succeed and persevere. That’s a tie with 
people who protect and promote nature and animal lives.
Superpower:
Emotional intelligence (EQ) and good judgement, which to 
me involve a mix of empathy, sensitivity, patience and humor 
in interacting with people, depending on the situation. They 
foster relationships of trust and confidence and usually result 
in productive outcomes for everyone involved. Oh, and my 
writing skills.

Action Item:
To maximize my potential in personal accomplishments and 
business and purposefully taking action so that I go out of 
this world leaving it better than I came into it. I want to bring 
out the best in others and build their confidence and sense of 
security and safety, whether through kindness, mentorship or 
positive affirmation.

Ginny Foat
Executive Director
Mizell Senior Center
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired by my staff at Mizell and their dedication to our 
clients. There’s an old saying about working in the non-profit 
arena, “you need to love the work because you will never love 
the money”. We could not afford to pay for the true worth of their 
selfless acts of kindness.  
Superpower: 
Never being afraid to take a leap of faith or start a new adventure.  
Throughout my career I have believed that one person can 
change the world. My mantra: “The question isn’t who is going to 
let me; it’s who is going to stop me”. Ayn Rand
Action Item:
Always work on passing the torch, cultivating talent and 
motivating achievement. Learn from successes and failures and 
share that knowledge. As others are seeking self-aggrandizement 
rather than working for the greater good, strive to keep the 
focus on the mission and ensure that the work will continue well 
beyond my tenure. 

Maureen Forman
Executive Director
JFS of the Desert
Inspiration:
I am inspired daily by people facing poverty and uncertainty and 
yet continuing to push forward to make a way for themselves or 
their families. The indominable human spirit amazes me! Clients 
who can laugh when everything appears to be crashing around 
them push me to do the most I can to make this world work for 
everyone.
Superpower:
My superpower is perspective. A miracle is often just a change 
in perspective. As long as I can reorient myself to what is truly 
valuable in any given situation, I am able to be my best self which 
allows others to be their best selves.

Action Item:
Defending Women’s Rights and combatting Climate Change are 
always at the top of my Action Item list. Human dignity  is directly 
affected by both. 
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Susan Francis
John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Foundation – Ophelia Project
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired when dedicated people work in harmony to accomplish 
good in our communities…. a true and respectful team effort, 
regardless of individual personalities, working together for a 
common goal, addressing needs, filling voids, and creatively 
enhancing the quality of life in our valley. That inspires me!
Superpower: 
Relationship building and being transparent about my passion 
for good results. My sensitivity for other’s feelings and my ability 
to connect openly and engage people. I’m always working 
towards creating a win-win-win outcome. My intuition and ability 
to ‘read’ people and situations has always served me well. 
Action Item:
Do the right thing even when it’s not the popular thing. Leading 
with this example will inspire others to have courage in doing what 
should be done even when it’s the more difficult road to take.

Eve Fromberg-
Edelstein
Attorney at Law and Partner
Fromberg Edelstein & Fromberg
Inspiration:
Impact. I hope to help nonprofit organizations learn to operate at 
the highest level possible. I want to impact the nonprofit industry 
by educating and advising board of directors and staff as to their 
legal compliance requirements and educating boards and staff to 
help them achieve their biggest impact.
Superpower:
Communication. I believe I am a skilled communicator. I have a 
natural ability to reach others that has only grown with education 
and experience.  I love to inform people and share my knowledge 
about nonprofit management with them, but I use humor, allegory 
and metaphor to express myself and to keep the listener engaged. 

Action Item:
Sustainability.  I want to help nonprofits solidify themselves as 
high functioning businesses regardless of nonprofit or for profit 
status. A nonprofit business should operate on a sophisticated 
level, and still be able to help people and give away services. 
In fact, when a nonprofit is functioning as a business, they will 
provide better services and achieve a greater impact.  

Noelle Furon
Marketing & Public Information Officer
Desert Recreation District and  
Desert Recreation Foundation
Inspiration: 
Integrity – every time I see someone who stands up for what is 
right, regardless of any opposition, I am inspired to do my best in 
all aspects of my personal and professional life.
Superpower: 
Perseverance. No matter what adversity or challenge may present 
itself, I keep taking steps forward to overcome the issue and move 
forward so as to not let the challenge stop me.
Action Item:
To continue developing and growing partnerships and business 
relationships that foster a positive environment for both internal 
and external customers.

Maria Elena Geyer
President & Chief Executive Officer
CancerPartners
Inspiration:
What inspires me is knowing that CancerPartners’ program of 
emotional and educational support brings such value to the 
community! As leader of the organization, my focus is always on 
the high quality of the services we provide and raising the bar 
even higher every day.  
Superpower:
My first superpower is never to give up, and the second is to 
always seek collaborations. I don’t have to be the author or 
developer of everything, I don’t have to reinvent the wheel, when 
we can work toward a common cause so much more effectively by 
forging strong partnerships.

Action Item:
There’s an incredible number of people who still don’t 
know about this community’s many cancer services. We are 
strengthening the Better Together for Community cancer support 
coalition (Desert Cancer Foundation, ACS, Susan G. Komen, 
Pendleton Foundation, Lifestream, and CancerPartners) to inform 
and connect cancer patients with these no-cost services.

Jenny Gill
Executive Director
Desert X
Inspiration:
I love contributing to bringing contemporary art projects to the 
Coachella Valley. I am really inspired by the transformative power 
of public art in our lives and in our cities.
Superpower:
Only superheroes have superpowers! I am just another working 
mom although I am in a very privileged position because I have 
a job I really love and a beautiful family. I try to give back as much 
as i can, both as a mother and as a professional.

Action Item:
Making a difference and empowering communities through 
education, culture and contemporary art.

Connie Golds
Executive Director
Desert Best Friend’s Closet
Inspiration:
A firm belief in the power of one person. Whether it be as simple 
as a smile, volunteering one’s time or making a donation, each of 
us can make the world a better place.
Superpower:
I am the ultimate optimist. I truly believe things will work out 
for the best. And if it appears that they don’t, then you have an 
opportunity to grow, adapt and improve.

Action Item:
I am passionate about leveling the playing field so all can achieve 
economic independence through employment. There’s dignity in 
a day’s work and pride in receiving a paycheck – and a day’s work 
should earn a living wage.
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Ellen Goodman
Executive Director
The Foundation for Palm Springs 
Unified School District
Inspiration: 
People inspire me. I have a belief that we are all special, have 
a voice, a vision and unique experience which got us to where 
we are today. The desert has attracted brilliant minds and great 
personalities. I look forward to each new day.
Superpower: 
I have mad amounts of energy.  
Action Item:
So much needs to be done especially in today’s climate. I care 
about gun control and hate crimes, food scarcity and poverty, 
animal welfare, senior abuse and neglect, mental illness and 
homelessness. The work is endless and I feel as a Palm Springs Park 
& Recs Commissioner that I can help move the needle forward.

Lea Goodsell
Vice President, Business Development
Renova Energy
Inspiration:
My inspiration is my daughter, and now my granddaughter –
I want to set a good example and have them be proud of me, and 
the difference I’m trying to make. My secret skill is an ability to 
decide, write and type quickly so I get a lot done in a day!
Superpower:
My superpower is the ability to juggle many things at once 
and find intersections between them. In the organizations I’m 
involved with, wonderful women also share their superpowers 
with me!

Action Item:
I’m currently serving as President for the Palm Desert Rotary, and 
on the board of the Cal State Associates and Eisenhower Health 
Auxiliary. Among other efforts, work continues with each of them 
to provide more scholarships to enable additional students to 
attend college and change the trajectory of their lives and that of 
their families.

Beverly Greer
Chief Executive Officer
Neuro Vitality Center
Inspiration:
Every working day I am surrounded by people facing challenges. 
Many are unable to articulate, or to ambulate, and or to 
communicate verbally. And yet, people are laughing, people are 
helping each other, people are striving to regain some control. It 
is those people who inspire me every day.
Superpower:
Practicing and teaching the ability to see beyond afflictions to the 
person living with a neurological disorder. Allowing the person to 
build confidence and independence and doing things their way. 
Focusing on allowing outcomes to unfold rather than focusing on 
not process.

Action Item:
The benefits of a central hub, a safe, caring environment 
maximizing well-being are the heart of our treatment. Proving  
the value of this treatment by building success stories one person 
at a time is a project that will never be completed – there is always 
one more person to help. 

Ann Greeson
Vice President/CFO
AVSU
Inspiration: 
I am inspired by people working together. When you’re 
connecting a diverse group of talented people who have a 
common goal, the outcomes are amazing. You see people 
become friends, you see them make an impact that transforms 
the workplace as well as their personal lives. It’s awesome.
Superpower: 
My superpower is my perception. When I see people struggling 
or feel that a situation needs tweaking to be better for those 
involved, I’m relentless in trying to bring change.
Action Item:
Showing kindness and generosity even when it’s easier to be 
negative, is hard, but needed. I want to keep moving forward with 
these core values and hopefully inspire other people that when 
you have a positive mind, set intentions, you can accomplish 
anything you focus on – or at least be happier.

Victory Grund
Founder and President
Old Town Artisan Studios
Inspiration: 
“Hand made” art is treasured. I became aware of budget cuts for 
the arts in schools, senior centers and youth non-profits. In 2009 I 
personally discovered the healing power of art and I was inspired 
to start an art studio and mobile program for all ages and abilities 
year open around. 
Superpower: 
I believe in prayer and dreams and I shared those prayers and 
dreams. I discovered friends, staff, teachers and other non-profits 
had those same dreams. They are my Super Power.
Action Item:
I dream of inspiring our students to “discover” art in art museums, 
art galleries and learn about world cultures through the visual 
arts, music, dance and story telling. In “doing” art your eyes open 
to “seeing” art everywhere as never before. Providing multi-
generation art events and classes thousands of lives can be
healed, enhanced and changed.

Mary Guinane
Owner
The Write Answer
Inspiration:
I’ve always been inspired by the underdog. Especially those who 
have battled adversity out of the spotlight, refusing to give up 
hope. I’m grateful to get to share those kinds of inspirational 
stories in order to help nonprofits do even more good in the world.
Superpower:
Positive Mental Attitude, fondly referred to by my dad as PMA.
Dad taught us that attitude is more powerful than any obstacle 
in the road. We can choose how we react to whatever comes 
our way and that finding the good in any situation makes life 
so much better.

Action Item:
Continue to share the power of story with nonprofit organizations. 
It’s important not only that donors hear these stories to inspire 
their support, but also that nonprofit professionals understand 
the immense value their work brings to our communities.

WOMEN WHO INSPIRE US DESERT CHARITIES NEWS

 “ I have a belief that 
we are all special, 
have a voice, a 
vision and unique

      Experience which 
got us to where we 

are today.”

  Ellen Goodman

“ We can choose 
how we react to 
whatever comes 
our way and that 
finding the good 
in any situation 
makes life so much 

better.”
Mary Guinane



Nancy Harris
President
The Coeta and Donald Barker 
Foundation
Inspiration: 
To have the resources available to help those in need. 
Superpower: 
 To have a Board of Directors that shares the need to help 
organizations and provide the grants to meet their purposes.
Action Item:
The Foundation was created by a couple that was very charitable. 
Our Board is dedicated to maintaining the standards and wishes 
established by the Barkers. For 30 years, I have been honored to 
carry on their legacy and support many charitable causes.

Lynn Hawks
Co-Owner, Executive Producer 
Circle Take Media Inc. 
Inspiration:
As an entrepreneur for more than 40 years, my passion is helping 
small businesses, entrepreneurs grow and thrive doing what 
they love most. Helping unlock the power of their message, their 
expertise, their excellence and sharing it with their ideal audience 
using VIDEO production is my skill. 
Superpower:
My super power is revealing a client’s true motivation, passion 
and inspiration for what they do, “their story.” Beyond the widgets 
they sell or services they provide, I help clients integrate the 
integrity and commitment they have for their clients and their 
business into their marketing message.

Action Item:
Fixed budgets, tight timelines, high expectations are the day to 
day challenges every non profit faces. Working smarter, learning 
to impliment the latest digital marketing strategies is a big task 
but a game changer yielding massive results. Education is never 
ending… I see myself not only as a marketing facilitator but also 
an educator.  

Tamara Hedges
Executive Director
University of California, Riverside 
Palm Desert Center
President
Friends of the Palm Springs Animal Shelter
Inspiration: 
I was raised to believe that if I didn’t like something or felt there was 
an injustice of some kind, rather than complain, I should work to 
change it. The Midwest “no whiners” rule. This belief is engrained in 
my psyche and propels me to take action to find solutions.
Superpower: 
I can disappear. Into a book. Into a song. Into a hike with my dogs. 
These escapes recharge my brain, restart my creativity, and refuel 
my enthusiasm for my work.
Action Item:
My belief that everyone deserves to live a happy, safe and 
comfortable life, free from suffering and exploitation, extends 
to both human beings and animals. While there are countless 
obstacles to making this dream a reality, overcoming each barrier 
starts with education. Educate. Elevate. Evolve.

Dr. Jenna LeComte- 
Hinely
Chief Executive Officer
HARC, Inc. (Health Assessment and 
Research for Communities)
Inspiration:
I’m inspired by all the wonderful agencies we work with who are 
making our community a better place. I’m proud to be able to 
support them with the research and data that they need to do their 
best work. I love running a nonprofit that helps other nonprofits. 
Superpower:
First, research methods, which allows me to help nonprofits 
quantify their impact and measure the ways in which they change 
lives. Second, data analysis, which allows me to take what looks 
like just a bunch of numbers/words and turn it into practically 
useful information that helps guide nonprofit agencies.

Action Item:
I’m on a crusade to bring the power of data to all nonprofits, 
and to make it accessible and fun. I want to make research and 
evaluation less “scary” and more “exciting”.

Lisa Houston
Chief Operating Officer
Desert Healthcare District/Foundation
Inspiration: 
Inspiration often comes through understanding the issue, my 
appreciation for innovative people who think outside of the box, 
and opportunities to make a positive difference in my community. 
I use a big-picture approach to resolve an issue, looking at it from 
every side and its far-reaching effects on all stakeholders.
Superpower: 
My superpower is the ability to channel my drive, passion, 
tenacity and commitment to identify solutions that work for the 
greatest number of people, supported by my continuous desire to 
learn from others every step of the way.
Action Item:
The cause that motivates me is the simple fact that far too many 
community members are faced with multiple challenges to 
health and wellness on a daily basis. To help support these 
residents, I will continue to focus my attention on how to build 
bridges between all service providers here in the Coachella Valley.

Pat Kaplan
Co-Founder
Alzheimer’≠s Coachella Valley
Inspiration:
My inspiration comes from the families and individuals living with 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia. Being able to separate the disease from the 
person and seeing that heart and soul that is still within. Focusing 
on the hope and opportunities to still have a quality of life and 
enjoy the moment.
Superpower:
Thanks to the individuals and families I work with I have learned 
to speak Alzheimer’s as well as live and breathe it. There is never 
one day the same and “thinking out of the box” is my reality. I 
sometimes I believe I am a detective uncovering a cold case that 
suddenly comes alive.

Action Item:
Currently we would like to expand the days and hours available 
to reach out to the more than 30,000 families and individuals 
impacted by Alzheimer’s/Dementia in the Coachella Valley!
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Barbara Keller
Philanthropist

Inspiration: 
At 106, my dad makes every day count. He paints, reads books 
and lives life to its fullest. Coupled with former UCLA coach John 
Wooden’s words, “You can’t live a perfect day without doing 
something for someone who will never be able to repay you,”
I’ve acquired perfect inspirations, Papa and John!
Superpower: 
My many friendships in the non-profit community and 
knowledge of immediate needs of many charities have resulted 
in my ability to make connections. I have, for example, introduced 
Annette Bloch to Desert AIDS Project, resulting in the creation of 
a Cancer Center. I’ve procured honorees, staff and celebrities for 
other charities.
Action Item:
Get Tested CV was a successful Desert AIDS Project piloted 
campaign reducing HIV by making voluntary testing routine, but 
we need a cure! We need to eradicate homelessness, to negate 
bias, teach diversity and social justice. We should provide visual and 
performing arts education in schools.

Edith Keller
Co-Founder
Alzheimer’s Coachella Valley
Inspiration:
My inspiration to do what I do comes from my mother who 
taught me the joy of giving and the responsibility to give from 
the tradition of doing “mizvot” the Hebrew word for doing good 
deeds. She was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 1995. It 
was then that I knew my calling was to work with families dealing 
with the disease. 
Superpower:
My instincts and ability to empathize with people. As a licensed 
Marriage and Family therapist the skill to be present and 
understand the pain they are experiencing gives me a special 
insight into helping them with their special needs.

Action Item:
My inspiration comes from my mother who taught me the joy and 
responsibility of giving from the tradition of doing “mizvot,” the 
Hebrew word for doing good deeds. When she was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease in 1995, I knew my calling was to work 
with families dealing with the disease.

Paula Kennedy
Regional Charitable Giving Officer
The Community Foundation 
Inspiration: 
My greatest inspirations have come from my family, mentors, 
donors and colleagues. They have guided me in my philanthropic 
career by sharing their beliefs, time and talents in helping to 
make a positive impact in their communities. 
Superpower: 
My superpower would be the ability to combine the two main 
styles of decision making together – analytical and intuitive. 
While I am through and systematic – making lists every day; I also 
rely on my past experiences and go with my gut – it seldom lets 
me down!
Action Item:
The growth in size and prosperity in the Coachella Valley has 
come with significant health, human service, educational and 
environmental needs that must be addressed. It is my hope that 
through collaborative efforts we can continue to bring equity to 
these areas of need.

Terri Ketover
Philanthropist

Inspiration:
I am inspired by people who have less – less time, financial 
resources, advantages – and yet accomplish more. I am inspired 
by their determination, compassion and courage, and by the 
difference they make in the world!
Superpower:
I have 2 superpowers – capacity and connection. I have the 
capacity to take on many projects simultaneously and see them 
through to completion. And I am connected to an amazing group 
of talented and dedicated people who ensure that these projects 
are successful!

Action Item:
I am committed to making a difference in this community – to 
improving physical and mental health through my work with 
Desert AIDS project and the Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center, and 
to enhancing the cultural environment through my association 
with the Palm Springs Art Museum’s Annenberg Theater.

Roberta Klein
President and Founder
Read With Me Volunteer Programs
Inspiration: 
Every day begins by my thanking the Lord for all the blessings 
in my life. Then my day is spent in activities that embrace the 
concept of doing the right thing for the right reason. 
Superpower: 
My talents for the past 14 years have been used to recruit mature 
educated adults to help local children who live in poverty and 
come from homes where no English is spoken. The adults tutor 
6 to 8 children a day in their classrooms. Each child reads to 
the adult, who helps with pronounciation and most important 
comprehension. The smiles of both children and tutors are a 
major inspiration. 
Action Item:
The very large percentage of children in the far east Coachella 
Valley are handicapped by their poor literacy skills. We continue 
to need more volunteers and donations to serve the schools that 
ask for our help. What could be a more joyful experience than 
helping children learn to read, and then read to succeed and 
attain their maximum potential.

Kristy Kneiding
Director of Public Relations
Cord Media Company
Inspiration:
I’m inspired by creativity. Whether it’s by artists, writers, chefs, or 
non-profits finding unique ways to assist others, creativity makes 
the world a better place. Seeing other people’s talents inspires 
me to be more creative as well. 
Superpower:
Being resourceful. I feel like I can accomplish anything with this 
trait. It’s about knowing where to look for solutions when needed 
or knowing whom to call. Surrounding yourself with good friends 
helps too!

Action Item:
To always be growing, learning and changing to help inspire 
others and continue to bring awareness to a variety of causes 
through public relations and outreach efforts.
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Becky Kurtz
Executive Director
Desert Town Hall
Inspiration: 
Finding joy fuels everything I do. Joy makes me grateful. Joy 
makes me creative. Joy leads me to appreciate everyone around 
me. It starts with a smile. It’s impossible to be in a bad mood 
when you’re smiling.
Superpower: 
After way too many years of sometimes ignoring it, I’ve learned to 
trust my gut. If there’s a nagging little voice in my head that says 
something is not right, I’ve learned to listen to it.
Action Item:
Ask anyone who knows me what my middle name is. It’s “Change.” 
If we’re not constantly changing, getting better, looking for new 
ways to do things, we’re falling behind.

Kathleen Jurasky
District Manager
Palm Springs Cemetery District
Inspiration:
I don’t know of any “secret skills” however I can tell you that the 
shear nature of the cemetery profession requires a skillset I am 
fortunate to possess. The ability to provide an environment that is 
sensitive to our clients’ emotional state while providing necessary 
services is must.
Superpower:
I lost my Mother when I was a teenager and she taught me at that 
early age that I am no better/no less than any other person and 
to respect and treat others accordingly. That and other lessons 
learned from her are at the core of what drives my life and career.

Action Item:
As a 21-year Cemeterian one has the responsibility to pay forward 
the knowledge and lessons learned to the new Managers across 
the state. Locally, our goal is to continue to create new and 
improve the necessary services for the residents of our District.

Kelly Levy
Charities & Marketing Director
Bighorn Golf Club Charities
Inspiration: 
Every person I meet and speak to, makes an impact on my life! 
Their stories are imprinted on my heart. When witnessing tears 
of happiness or sadness, experiencing their laughter or anger, 
and seeking rewards during a challenge is life changing for me. 
Peoples lives bring inspiration to my life.
Superpower: 
Positive Intensity/Extremest. People would say I am an intense 
person who finds excitement throughout life and challenges. 
My positive energy and compassion allows others to look at the 
brighter side of a situation or or task. I feel my strongest value 
and the key to my success is finding the passion behind the 
mission.
Action Item:
Unstoppable Moments. Working with charities and paying it 
forward gives me motivation. It’s a time in our world to focus on 
building relationships that make a difference and that can help 
foster change and impowering each other. Focus on “DOING & 
CREATING GREATNESS” you can’t go wrong in the end.

Maggie Lockridge
President/Founder
Rebuilding Americas Warriors
Inspiration:
Having served our country as an Air Force RN during the Viet 
Nam war, I wanted to make certain that our returning Iraq and 
Afghanistan wounded veterans would receive every conceivable 
reconstructive, aesthetic, surgical procedure to reclaim their 
pre-war lives. To assure their disfiguring wounds would never be 
forgotten or neglected.
Superpower:
For 18 years I supervised the aftercare of over 40,000 
recuperating plastic/cosmetic surgery guests as owner and 
Administrator of Shanteque, Beverly Hills leading aftercare 
facility. I had the knowledge and surgeon affiliations to create 
RAW, Rebuilding America’s Warriors. Once you serve, an element 
of Patriotism is created, love of country and flag.

Action Item:
To reach out to all wounded, spread awareness of RAW’s 
existence, fund raise to insure sustainability of foundation, create 
additional surgical and dental teams throughout the country, 
assure our veteran’s they are loved, appreciated, and honored. 
RAW’s volunteer surgeons/dentists are located in all 50 states.

DeAnn Lubell-Ames
Owner
Lubell Marketing Solutions
Inspiration: 
I’ve had the honor of representing nonprofits that aid those with 
disabilities; seniors on fixed incomes; low-income children in 
need of extra tutoring and books; as well as many charities that 
strive to better the lives of humans in general.  Those individuals 
who rise above their limited potentials inspire me. 
Superpower: 
My open heart.  I can’t represent or market an organization or 
product that I don’t passionately believe in. 
Action Item:
My business motivation is to continue market nonprofit 
organizations that have accomplished much and yet, have 
much more to accomplish – keeping up the momentum of 
inspiration, love, and help.   My relationships with media and 
donors arrived by honesty, reliability, and caring.  Something I 
will strive to continue.  

Jan Lupia
Founder & Executive Director
Mama’s House
Inspiration:
Working with women, whose lives are wrecked either by 
themselves or circumstances, to see them change and on track 
for success. My calling is to provide the opportunity and tools 
necessary for them to accomplish this in order to face a brighter-
future, whether choosing to parent or allow adoption.
Superpower:
My faith. Nothing is impossible with God. Glory and honor 
belong to him who gives me all I need to fulfill my purpose, 
dedicating my life to working with broken and hurting women.  
What joy to see them realize God has a purpose driven life in 
store for them also.

Action Item:
Increase the number of women we serve at Mama’s House and 
Hope Center. Their needs are great when facing insurmountable 
obstacles. By offering love, support, and tools with a hand up and 
out of despair, their critical physical needs are met and they can 
face the future with hope.
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Kathy McAdara
Executive Director
SafeHouse of the Desert
Inspiration: 
I am inspired by the young people that I serve. Watching the 
growth of youth who were once so downtrodden and defeated 
start to reach their potential is invigorating and inspiring. With 
love and support we can all make a difference in their lives.
Superpower: 
Determination. In the words of Winston Churchill “Never ever, 
ever, ever, ever give up.
Action Item:
To continue to focus on building relationships with community 
people who are interested in making a difference in the life of 
someone in need. Communities are inspired by people coming 
together for a greater good. Collaborative efforts can be time 
consuming but we learn so much from our partners and it is all 
worth it in the end! 

Diana Marlo Noll
CEO
Marlo Promotions Inc.
Inspiration:
I believe we ALL have a mission on this earth. Following my first 
Woman’s Show in 1993, I realized my life was about connecting 
like minded women and sharing knowledge and inspiration thru 
community and charity events. I am inspired by the amazing 
women I have met on this journey.
Superpower:
Helping people connect in meaningful ways, establish authentic 
friendships, and work on projects that are making a difference. 

Action Item:
 I find it very rewarding to produce the Desert Woman’s Show 
and showcase products, services, informational speakers and 
community charities that are passionate about their work. This 
year given all the recent tragedies around the world we will be 
focusing on mental health awareness and suicide prevention for 
youth and young adults.

Tammy Martin
Executive Director
Friends of the Desert Mountains
Inspiration: 
People. My family, friends, staff, board members and most 
inspired by our dedicated volunteers. I love what I do and 15 
years with Friends of the Desert Mountains proves it.
Superpower: 
Overcoming Challenges. When accepting the Executive Director’s 
position two years ago I knew there would be challenges and 
barriers I had to overcome, such as, apprehension to fundraising 
to support our mission. When your heart is into what you do, it’s 
easy to successfully jump those hurdles.
Action Item:
Take the organization to the next level by overseeing the Youth 
Education program from kick off through fruition. Continue to 
network to build awareness about our organization and the land 
it supports through preservation, conservation and education.

Ruth Moir
CEO/Founder
The Steinway Society of 
Riverside County
Inspiration:
My inspiration and motivation come from working with the 
young people in our community. Music lessons require discipline, 
dedication and the ability to get along with one’s peers as well 
as giving up free time. As a professional musician these above 
mentioned are a given. To find these attributes in the young people 
is very exciting. There is a joy in achieving the playing of music. Many 
of our students are the first in their family to play an instrument.
Superpower:
My super power is gratitude for being able to do something I love 
every day. It is truly a gift not to be taken for granted. Providing 
music classes for children is never ending, because we have new 
children coming along every year. 

Action Item:
Fundraising is the necessary part of keeping your programs 
going.The Coachella Valley is very unique, we have great wealth 
and the underserved community. This is a very caring community 
and the generous people understand how important it is to 
educate our children. Probably the most important elements are 
enhancing Math and Reading Skills.

Becky Moreno  
Executive Director
Variety – the Children’s Charity 
of the Desert
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired by the special needs children and families that we 
serve. The parents’ devotion to these children who require round-
the-clock care is awe inspiring and the fierce desire to encourage 
growth and independence for their children is beyond admirable. 
They are challenged daily with accomplishing routine activities 
that most of us take for granted. 
Superpower:
First superpower is helping the special needs families find the 
solutions that can help their children. The smile on the face of a 
special needs child when they ride a bike for the first time is my 
other superpower!

Action Item:
 I’m passionate about providing local special needs and 
disadvantaged children an opportunity to have a future 
without limits. I will continue to advocate for these children and 
encourage others to discover the joy in making a child smile!

Ann Mostofi
Vice President, Patient Care Services
Eisenhower Health
Inspiration:
I draw inspiration from the passion and dedication of the nurses, 
physicians, and the many other members of the healthcare team 
with whom I am privileged to work. Their caring and compassion 
for those who suffer infuses meaning and purpose to my life and 
my career.
Superpower:
My Team! Unleashing their strengths and innovative spirit have 
driven patient care to be patient-focued, and evidence-based. 
They are always striving to improve processes and alleviate 
suffering. Empowering professionals through shared decision-
making makes the team stronger, stimulates innovation, and 
promotes pride in all we do together.

Action Item:
Mentoring young women and young men to reach and unleash 
their hidden potential. Young leaders have so much capacity 
waiting to be tapped. Assisting them to use it and to keep a sense 
of wonder and delight in their work with others is so necessary to 
lead a purposeful life.
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Patricia “Patty” 
Newman
Chair, Board of Directors
Coachella Valley Wellness Foundation
Inspiration: 
My life-long inspiration comes from those who, with no fault 
of their own, are in much less fortunate life conditions. Those 
of us who have been more fortunate have, I believe, more 
responsibility in our communities to improve life of others.
Superpower: 
Wow, interesting question; I don’t think of myself as having any 
‘super power’!
Action Item:
As long as I have the ability, both individually and with the Board of 
the Coachella Valley Wellness Foundation, I will continue to work 
for and support programs and organizations that improve the lives 
in our communities.

Judi Olivas
Director of Development
One Future Coachella Valley
Inspiration:
I am inspired by the extraordinary generosity of others. Being 
around passionate, giving people who love what they do is 
inspirational and contagious. It is amazing to see mountains 
moved, lives changed, and challenges overcome by the power of 
giving and the joy it brings. Everyone can do something that can 
make a difference!
Superpower:
Authenticity, care and optimism - seeing the good in all persons. 
I care about the success of whatever I choose to be involved with 
and the success of the relationships built. By truly caring for 
others, I believe together we foster the path for a brighter future. 
From this place, positive and lasting impacts are created.

Action Item:
Spread kindness and practice gratitude daily. I believe that each 
and every one of us possesses the power to impact someone else 
in a positive way. Gratitude keeps me in check and reminds me 
to never assume or take things for granted.  The more I focus on 
these, the more powerful it makes me in every facet of my life.

Alexis Ortega 
Director of Community Engagement
The LGBT Community Center of 
the Desert
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired by the generations of ancestors that came before 
me, who tapped into their resiliency despite incredible amounts 
of discrimination, inequities, violence, and harm: indigenous 
folks, queer/trans/gender-nonconforming people, communities 
of color, immigrants, and others. I’m constantly energized by the 
youth who are creating the future they wish to live in. 
Superpower: 
Sharing gratitude and appreciation. Giving my gratitude to my allies, 
partners, and colleagues for their contributions, whatever the size, 
enhances my connections to each of them and enriches my work. 
Appreciation is definitely one of my favorite things to give.
Action Item:
Equity and justice for all people. Building people power. 
Changing systems of oppression and inequality that dampen 
opportunities to succeed, especially in communities of color. 
Until we’re all able to look at ourselves and how we contribute to 
systems of oppression, we won’t get very far. 

Patti Park
Executive Director
Angel View, Inc.
Inspiration:
I’m inspired by people who step up to challenges and refuse to 
give up. Every day I’m inspired by our clients who face significant 
challenges in their lives due to their disabling conditions. No 
matter how difficult, they never stop trying to learn new skills and 
to be more independent. 
Superpower:
Problem solving. Complex problems require a thorough 
understanding of the problem, including those impacted by 
the problem. Bringing the right people together to work out an 
appropriate solution is key to effective problem solving. Working 
with a group of people on problem resolution is an effective 
teambuilding exercise as well.  

Action Item:
The population we serve, children and adults with disabilities is 
often a forgotten population. This population continued to grow 
during our six decades of work here and our services are needed. 
I will continue to work hard to ensure Angel View is here to serve 
this population for many years to come.  

Kyle Radke
CEO
Jones Agency
Inspiration: 
I am inspired by change. I thrive in this highly creative 
environment because it calls for, make that… demands, constant 
change. You will never hear me tell anyone – because that’s the 
way we have always done it.
Superpower: 
The three E’s – Effective, Emotional, Enduring
Action Item:
I believe strongly in the core belief that if you don’t like what’s 
being said – simply CHANGE the conversation. Stay positive – and 
always focus on the HOW TO not the WE CAN’T.
Personal mantra………Whatever it takes.

Bianca Rae
Founder/CEO
Bianca Rae Foundation
Inspiration:
Faith inspires me, specifically Luke 12:48: For unto whomsoever 
much is given shall be much required. God and my family have 
given me a lot, and I’ve worked for a lot. I thank God for the gifts 
and bravery he’s given me to live this bold life.
Superpower:
I have a yearning inside of me to do great things and make the 
world better.There’s a fire in me that doesn’t let me rest. I enjoy 
progress. And, from family, to my foundation team to some close 
friends, I’m never alone in my journey to conquer the world. 

Action Item:
My passion is helping the two populations I believe to be 
voiceless: children and animals. BRF plans to grow geographically 
our Rae Of Hope Retreat for middle school children. Also, we 
continue to save lives getting dogs out of kill shelters, via 
adoption events and transport.
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Jennie Rayner
Executive Director
ACT for Multiple Sclerosis
Inspiration: 
Women visionaries inspire me every day. They work tirelessly 
to ensure that individuals served have the opportunity to live 
fulfilling lives. I have been blessed to be surrounded by amazing 
women living in the Coachella Valley and have had the pleasure 
to work with many of them.
Superpower: 
Empathy. Empathy is our bond with the people around us — it’s 
our social glue. I put myself in “another person’s shoes” and it 
helps me understand their thoughts and feelings.  Ultimately, 
empathy helps us help each other to the betterment of our 
community.
Action Item:
Pay it forward and find ways to inspire the next generation of 
women to serve in helping those in need in our community.

Susan Rice
Head of School
Palm Valley School
Inspiration:
Without a doubt, it’s our students. They inspire me daily with their 
creativity, their quest for knowledge, and their ability to envision 
the world they are creating each day. They are our future!
Superpower:
Strategic Thinking and Resilience. Thinking not just about what 
our organization should look like each today, but creating a vision 
for how it will look 5–10 years from now. With that comes the 
need for resilience and perseverance in making difficult decisions 
to get there!

Action Item:
Many students in the Coachella Valley would benefit from a 
high quality independent school education. Palm Valley School 
currently gives $1M in financial aid, but we are continuing to seek 
philanthropic donors to help us increase that number to support 
more outstanding local students and families who want to attend.

Irene N. Rodriguez
Executive Director
Cabot’s Pueblo Museum
Inspiration:
My inspiration comes from children and the families that visit the 
museum.  Children help me view what I do in new perspectives 
and observing families and visitors enjoy the museum and 
the grounds inspires to preserve and raise the visibility of the 
museum in the Coachella Valley.
Superpower:
I have two superpowers: my first is dedicated my morning before 
my day to prayer journaling. It assists to be kind, compassionate, 
and patience. My second one is laugh and have fun.

Action Item:
My causes are organizations that care for the future. Relay for Life 
with American Cancer Society is working finding a cure for cancer.  
Girl Scouts provides a platform where girls gain leadership skills 
as part of the Promise Law:… make the world a better place. 

Arlene Rosenthal
President
Well in the Desert
Inspiration: 
The inspiration comes from people, and life. The gift is seeing 
the faces of people you help and knowing you have made a 
difference. It is like being high.
Superpower: 
Knowing that I am an equal with those I help. Realizing the 
potential of all, and the frailty of all. I am never afraid. I am 
guided by justice and the desire to help others try to fulfill their 
potential. I love the people who work with me, who have heart 
and are as inspired as I am. Doing good for others is sometimes 
like a euphoric drug.
Action Item:
As long as injustice is with us I will be motivated. As long as a 
mother and child face sleeping on the streets I will be motivated.  
Until people are able to sleep with a roof over their heads I will be 
motivated. Until stomachs are full I will be motivated. Until justice 
prevails I will be motivated.

Christi Salamone
President & CEO
La Quinta Arts Foundation & 
California Desert Arts Council
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired by the profound enrichment the arts brings to our 
lives. Like you, I can’t imagine a day not being moved by art in all 
its forms and expressions for us to see, hear, smell, taste and feel!  
Superpower: 
Leadership by example. I’ve always been willing to ‘get in the 
trenches’ and do whatever it takes to get the job done. 
Action Item:
I’m motivated to help empower creatives and identify paths to 
their success. My charge is to continue working to demonstrate 
the qualitative and quantitative value of the arts and advocate for 
their meaningful support.

Melanie Scherer
Founder
SNIP Bus
Inspiration:
My inspirations are my rescue ‘fur-children.’ Every day when I look 
into their innocent eyes, I am inspired to fight for the helpless & 
voiceless. 
Superpower:
I believe my superpower is my ability to connect with people and 
to bring people together. 

Action Item:
I advocate for low-cost spay/neuter in addition to animal 
rescue. My mission and the mission of my two animal welfare 
organizations, Luke’s Legacy Foundation & SNIP (Spay Neuter 
Imperative Project) are to stop the needless suffering and death 
of unwanted animals due to illness and overpopulation. 
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Carol E. Scott 
CEO
Children’s Discovery Museum of 
the Desert 
Inspiration: 
I think of all the mentors, friends, and colleagues who have 
volunteered, worked, struggled, achieved, survived, and thrived, 
and I take great inspiration from their stories. I am inspired by 
those who are authentic and intentional.
Superpower: 
I love learning and see opportunity in everything, thinking 
anything is possible. I am nothing if not resilient, sometimes 
feeling nervous but jumping in anyway, if I make a mistake or 
misjudgment, I can work things out. I like to take challenges as 
opportunities to think differently. 
Action Item:
Continue to learn, to be kind, and to give back. To mix what I love 
to do with what I care about changing most. To spend my energy 
being a champion for children, developing the potential of women, 
promoting voluntarism, and building community.

Lisa Vossler Smith
Executive Director
Modernism Week
Inspiration:
I am inspired by the passion of the preservation community and 
by those who had the early vision of what Palm Springs and the 
Coachella Valley could become – an internationally recognized 
center of midcentury modern architecture design worthy of 
celebrating on a global stage.
Superpower:
I’ve been told that my superpower is the calm that I somehow 
have the ability to project amid the hundreds of events that take 
place during Modernism Week. With so many moving parts, 
partner organizations and volunteers, I am looked upon to be 
level-headed when others are stressed. (I have to be honest, I get 
that trait from my amazing mother, Judy Vossler!)

Action Item:
Continue Modernism Week’s efforts to promote the greater Palm 
Springs region as a premier destination for architecture, design, 
arts and culture; and to help educate those who are learning 
about the tremendous value this area’s cultural heritage adds to 
our community’s vibrancy.

Kate Spates
Volunteer CEO, co-founder
Academy of Musical Performance 
(AMP)
Inspiration: 
I’m inspired by so many things… my twin daughters who in 
the face of many challenges, continue to have an outstanding 
outlook on life. I stop in my tracks for awe-inspiring nature. I get 
chills when young people make music together. I love witnessing 
people do good deeds. I enjoy people who embrace change and 
use their resources.
Superpower: 
I’ve been told that I am a natural leader, connector, influencer, 
rainmaker and problem solver. I love bringing people together 
and watching friendships and business relationships blossom.
Action Item:
I will continue to give my time, talent and treasure to the 
organizations that I feel a deep connection with. I am determined 
to continue to push forward and embrace challenges and new 
opportunities. I am in a position in my life where I can focus on the 
things I’ve said “I always wanted to do one day. Today is one day…

Nancy Tapick
President
The Desert Symphony
Inspiration:
Music! It brings great job to us; it comforts us when we are down; 
it carries us to realms of great dreams and thoughts. It can do 
anything we want and need and is a gift from those that can to 
the rest of us.
Superpower:
Boundless energy. I love to inspire others and to bring them the 
gift of music. This gives me an inexhaustible amount of strength 
and energy to do what I can to help others enrich people’s lives.

Action Item:
It is not enough to bring joy to those that come to our concerts 
but to grow new audiences and appreciation of all of the arts – 
especially music – through education work with and for the young 
people in the Coachella Valley.

Cara Van Dijk
Communications Consultant 
Cara Van Dijk Consulting
Inspiration: 
Kids – my own and others. They are fearless, authentic, live in the 
moment and believe that all things are possible. 
Superpower: 
Seeing the good in all people. I go into every situation believing 
that everyone has good intentions, and then my hope is that we 
can find a way to collaborate to do great things for more people.
Action Item:
It is the most satisfying to do something beyond myself and for 
the greater good. When I begin a project, I like to consider a few 
quotes: 
“It takes a village.” – Hillary Clinton
“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” 
– Helen Keller
I like to find inspiration in ideals like these, and then take action.

Madeline Zuckerman
President & Owner
Madeline Zuckerman Marketing & 
Public Relations, Inc.
Inspiration:
I love success stories and learning how people have overcome 
challenges to achieve success. If you have a passion you will achieve 
great success. I love working with people to solve problems and 
building trust in relationships. Hard work does pay off!
Superpower:
Transparency and honesty are two important attributes I live 
by, and look for in my personal and business relationships.  
Real people with no personal agendas allow for things to get 
accomplished. Game playing does not accomplish much at the 
end of the day.

Action Item:
I want to be remembered for making a difference.  I love helping 
young people to achieve drive, motivation, and their dreams.  I 
live by a very simple philosophy that nothing is impossible to 
achieve.  I am passionate about balance in our lives.
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The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens is excited to unveil and 
greet guests through its new entrance beginning this fall. The 
public grand opening will be held Saturday, November 3, 2018.

This beautiful complex completes the fi rst of  a three-phase 
construction project funded through The Living Desert’s 
Pride of  the Desert capital campaign. Guests will be welcomed 
into the Patti and Jack Grundhofer Plaza with palm-lined 
walkways and new guest service amenities.

Known as Grundhofer Plaza, the entrance includes a variety of  
innovative features designed to enhance the visitor’s experience 
from the moment they arrive, including self-service kiosks for 
ticket and tour purchases or interacting with a guest relations 
representative at one of  the fi ve ticket windows. Entrance for 
Zoo members and online ticket purchasers can take advantage 
of  the scan-and-go entry system. For those interested in 
membership, train and animal adoptions, private and group 
tours, or private parties, a dedicated guest relations offi ce will be 
open during regular park hours.

The Welcome Center serves as a pivotal stop for attendees with 
volunteers ready to answer questions and assist with directions. 
Guests can discover the exciting activities happening throughout 
the day and better plan their visit by watching the state-of-the-art 
video wall. They can also relax under magnifi cent fi fty-foot tall 
fever trees in the Living Legacy Endowment Garden.

This Garden recognizes the generosity of  donors who have 
made gifts to The Living Desert’s permanent endowment fund, 
which provides a continuing and growing base of  fi nancial 
support, ensuring this treasured resource will continue for 
generations to come. The Suzan and Bill Appel Gift Shop 
gives visitors the opportunity to purchase from a unique 
collection of  souvenirs, Zoo-branded merchandise, gifts, books, 
as well as timeless memorabilia. 

“Our beautiful, new Grundhofer Plaza will provide guests a 
seamless and convenient gateway into The Living Desert Zoo 
and Gardens. It is designed to immerse guests in the beauty of  
the desert and provide an exceptional guest service experience 
from the start,” said Dawn Petrick, Director of  Park Services 
and Guest Relations.

The completion of  the Patti and Jack Grundhofer Plaza, Bill 
and Suzan Appel Gift Shop and Living Legacy Endowment 

Garden is the culmination of  the fi rst phase of  The Living 
Desert’s Crossroads of  Conservation, a $30 million capital 
improvement and park expansion that provides visitors the 
opportunity to interact with and learn about the world’s desert 
wildlife. Future plans include new animal habitats to tell the 
conservation stories of  lions, rhinoceros and hyena, as well as 
a modern, indoor event space. Signifi cant naming opportunities 
are still available, and interested supporters are encouraged to 
contact The Living Desert to learn more.

“As we complete the fi rst phase of  our expansion, our mission 
of desert conservation through preservation, education, and 
appreciation remains at the heart of  what we do, drives our 
current operations, and guides our future plans,” said Allen 
Monroe, President and CEO. “We invite the community to join 
us in celebration this fall, and help us with our vision of  inspiring 
the current and future generations to conserve the world’s wild 
places and wild life.”

THE LIVING DESERT ZOO AND 
GARDENS WELCOMES GUESTS 

WITH EXCITING NEW ENTRANCE



Page 50 Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.com October/November/December 2018

www.gddca.org

People of varying ages are getting a 
second chance at a career, thanks to 
a grant from the H.N. and Frances 
C. Berger Foundation. A Coachella 
Valley Spotlight grant for $25,000 
was presented to Smooth Transition, 
Inc. to provide tuition assistance and 
help pay for programming costs. 
The nonprofit organization, based in 
Desert Hot Springs offers life skills 
development, educational training, 
vocational training, and mentorship 
to underprivileged and at-risk 
populations.

“This generous grant will have a 
direct and lasting impact,” said Elsa 
Fitzgerald, Executive Director of 
Smooth Transition, Inc. “Most of 
our learners do not have three or four 
years to work through a traditional 
educational environment. Through 
Smooth Transition they get the 
focused training they need, and then 
they are launched into a career that 
can satisfy their needs to sustainably 
take care of themselves and their 
families.”

Smooth Transition offers courses 
and certifications in GED, culinary 
and hospitality, plus an array of 
workshops. Dr. Robin Goins founded 
the nonprofit organization in 2009 
in response to the serious economic 
challenges of the Coachella Valley and 
beyond. Educational programs are 
aimed at people faced with cultural, 
learning and socioeconomic barriers 
to effectively obtain educational and 
vocational certifications that lead 
to gainful employment and self-
sufficiency.

“The programs and certificates 
offered through the Smooth Transition 
programming empower people to take 
charge of their lives,” said Catharine 
Reed, Program Director for the H.N. 
and Frances C. Berger Foundation.”

Smooth Transition serves between 
300-1000 people per year. By offering 
training to at-risk populations, the 

nonprofit works to prevent people 
from re-entering the foster and 
judicial system repeating poverty and 
homelessness cycles. 

“Having a stronger workforce in 
the area benefits everyone,” said 
Jerry Upham, General Manager of 
Gulf California Broadcast Company, 
which owns and operates CBS Local 
2. “We are happy to be a part of this 
presentation.” The Coachella Valley 
Spotlight partnership also offers 
recipients media exposure by featuring 
the organization on CBS Local 2’s 

“Eye on the Desert,” in public service 
announcements and on the cbslocal2.
com.

Programs and classes are held 
in Desert Hot Springs. For 
more information go to www.
smoothtransition.org or call 760-636-
6825. For more information about the 
Coachella Valley Spotlight grant or to 
apply, go to cbslocal2.com, and click 
on the Coachella Valley Spotlight logo 
on the home page.

P.O. Box 1692 Palm Springs, CA 92263
(760) 329.6257 • www.gddca.org

Guide Dogs of the Desert is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Federal Tax ID 23-7296531

“Training with Donnie has 
exceeded my expectations 
and beyond of gaining my 

freedom and independence – 
it is a boost to my confidence 
and I have my dignity back. 
Donnie is truly another pair 

of eyes that see for me. 
Guide Dogs of the Desert has 
touched my heart with giving 

me Donnie to guide me.”

GUIDE DOGS
Training

We do all of this 
at NO COST to the 
clients we serve.

Carlos and Donnie

Carlos and guide dog Donnie 
February 2018 Graduate

For more than 27 years, AVSU 
(Audio Visual Services Unlimited) has 
proudly dedicated itself to live event 
production, audio visual sub-rentals, 
and technical staffing here in the 
Coachella Valley and nationwide.

AVSU has a longstanding loyalty to our local venues and has watched as the 
Valley has grown from a handful of properties to the boutique vibe in Palm 
Springs and the luxury-resorts spanning from east to west.

No longer only a destination market, through our talented freelance labor pool 
and in-demand high-definition video support, AVSU has been privileged to take 
part in most of the locally grown events. Our crews are active at the JW Marriott 
Desert Springs Resort & Spa and Coachella and Stagecoach Festivals, plus our 
IMAG (image in image) video can be seen every weekend at Fantasy Springs and 
Spotlight 29 casinos. We believe in bringing our client’s ideas to life and being a 
dependable support partner through every stage of their event. 

Pete Greeson officially created AVSU in 1991 as a non-union labor alternative 
and to keep the local talent employed year-round. After nudging from his wife, 
Anne Greeson, in 1995, they added equipment and began offering teleprompter 
services. In the mid to late 1990’s most support rentals came from LA, so AVSU 
added the local element, to give our vendor partners a competitive edge. From 
Palm Springs with less than 500 square feet of office/warehouse space to our 
current home in Palm Desert with over 7,500 square feet of combined space, a 
freelance pool of over 100, and a full and part time staff of six, AVSU is still about 
our core services: technical staffing, equipment support, and event production.

We step into any venue, meet at private residences, or invite you to our 
conference room that can be customized with all your audio and visual support 
needs, all while keeping to our service, service, service mantra.

Smooth Transition, Inc. receives gift from 
H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation  

Grant supports tuition 
assistance for at-risk 
populations

About CBS Local 2

As the local CBS affiliate, Local 
2 is the Valley’s very own local 
news and entertainment source, 
committed to providing the 
community with the connectivity 
that it benefits from the most. As 
part of its ongoing commitment 
to the community, CBS Local 2 is 
proud to partner with The H.N. and 
Frances C. Berger Foundation to 
present Coachella Valley Spotlight, 
which supports local charities.

About the H.N. and Frances C. 
Berger Foundation

The H.N. and Frances C. Berger 
Foundation is a private foundation 
that generously supports 
educational and other charitable 
projects. Since 1988, the Berger 
Foundation has contributed 
over $800 million to charities 
throughout Southern California 
and the United States.

http://www.gddca.org
http://www.smoothtransition.org
http://www.smoothtransition.org
http://www.gddca.org
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www.avsu.com38698A El Viento Road, Suite D, Palm Desert, CA 92211 | 760.327.3380 | avsu.com

Your Go-To Event Support Partner

video projection and multi-camera setups,
digital recording and playback,

audio and lighting reinforcement, teleprompter,
podiums and backdrops, av operators and production staffing

A
 growing and increasingly dynamic center for research and 
education – is a visible symbol of the ongoing commitment    

            UCR has made to the Coachella Valley. But for the 
graduate students in the Master of Fine Arts program in 
Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts, UCR 
Palm Desert provides so much more.

This is where stories are given the opportunity to unfold. 

Take, for example, 26-year-old Andrew Navarro of Menifee, 
an emerging writer who explores themes of identity and the 
Chicano experience through his poetry. Navarro wanted to pursue 
a graduate degree and invest in himself. But he’s also an 8th 
grade language arts teacher with a wife and young daughter to 
support. “I work. I have a family and responsibilities,” he said. 
“So I had to fi nd a program that could give me space for my life 
while also helping me become the best possible writer.” 

That’s what Navarro found in UCR Palm Desert, where he 
is a current student and recent scholarship recipient. The 
self-supporting MFA program – which means it takes no tax-
payer money – is an innovative hybrid of online and in-person 
education, the only one of its kind in the UC system. It’s divided 
into seven quarters of online study and fi ve 10-day in-person 
residencies over a two-year period, which allows students to 
obtain a Master’s degree without disrupting their daily lives. 

For Palm Springs resident Katie Gilligan, the MFA program 
offered the necessary structure to help integrate a writing life with her everyday life. “I’m six years removed from earning 

my bachelor’s degree, and like a lot of creative people, I found 
myself stuck in a rut and not sure how to channel that energy 
into something positive and productive,” said the 28-year-old 
screenwriting student. “This MFA program is something positive 
and productive.” 

Las Vegas resident Sandy Smith, another scholarship recipient, 
is a fi ction student in the program. After a diverse career with a 
long list of publishing accomplishments, Smith hit the top of her 
pay scale as a freelance editor and began searching for an MFA 
program that would help expand her career options. “I can do 
art for art’s sake without a degree,” Smith said. “But here was a 
graduate school program that said not only can you make great 
art, you can make a living while doing it.

“Becoming a working professional was the focus at UCR Palm 

Desert. It wasn’t some ivory tower of literature.” Students like 
Smith and Navarro come from all over the country, a diverse 
cohort of already-published writers as well as those just getting 
started. Recent alumni include Natashia Deón, author of “Grace,” 
a New York Times best book of the year and NAACP Image Award 
nominee; JoAnn Chaney, author of the psychological thriller “What 
You Don’t Know;” Jalysa Conway, a US Air Force veteran and staff 
writer on “Grey’s Anatomy;” Emmy Award-winning comedy writer 
Guy Nicolucci; and Congressman Mark Takano (CA-41).

In addition to giving writers a sense of community and a literary 
foundation to build upon, the scholarships and monetary awards 
offer support to the writers who need it most. The Founder’s Award, 
for example, is given to a new student who has made a bet on their 
own talent, “and in the process changed their own story,” said 
Tod Goldberg, founder and director of the MFA program. “Our hope 
has always been to give something to each new student, to give 
everyone a leg up, to recognize the struggle equally.” 

Every dollar donated to UCR Palm Desert’s MFA program goes 
directly to a writer of merit and need. Almost half of the new 
students last year received some kind of assistance. “This 
includes our DACA students, our students who need that little 
something extra to get through the quarter – plus those of 

Recent alumna Maggie Thach Morshed in conversation with fi ction instructor
Mary Yukari Waters during a break between lectures.

Students during workshop at residency, which is held twice a year, for the 
MFA program at UCR Palm Desert.

Enriching the
   Creative SoulBy Maggie Downs

Continued on page 75
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Walter Clark is known in the Coachella Valley for his 
unassuming, low profile style, quietly going about managing 
The Walter Clark Legal Group and profoundly impacting civic 
and charitable organizations, and community programs with 
his unwavering and generous philanthropy and personal 
support.  

Through Walters involvement in community outreach he 
inspires his entire firm to get involved and make a difference 
for organizations and programs that support children, 
families, safety, education, ending homelessness and 
domestic abuse. 

“Wally” as he is known by friends 
and associates is committed to a 
better life and community for our 
children. He is a Big Brother, annually 
sponsors the Color Run 5K for the 
Boys and Girls Club and, was one of 
the founding fathers of the Family 

YMCA of the Desert in 1982. He has 
served as president, director, and, 
trustee of the Y and leads an annual 

fund campaign team that has 
helped the Family YMCA 

consistently meet and 
exceed its financial 
goals.  

Far reaching support 
for our communities 
youth includes 
annual scholarships 
at 31 high schools, 
the outstanding 
student of the 
month awards, 
and the Teacher 
of the Month 

awards to help 
with classroom 

projects.

A signature program, 
created and fully funded 
by Walter Clark and his 
firm is the Charity of 
the Month program, 
a Video and social 
media campaign that 

raises the profile of 
dozens of nonprofits, 

generating both financial 
and volunteer support 
and, cumulatively, raising 

“Wally” as he is known by friends 
and associates is committed to a 
better life and community for our 
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sponsors the Color Run 5K for the 
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the outstanding 
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a Video and social 
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generating both financial 
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Visit our Palm Springs Restaurant at 2665 E. Palm Canyon 
Just East of Farrell ~ (760) 322-335

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE...

Come in and taste the freshest, most delicious 
delicatessen food in the Desert. Whether it’s breakfast, 

lunch or dinner, you’ll enjoy our relaxed atmosphere  
and personalized service.

 
Take home some of our scrumptious, made from  

scratch daily baked goods.

S P O T  L I G H T

WALTER
     Clark

Continued on page 77

By Lynn Hawks

http://www.desertcharities.com/list/event/contact
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When Jill and 
Barry Golden 
moved to the 
Coachella Valley, 
Jill decided it was 
important for 
her to become 
immersed in the 
region’s life and 
culture. 

One day Lainie 
Weil, a Golden 
family friend 
who at the time 
was serving as 
president of the 
Big Hearts for 
Little Hearts 
Desert Guild, 
approached the couple, asking them to consider supporting 
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital. After hearing how 
the Guild raises funds and brings awareness to the health 
needs of community children, the Goldens agreed.

Shortly after their arrival in the Coachella Valley, Jill found 
hobbies. She bought a date farm, and, working alongside 
ranch hands, began to understand their hardships. One day 
an incident occurred that brought Loma Linda University 
Children’s Hospital back into the Goldens’ lives.

“One of our ranch hands had a son who ended up in 
respiratory distress,” Jill recalled. “ I went with them to a 
local hospital.” The boy was released after three days, but 
soon was forced to return to the emergency room. Doctors 
determined that the boy needed to be transferred to Loma 
Linda University Children’s Hospital.

“I watched the Loma 
Linda University Health 
transport team in action,” Jill 
said. “They integrated the 
current care, then carefully 
began the transport. The 
team worked with the local 
hospital to ease the family’s 
concerns.“

The boy spent a month, 
including the Thanksgiving 
holiday in Children’s Hospital 
intensive care unit. Jill 
was a regular presence. 
She watched the caring 
actions of the staff and the 
administration. She also 
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S P O T  L I G H T

JILL & BARRY
      Golden

Continued on page 77

http://www.olivegarden.com
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As a special education 
teacher, Robert Roach is 

more than aware of the 
trials and tribulations life can 
offer. Robert is newly retired 

from teaching 
at La Quinta 
High School. 

After years of 
helping others 
throughout his 
career, Robert 
decided it was 

time to reach out 
for help himself.

Robert visited 
the Milauskas Eye Institute 

for one of his many optometry 

Robert 

Bandit
&

Meet

http://www.myprovident.com
http://www.ppizzavino.com


www.palmspringshealthrun.com

appointments and for 
the first time considered 

getting a guide dog of 
his own. “It was at the 

Milauskas Eye Institute that 
I first saw all the puppies 

they sponsored for Guide 
Dogs of the Desert, and I 

decided now is the time to 
get a guide dog.”

With his application accepted at Guide Dogs of the 
Desert, Robert was introduced to his new guide dog Bandit, 

and trained at the campus for four weeks.  He and Bandit 
graduated with the May 2018 Guide Dogs of the Desert Class.  

Robert said that his life was completely changed, and, “Bandit 
is nicknamed ‘Heart Bandit’ because he stole my heart as 

soon as I met him. Bandit fills the sight gaps and makes me 
feel whole and confident.”

Robert and Bandit’s bond has quickly grown and has even 
spread to Robert’s horse, Diamond. With the help of Bandit, 
Robert is able to visit his horse more frequently. There have 
been new adventures too. Because of Bandit, Robert is now 

able to travel alone without assistance from family members.  
He recently went to Texas to visit family. Robert was able to 
fly to Texas alone with the help of Bandit for the first time–
all because of the freedom, confidence, and life-enhancing 

mobility that Bandit, and support from donors, provides.
 Robert said that Bandit was able to navigate through the 

crowded airport with no problems. “Bandit has been a good 
model for Guide Dogs of the Desert, he was just awesome on 

the planes. Special thanks to the puppy raisers and sponsors – 
I am looking forward to Bandit’s and my many adventures.”

As a side note, Guide Dogs of the Desert recently learned 
that Robert’s granddaughter is in 2nd grade and her teacher 
is a puppy raiser for the organization.  On the first day of 
school, she asked her teacher if that was a guide dog, and the 
teacher responded, “this is a guide dog puppy in training.”  
The student then explained that her grandpa Robert had a 
guide dog to help him see. What a wonderful example of how 
the Coachella Valley community comes together to help each 
other in their daily lives.

Page 55Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.comOctober/November/December 2018

RUNNERREGISTERIS OPEN!

S P O N S O R S

B E N E F I C I A R I E S

A Hocker Productions Event

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID A. LEE

Largest Health & Fitness Expo in So Cal
Sign up to be a Vendor or Sponsor

PalmSpringsHealthRun.com

Saturday, January 26, 2019
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Ruth Hardy Park, Palm Springs

To learn more about how you can apply for a 
dog, make a donation, become a puppy raiser, 

or volunteer your time, please call 
(760) 329-6257 or visit us at 

www.gddca.org. 
Tours are available of the campus, 

by reservation.
Guide Dogs of the Desert is a 

501c3 non-profit corporation, 
Federal Tax ID#23-7296531. 

http://www.gddca.org
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HONORING
O U T S T A N D I N G  P H I L A N T H R O P I S T S
J I L L  A N D  B A R RY  G O L D E N

O U T S T A N D I N G  N O N P R O F I T  F O U N D E R
RO B E RTA  K L E I N  /  R E A D  W I T H  M E 

O U T S T A N D I N G  P H I L A N T H R O P I C  C O R P O R A T I O N
WA LT E R  C L A R K  L E G A L  G RO U P

Y O U T H  I N  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  A W A R D 
C OAC H E L L A  VA L L E Y  YO U T H  G R A N T M A K E R S

O U T S T A N D I N G  F U N D R A I S I N G  V O L U N T E E R
PAT R I C K  E VA N S

O U T S T A N D I N G  F U N D R A I S I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L
T I M  E VA N S ,  C F R E

          P U R C H A S E  Y O U R  T I C K E T  T O D A Y !
                AFPCADESERT.ORG

November 9, 2016

N O V E M B E R  7,  2 0 1 8
A G U A  C A L I E N T E  C A S I N O  R E S O R T  S P A

R A N C H O  M I R A G E  |  C A L I F O R N I A

WARING INTERNATIONAL 
PIANO COMPETITION

There’s Something For Everyone

There is something for everyone from the non-profit 

Waring International Piano Competition: virtuoso young 

pianists; cross-over performances mixing popular music 

and classical; parties; edutainment (entertainment and 

education); making new friends; volunteer opportunities; 

and doing good for the community via free outreach classes 

and performances. 

For the classical music aficionado, there are public 

performances at The McCallum (Nov. 14 and April 1); and 

at the Indian Wells Theaters (both in Palm Desert); intimate 

salons in private homes with refreshments; and the biennial 

eight-day Competition March 24 – April 1, 2019. See the 

future stars of the concert world at this celebration of music 

bringing the best international young pianists age 17 and 

under to the desert. Most of the music rounds have free 

admission and free parking, with only two performances 

requiring a paid ticket. Visit https://www.vwipc.org/piano-

competitions/ for more details or call 760-773-2575. 

Nov. 14 at The McCallum marks the 5th Annual Three 

Pianos, Six HandsTM featuring a return of three former 

Waring winners Scott Cuellar, Evan Lin, and Vijay Venkatesh. 

They perform duos and trios on as many as three concert 

grand pianos at one time. This original program is a real 

crowd-pleaser!

Want to meet fun people? Then come to our Key Player 

Opening Season Party and Pre-Halloween Bash with dinner, 

dancing and “witches brew”, costumes optional of course! 

Only $100 per person on Tuesday, Oct. 30 at Venus De 

Fido in Palm Desert. On December 4th The Waring’s ‘Tis 

the Holiday Season musical salon at a private home in Palm 

Springs mixes mid-century architecture, fine music and 

refreshments, also $100 per person! Shh – this is also a kick 

off peek at our February “Chinese New Year” themed gala 

honoring veteran PR maven and journalist Betty Francis, 

editor of The Desert Sun’s Desert Scene. 

Want to learn more about music? Then our Mondays with 

the Waring in January at The Indian Wells Theater is just the 

thing! On Monday, Jan 14 at 7 PM, it’s Jazz: America’s Gift 

to Music 1900-1945 an overview of America’s first original 

art form presented by Joe Giarrusso and Bob Poehling. 

Continued on page 75

http://www.afpcadesert.org
http://www.pethotelcalifornia.com
https://www.vwipc.org/piano-competitions/for
https://www.vwipc.org/piano-competitions/for
https://www.vwipc.org/piano-competitions/for
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Raising monies for a good cause is a good thing.  
Raising monies to help local kids, even better.  Raising 
monies and allowing your guests to have the time of 
their lives doubles the rewards.  

The 31st Annual Hoedown at Sundown takes place 
on Saturday, November 3, 2018 at Agua Caliente 
Casino Resort Spa in Rancho Mirage to benefit 
Family YMCA of the Desert’s programs in 41 desert 
locations serving 3,800 local youth daily in the cities 
of Cathedral City, Coachella, Desert Hot Springs, Indian 
Wells, Indio, La Quinta, Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, and 
Palm Springs.  

Event chair Heather Greenwood and co-chair Risseth Lora have 
planned a spectacular all-American evening keeping the country-

Hoedown at Sundown

by DeAnn Lubell-Ames
western theme, as well as 
spicing things up with patriotic 
red, white and blue stars and 
stripes.  

So, pull on your cowboy 
boots, strut your country-
western hats, wave that flag 
and hop on the saddle boys 
and girls, ladies and gents – it’s 
time to get along little doggies 
for a great organization doing 
good things for the folks in our 
desert community.  

“The Hoedown event,” says 
Davidi Compton, Family YMCA 
board president, “is known as 
the best fundraising party in 
town.”

The festivities include 
Western Yee-Haw 
entertainment (practice your 
two-step), a hearty sit-down 
dinner, and fabulous selection 
of silent and live auction items, 
along with raffle prizes.

“John Wayne,” says Chief 
Executive Director Rob Ballew, 
“would have loved the YMCA 
Hoedown with its western and 
patriotic ambiance, open bar, 
amusing games, good food, 
and cow chip contest.  The 
minute you arrive, the fun 
begins with hosted bar, music 
and dancing alongside people 
who just want to have fun and 
at the same time helping better 
the lives of our local youth.  It’s 
a win-win situation.”

Tickets are only $150 – a 
nonprofit event bargain!  There 
are also various prices for VIP 
tables of 10.

For more information, 
please call Shelby Goodwin, 
Fundraising and Events 
Coordinator of Family YMCA 
of the Desert at 760-341-
9622 or go to Family YMCA 
of the Desert website: 
ymcaofthedesert.org.

http://www.sbdlocesecef.org
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Desert Charities News 
(desertcharities.com) has created 
DCNnews.com – a extension of its 
popular magazine, offering another 
communications tool for charities 
to promote news, events and 
organizational updates.

“We are so excited to bring 
DCNnews.com to this community,” 
said Steve Tolin, publisher of Desert 
Charities News & DCNnews.com. 
“This website allows for many 
stories to be told in between and 
addition to the publication of the 
magazine. We envision this to 
become the go-to resource people 
will turn to first to find out about 
events, nonprofit happenings, 
photos and a way for them to 
learn more about the charities 
themselves.”

In addition to stories, DCNnews.
com features a nonprofit directory 
and a calendar for event listings. 
The calendar is extremely user-
friendly and comprehensive. The 
nonprofit directory has categories 
to make it easy to find nonprofits 
specializing in certain causes, such 
as Animals, Arts & Culture, Health 
& Medical, Education, Performing 
Arts and more. Other partners and 
suppliers in related industries are 
also featured on the site, including 
auction services, caterers, event 
venues and more.

DCNnews.com offers stories, 
articles and event information for 
the nonprofit sector. Google picks 
up the stories from this site offering 
more editorial for nonprofits than 
any other medium in the desert 

community.  Over 50,000 visitors 
have logged on to the site.

 “This one-stop site  provides 
the ideal forum for sharing 
information about nonprofits 
and events – ultimately assisting 
charities in getting the word out 
and increasing support for their 
mission, events and activities.”

“Giving back is what DCN is all 
about  – helping nonprofits gain 
exposure through the publication, 
website and our 21,500 Twitter 
followers,” states Kristin Peterson, 
President of Desert Charities 
News. https://twitter.com/@
desertcharities

To submit event information to 
DCNnews.com, go to the website: 
http://desertcharities.com/
listevent/contact

Press releases and advertising 
inquiries can be sent to the 
Publisher and Editor-in-Chief 
at steve@desertcharities.com. 
Once an event or press release is 
submitted to DCNnews.com for 
consideration,  it will be posted in a 
few days.

Founded in 2010, Desert Charities 
News (DCN) is the premier news 
magazine and website dedicated 
to philanthropies and charitable 
giving in the Desert Cities. The 
publication is issued twice a year 
– October/November/December 
and January/February/March. 
Controlled copies are mailed to 
nonprofits, charities, industry 
leaders and decision makers.

Desert Charities News Creates 
DCNnews.com for Up-to-Date 
Nonprofit & Event Information

http://www.backstreet-bistro.com
http://www.supermuttsofelpaseo.com
http://www.supermuttsofelpaseo.com
https://twitter.com/@
http://desertcharities.com/
mailto:steve@desertcharities.com
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Desert Cancer Foundation has announced online 
registration for the 12th Annual Paint El Paseo Pink Walk for Breast 
Cancer Awareness, taking place on Saturday, October 13, 2018. The 
streets along the famous El Paseo Shopping District will be closed 
to vehicles to accommodate the celebration happening from 7 
am to 10:30 am. With over 1,500 attendees and growing each year, 
Paint El Paseo Pink kicks off the season with an event that is fun for 
everyone, including furry, four-legged friends! The walk begins at 
The Gardens on El Paseo, and then heads out onto El Paseo for a 
rousing, energetic lap of approximately 2 miles roundtrip. 

Registration for individuals and teams is now available online, 
and the entry fee of only $25 per person includes a stylish pink 
commemorative t-shirt (while sizes and supplies last). All proceeds 
directly benefit Desert Cancer Foundation’s mission to provide 
financial assistance for screening, diagnosis and treatment for 
cancer and allied diseases for local residents of the Coachella Valley 
and surrounding communities. 

On Saturday, October 13th, Paint El Paseo Pink starts at 7 am with 
final on-site registration at The Gardens on El Paseo, exciting booths 
to explore, fun photo opportunities, an inspirational opening 
ceremony, and the official lead-off for the Walk starting at 8 am. 
There will be live radio remotes with The Eagle 106.9, U-92.7 and 
Mix 100.5, plus a variety of fun stopping points hosted by various 
El Paseo merchants and event sponsors along the route. Everyone 
is encouraged to wear pink to show their support for breast cancer 
awareness, to celebrate and honor cancer survivors, including those 
currently in the midst of their cancer battle, and remember those 
whose journey was cut short by cancer.

Registration for the 12th Annual Paint El Paseo Pink on 
Oct. 13th is online at www.pepp.desertcancerfoundation.org. 
For information about event sponsorship opportunities and 

other ways to get involved, contact Desert Cancer Foundation 
at 760-773-6554 or visit the website.

Desert Cancer Foundation is a local nonprofit organization 
dedicated to assisting residents in the Coachella Valley and 
surrounding communities who need financial assistance in 
obtaining screening, diagnosis and treatment for cancer and allied 
diseases. Learn more at desertcancerfoundation.org or contact 
us at 760-773-6554.

http://www.www.sammygsrestaurant.sammygsrestaurant.com
http://www.pepp.desertcancerfoundation.org
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We are dedicated to building a 
community of support to help preserve 
the unique wildlife and scenic beauty 
of the Coachella Valley and our Desert 
Mountains. We acquire and preserve 
wildlands, promote stewardship of trails, 
conduct educational programs, and 
support ecological research.

Friends of the Desert Mountains 
works with biologists, conservationists, and government agencies to 
identify key lands for protection. We select land for its scenic, biological, 
recreational, or cultural significance, and then offer to purchase it 

from willing sellers at fair market value. 
Through these key acquisitions, we give 
permanent protection to the beauty, 
character, and diversity of the Coachella 
Valley. From San Gorgonio Pass to 
the Salton Sea, Friends of the Desert 
Mountains has protected over 60,000 
acres. We currently manage and monitor 
over 15,000 acres of conservation land. 
Taken together, these wildlands:

  Preserved a unique wildlife movement corridor between two 
mountain ranges at the west end of of the Coachella Valley. This 
vital connection gives wildlife the ability to move and respond to 
climate change and other human impacts, and protects the scenic 
gateway to the Coachella Valley and the extraordinary views of the 
San Jacinto escarpment.

  Conserved incredibly rare desert 
riparian habitat by acquiring the 
historic Whitewater Trout Farm, 
thereby facilitating its conversion to 
an outdoor education center owned 
and managed by the Wildlands 
Conservancy. The site also includes 
a section of the famed Pacific Crest 
Trail, preserving a link in a chain of 
recreational opportunities spanning over 2,500 miles.

  Expanded the Willow Hole and Thousand Palms Coachella Valley 
fringe-toed lizard preserves and protected the essential sand 
source and sand transport areas that maintain these unique and 
endangered habitats. The dune and mesquite hummock systems 
found in the Coachella Valley are home to an array of species found 
nowhere else on earth.

A N  E V E N I N G  O F  H E A R T  A N D  S O U L

T H E  2 N D  A N N U A L

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018
6 pm / Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction | 7 pm / Dinner & Program  

Entertainment / dancing to THE GREATEST HITZ! from Las Vegas

THE WESTIN MISSION HILLS GOLF RESORT & SPA
71-333 Dinah Shore Drive | Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

HONORARY EVENT CHAIRS 
Barbara Keller, Terri Ketover, Patti Grundhofer, Jamye Jesser,  

Lynn Hammond, Michael Mathews, Darrell L. Tucci, Dennis Flaig, Paul Clowers

TICKETS AT CANCERPARTNERS.ORG  
MORE INFO 760.770.5678

2018 HONOREES

DAVID BRINKMAN
CEO 

DESERT AIDS PROJECT
THE ANNETTE BLOCH 

HEART & SOUL AWARD

ISRAEL CANCER  
RESEARCH FUND  
COACHELLA VALLEY  

CHAPTER  
PARTNER IN PASSION 

AWARD

ISRAEL CANCER 

BIGHORN BAM
CATHY JOHNSON

SELBY DUNHAM | DEBI AARTHUN
LIFETIME PASSION AWARD

The mission of the Friends of the Desert 
Mountains is to preserve land, to support education, 
conservation and research in the Coachella Valley, and 
to act as the support organization for the Santa Rosa & 
San Jacinto Mountains National Monument.

P R E S E R V E . E D U C A T E . C O N S E R V E . R E S E A R C H .

Continued on page 75

by Colin Barrows

http://www.cancerpartners.org
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Eisenhower Medical Center, part of Eisenhower Health, has been 
recognized as a Best Hospital for 2018-19 by U.S. News & World Report.

The annual Best Hospitals rankings, now in their 29th year, are designed 
to assist patients and their doctors in making informed decisions about 
where to receive care for challenging health conditions or for common 
elective procedures.

 In addition to ranking #24 among approximately 415 hospitals in 
California, Eisenhower Medical Center was also ranked #2 in the Inland 
Empire and was ranked as high performing in seven procedures/
conditions. 

 “To be recognized as one of the best hospitals in California by U.S. 
News and World Report is an incredible honor,” says Martin Massiello, 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Eisenhower 
Health. “Eisenhower is the only Coachella Valley hospital ranked both 
in the Inland Empire and in California; this achievement underscores 
the hard work and dedication of 
Eisenhower’s physicians, nurses 
and staff who take extraordinary 
care of our patients each and 
every day.”

 For the 2018-19 rankings, 
U.S. News evaluated more 
than 4,500 medical centers 
nationwide in 25 specialties, 
procedures and conditions. 
In the 16 specialty areas, 158 
hospitals were ranked in at 
least one specialty. In rankings 
by state and metro area, U.S. 
News recognized hospitals 
as high performing across 
multiple areas of care.

 “For nearly 30 years, U.S. News 
has strived to make hospital 
quality more transparent 
to healthcare consumers 
nationwide,” said Ben Harder, 
managing editor and chief 
of health analysis at U.S. 
News. “By providing the most 
comprehensive data available, 
we give patients and their 
physicians’ information to 
support their search for the 
best care across a range of 
specialties.”

 The U.S. News Best Hospitals 
methodologies in most areas 
of care are based largely or 
entirely on objective measures 
such as risk-adjusted survival 
and readmission rates, volume, 
patient experience, patient safety 
and quality of nursing, among 
other care-related indicators.

 Best Hospitals was produced by 
U.S. News with RTI International, 
a leading research organization 
based in Research Triangle Park, 
N.C.

 For more information about the 
2018-19 rankings, please visit our 
FAQ.

The Cab Company Behind the Causes
American Cab is a strong supporter of desert charities, through everything from its Cab It For the 
Cure Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign to donating vouchers to silent auctions. Let American Cab 
take you right to the red carpet of your charity gala, and get you home safe when the fun is done.
 

Call: 760.300.0000
Text: 760.444.0056
AmericanCab.net
SRA#09-1004 We’ll take you there! Accessible 

U.S. News & World Report Names 
Eisenhower Medical Center Among 
Best in California by Lee Rice

 About Eisenhower Health

Eisenhower Health is a not-for-profit, comprehensive health care 
institution that includes the 463-bed Eisenhower Hospital, the Barbara 
Sinatra Children’s Center at Eisenhower and the Annenberg Center for 
Health Sciences at Eisenhower. The Betty Ford Center is also located 
on the Eisenhower campus. Eisenhower is renowned for its Centers 
of Excellence in Orthopedics, Cardiovascular, Neuroscience and 
Oncology. Situated on 130 acres in Rancho Mirage, and with outpatient 
clinics across the valley, Eisenhower Health has provided a full range 
of quality medical and educational services for more than 45 years for 
residents and visitors to the greater Coachella Valley. Eisenhower has 
earned ANCC Magnet Recognition® for professionalism in nursing and 
excellence in patient care. The first accredited teaching hospital in the 
valley, Eisenhower trains physician residents in both Internal Medicine 
and Family Medicine. For more information, visit EisenhowerHealth.org 
or follow Eisenhower Health on social media.

http://www.americancab.net
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Vickys of Santa Fe Supper Club Series 
1/4 Page - 4.625” wide x 6.375” tall

Desert Cities Charity News
2019 October November December issue

Vicky’s of Santa Fe
Highway 111 & Club Drive | Indian Wells | 760-345-9770 | Open Every Day

For Ticket Purchase Call 760-345-9770
$100 per person includes all tax, tip, 3-course dinner & show.

Pre-paid reservations only. 6:30-9:30pm 
for each and all shows & dates.

SHOWS & DATES
Mamma Mia | Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Holiday Caroling | Wednesday, December 12, 2018
The Beatles | Thursday, January 17, 2019
Dreamgirls | Monday, February 11, 2019
Jersey Gold | Tuesday, March 19, 2019

The 2019 Show Supper Club Series.
Five Broadway Dinner Shows

that Supports Arts Education in
our Valley by benefitting the

Assistance League of Palm Springs
Desert Area’s Frank Moss

Scholarship for the Arts program.

ANNOUNCES
SPEAKERS
FOR 2019

Desert Town Hall, presented 
by The H. N. and Frances C. 
Berger Foundation announced 
the confirmed speakers for the 
2019 season. Now in its 27h year, 
Desert Town Hall is pleased to 
present Chris Christie on January 
22; Dana Perino, February 12; 
Rob O’Neill, March 7; and Dennis 
Prager and Adam Carolla, March 
24. Each speech takes place at 6 
p.m. at Renaissance Indian Wells 
Resort & Spa.

Chris Christie debuts the 2019 
series on Tuesday, January 22. 
Governor Christie is a former 
federal prosecutor and ABC 
News contributor who served 
as the Governor of New Jersey 
from 2010 to 2018. He ran for the 
Republican nomination in 2016 
and headed President Trump’s 
transition team.

Dana Perino follows on 
Tuesday, February 12. She 
is a former White House 
press secretary, political 
commentator, and New York 
Times best-selling author, 
who currently hosts “The Daily 
Briefing with Dana Perino” on 
Fox News.

Rob O’Neill appears onstage 
on Thursday, March 7. He 
is a former SEAL Team Six 
Leader, Naval Special Warfare 
Development group, and best-
selling author of “The Operator: 
Firing the Shots That Killed 
Osama bin Laden.”

Dennis Prager and Adam 
Carolla will take the stage on 
Sunday, March 24, to conclude 

the 2019 season. Dennis Prager 
is a nationally syndicated 
conservative radio talk show 
host and writer. Adam Carolla is 
a comedian, radio personality, 
television host, actor, podcaster, 
and director. The title of their 
program will be “No Safe 
Spaces.”

“Once again, we’re proud to 
present an exceptional group 
of timely, thought-provoking 
and inspirational speakers,” 
said Chairman of the Speaker 
Selection Committee Phil Smith.

The nationally recognized 
Desert Town Hall speaker 
series has included world 
leaders and other notables 
including those who offer a 
global view (Condoleezza Rice, 
Leon Panetta, David Petraeus), 
who offer an insider’s view of 
politics (Chris Wallace, Karl 
Rove, Charles Krauthammer), 
who tell a colorful story (Michael 
Lewis, Malcolm Gladwell), who 
offer tales of adventure (Nando 
Parrado, Platon), who educate 
in science and technology (Neil 
deGrasse Tyson), who are world 
leaders (Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Tony Blair), and who are true 
American heroes (Scott Kelly, 
Mark Kelly, Gabby Giffords). 

A complete list of the 
renowned speakers who have 
appeared on the Desert Town 
Hall stage can be found at www.
DesertTownHall.org.

Desert Forum, Inc., a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) educational 
corporation, produces Desert 
Town Hall. A portion of the cost 

Continued on page 76

http://www.dcnnews.com
http://www.DesertTownHall.org
http://www.DesertTownHall.org
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Save the Date
December 2, 2018

9th ANNUAL

MEN OF THE DESERT
FASHION SHOW & CHARITY LUNCHEON

Dudes, Dogs & Designer Fashions to help the animals! 
Featuring our Desert HANDSOME HOUNDS!

1978 - 2018

Call 760.601.3755 to make your reservation today!

For sponsorship opportunities, please call 760-601-3754

Hosted by

Men of the Desert 
FA S H I O N  S H OW  & 

C H A R I T Y  LU N C H E O N

9TH ANNUAL 

Mark your calendar for the one-of-a-kind Men of the 
Desert Fashion Show and Charity Luncheon. This year 
the event will take place on Sunday, December 2, 2018 
at the Westin Mission Hills Resort and Spa. The fabulous 
Lori Serfling and Patrick Mundt are co-chairs of the event 
and our very own Susan Stein, Creative Director/Producer 
Fashion Week El Paseo at Fashion Week El Paseo -Fashion 
Editor - Palm Springs Life Magazine is the producer of the 
Fashion Show. This year, the talented Richard DeSantis will 
be lending his expertise for the production of this event.

We also have a community entry contest for the 2018 
voter selected “Man of the Desert” who will walk the 
runway with the rest of our Handsome Hounds. You can 
find out more about this fun contest by visiting our website at 
animalsamaritans.org. 

Enjoy marvelous fashions selected by Susan Stein, and a 
magnificent luncheon, along with our Handsome Hounds 
all to raise money for our critically important Animal Rescue 
Program. Ticket prices are $150.00 per person for general 
seating and $200.00 per person for runway seating. All 
proceeds go towards the rescue of deserving, adoptable, at-
risk dogs and cats. 

Not only will the fashions and the show be fabulous, but 
Animal Samaritans is celebrating its 40th anniversary of 
service to the community. In doing so, Animal Samaritans 
will honor two of our founders, Grete Cox and Barbara 
Flanagan. 

Animal Samaritans has grown to be the largest non-profit 
welfare organization in the Coachella Valley with mission 
driven programs such as our shelter and adoption center, 
animal rescue program, free bi-lingual humane education 
program, animal compassion therapy program, along with 
our quality affordable veterinary services. Your support of 
our events and programs allows us to continue to be the 
leader in animal welfare.

For ticket information, please call 760-601-3755. For 
sponsorship and silent auction opportunities, please call 
760-601-3754 or 760-601-3755. We hope to see you there!

Men of the Desert 
FashionShow and Charity Luncheon

December 2, 2018
Westin Mission Hills Resort and Spa

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
11a.m.–2p.m.

 11a.m.–12p.m. Silent Auction &    
  Champagne Reception
 12p.m. Lunch followed by    
  Fashion Show

http://www.desertcharities.com/list/event/contact
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On the first night, Officer Joshua 
Crocker, who coordinates the 
program, warmly welcomed us 
into the PSPD family. He told 
us we were going to be, by 
extension and our participation 
in the program, part of the team 
that keeps Palm Springs safe. As 
members of that team took turns 
presenting, their deep respect 
and appreciation for their fellow 
officers and staff was apparent. 
By the end of our 36 hours of 
academy training, we really felt 
like part of the PSPD family. A law 
enforcement family that is a tight 
knit bunch who still feel deeply 
the tragic loss of Officers Jose “Gil” 
Vega and Lesley Zerebny in 2016. 

I had only lived in Palm Springs 
a few months when I learned that 
terrible situation was in progress 
from my daughter, who was1,500 
miles away in Omaha, NE. She’d 
seen on Twitter that there was a 
standoff situation via a tweet from 
the PSPD warning people to stay 
away from the area. That she knew 
before I did what was happening 
just miles from my home speaks 
volumes about the power and 
reach of social media. How PSPD 
is embracing the use of various 
social media platforms was one 
of the first topics we covered. 
Understanding their proactive 
stance on using social media 
to educate and work with the 
public and how cell phones and 
other technology have changed 
policing were frequent topics of 
discussion throughout our classes.

Each participant was 
given the opportunity 
to join a PSPD patrol 

officer for a four-hour 
shift or to sit in with a 

911 dispatcher. 

Palm Springs Citizens Police Academy

By Mary GuinaneThe Inside Scoop
Being a new desert resident, I didn’t know the Palm Springs Citizens 

Police Academy had been around since 1993. Or that it was considered one 
of the best in the area to teach interested community members the inside 
scoop on policing. Even as I sat in class on the first night, I figured I could 
drop out if it wasn’t interesting enough.  

 But, every Thursday, I was pleasantly surprised by the officers and 
staff who presented their roles in the Palm Springs Police Department 
(PSPD). We learned about everything from the steps to becoming an 
officer to the complex situations and people the PSPD deals with daily. 
Considering I signed up on a whim after seeing a notice online, the scope 
of the program was a very pleasant surprise.

Fourteen weeks 
later, I’m proud to say 
I graduated from the 
program along with nearly 
40 other individuals from 
around Coachella Valley. Some graduates 
planned to become Citizens on Patrol volunteers in 
their respective desert cities. Others were interested in law enforcement 
careers. Many, like me, simply wanted to learn more about our community 
and take a peek behind the scenes at what it’s like to work in law 
enforcement today.

Continued on page 76

http://www.desertrecreationfoundation.org
http://www.cna.rapfoundation.org
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Solar can be a terrific way to 
lower the overhead and operating 
expenses for your organization. But 
is it a good fit? Here are some initial 
questions to ask.

Do you own your building? If not, 
do you have a long-term (20 years or 
more) lease with the building owner, 
and would they consider having the 
solar installed in their name if your 
organization would continue to 
assume the monthly 
charges?

Who is your 
utility? If it’s 
Southern California 
Edison there is a 
program in place 
that credits you with 
a fair amount for 
the extra power you 
generate, and then 
use when you need 
it. If your utility is 
Imperial Irrigation 
District, their net 
billing program helps 
ensure that solar 
is not financially 
viable as extra power is only credited 
at a wholesale rate, rather than a fair 
rate. And the power you use is always 
charged at a retail rate. Hopefully that 
will be changing soon as an ordinance 
has been passed by the Riverside 
County Board of Supervisors, which 
will mandate that they return to a 
more fair net metering program.

What is the condition of your 
roof? If it’s overdue for the roof to be 
repaired or replaced, it’s best to have 
that done before the solar is installed 
or at the same time. Although the 
panels can be removed and re-
installed, there’s no need to do that 

unless something unforeseen happens.

Beyond the condition of the roof 
itself, are there a lot of protrusions 
on it? Are there several large HVAC 
units or skylights? Other venting 
components? These can cast shade 
and lessen the productivity of panels. 
If your whole roof is needed to offset 
100% of your yearly energy usage, 
this may drop your offset coverage.

Are you looking 
for elevated ground 
mounts (carports) 
that can also provide 
shade? While this 
is a great option, if 
you are looking to 
have a third party 
finance the system 
and simply provide 
you with a new 
lower electric rate, 
this can decrease 
the available margin 
and make it harder 
to finance because 
of the additional 
cost to construct the 
carports. However, 

if you’re working with a grant or have 
the reserves or a donation to purchase 
your system, this can provide some 
nice additional benefits.

What is your rate schedule? This 
may be harder for you to determine 
but certain commercial accounts are 
set up differently and if your has a 
lot of demand charges, then solar 
may not be able to offset them as 
it primarily deals with your KwH 
charges. A call to a company like 
Renova, and giving them permission 
to download your electric usage data 
from Southern California Edison, can 
quickly provide you with the answer.

a Good Fit for
 By Lea Goodsell

Is

Many nonprofits have 

been able to install solar, 

including some of the Boys 

& Girls Clubs. Shown above 

is their Coachella location, 

which was installed by 

Renova Energy with money 

from an air quality grant.

February 16th, 2019
10 am - 5 pm

Renaissance Indian Wells 
Resort

For tickets and information visit:  DesertWomansShow.com

• Shopping
• Fashion Shows
• Wellness Speakers
• PLUS ~ Greater 

Palm Springs Food 
& Wine Festival 

http://www.halloweenpalmsprings.com
http://www.desertwomansshow.com


Page 66 Desert Charities News  –  desertcharities.com October/November/December 2018

www.pwtaxandaccounting.com

www.playclassicclub.com

Accounting - Bookkeeping - Tax Preparation
Quickbooks - Business Consulting

We have over 30 years of Experience in Accounting and Taxation for 
Individuals and Businesses of all sizes, entity types and industries

Member of:
National Association of Enrolled Agents (NAEA), National Associations of Tax Professionals (NATP) 
BNI Success Professionals, CA Society of Enrolled Agents (CSEA), Desert Business Association (DBA), 
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), Rancho Mirage Chamber, Palm Desert Chamber

(760) 625-5549
email: pam@pwTaxandAccounting.com

www.pwTaxandAccounting.com

TAX & ACCOUNTING

Professional   Personal   Proven
MBA | EA

Announcing the Venue at Venus
A production program within Venus De Fido where 
the mantra is “We love to make you feel good!” 

Venus De Fido Wellness Fitness and Events Center has launched the 
Venue at Venus, an Event Production program that offers extremely 
reduced room rental rates to local non-profit organizations who are 
willing to book their events at least 30 days in advance. 

Coachella Valley 
Non Profit Organizations 

have found their 
favorite local event space!

The announcement was made 
by the Venus De Fido founding 
CEO; Lorie Loftis on Sept 25, 
2018 who is passionate about 
creating opportunities that benefit 
nonprofits. The company has 
worked with many non profits and 
is currently in their third year of 
business. 

The Venue at Venus offers a 
compilation of 5 exciting event 
spaces nestled among many turn 
key focal points that any non-profit 
group will enjoy. The Venue at 
Venus has developed many events 
for local organizations like the 
Parkinson’s Resource Center, the 
Palm Desert Historical Society, 
Loving All Animals, and Cancer 
Partners to name a few.

About the Event Spaces: 
• The Indoor/Outdoor Café can 

be booked for a special event or can 
be used to host an impromptu walk 
in meeting. Live Music capacities in 
this leashed-dog friendly outdoor 
patio space and can be complied 
with other spaces. Groups of up to 
40 can enjoy the patio.

• The Indoor Park can be 
booked for special events and can 
be set up in advance with notice for 
Café service if your party is large 
and/ has dogs off leash. Makes for a 
great vendor hall space as well. This 
space has full AV Capacities with 
dance floor, bar and buffet options. 
Groups up to 150.

• The Outdoor Piazza can be 
booked for special events and can 
be set up in advance with notice for 
Café service if your party prefers 
this space. This space offers a VIP 
entrance and full AV Capacities 
with dance floor, bar and buffet 
options. Groups up to 75.

• The Group Fitness Room 
can be booked for group Fitness 

mailto:pam@pwTaxandAccounting.com
http://www.pwtaxandaccounting.com
http://www.playclassicclub.com
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Workshops and also serves as an 
additional room rental option 
for larger special events buffet 
service. This space offers a large 
wall projector to showcase digital 
media pertaining to no profit 
organization. Capacity up to 75 
theatre seating set up. 

• The Venus Lobby live 
entertainers love to play the 
Steinway in the lobby area which 
can be booked privately after hours 
or just rsvp table(s) for smaller 
groups for meeting with Cafe 
Service. Live Music capacities in 
this leashed-dog friendly indoor 
space Capacity up to 65

What’s more?  
Your organization does not 

have to rent a room or produce an 
event to benefit from the Venue at 
Venus non profit program turnkey 
fundraising opportunities during 
regularly scheduled events at the 
Venue at Venus. 

In house donation. This option 
allows your organization to receive 
a gift donated from Venus. This 
can be utilized to raise funds for 
your organization through an 
“opportunity drawing “ at any 
approved time. 

Charity Brunch Events. Enjoy a 
Private brunch or open your event 
to the public. Plan in advance to 
receive a percentage of the revenue 
collected donated back to your 
charity.

Add on to ticket price. 
Collaborate with the Venue 
at Venus to increase the ticket 
price for any given event. Your 
organization will be written a check 
for the total of the difference. 

Pre-purchase tables at any event 
and sell seats. Resell the seats a 
price of you choosing and keep all 
of the difference for your Charity. 

Non profit organization must 
have a valid 501(c03 fling to process 
receipts to account for the reduced 
room rental rates offered.

 The Venue at Venus is a program 
within the Venus De Fido Wellness 
Fitness and Events Center that has 
extensive experience producing 
fashion shows, trade shows , 
workshops, catered events and 
productions located in central 
Palm Desert. To book and event 
or reserve your organization to 
benefit from any of the turn-key 
fundraising options please contact 
the Events Department via email 
events@venusdefido.com or call 
760.834.7070. 

http://www.successmarketingfornonprofits.com
mailto:events@venusdefido.com


are served alongside large format 
handmade ice for that extra touch. 
Draft beer has been added to Pacifica 
Seafood Restaurant, which as locals 
know, is a big deal since they’ve only 
offered bottled beer for the past decade. Head 
in and order local and domestic favorites to pair with their new small 
plates. 

Pacifica Seafood Restaurant Gets Fresh With You 

A newly designed interior and patio at Pacifica Seafood Restaurant 
provide locals and visitors with a chic and cozy setting to accompany 
their meal. Take a seat at the refurbished bar, which not only boasts 
new spirit and food offerings, but a new look perfect for casual eats 
and drinks. Weekly specials, like Nightly Happy Hour from 3pm-
6:30pm and Half Off Bottled Wine Tuesdays, liven the week up, 
while their Sunset Dinner menu allows guests to order two courses 
for $22.75 per person from 4pm-5:30pm every night, plus they offer 
half off bottled wine during Sunset Dinners too. It’s a deal you don’t 
want to miss.

 A Perfect Perch at La Quinta Cliffhouse

La Quinta Cliffhouse is one of the desert’s most unique dining 
destinations, providing guests with outdoor cliffside seating, 
fireside tables and a bustling bar for sports. Arrive when they open 
and enjoy a nightly Sunset Dinner menu, which allows guests to get 
two courses for $22.75–call restaurant for times. Weekly specials will 
keep you coming in for more, with Monday Rib Night, Taco Tuesdays 
(and Thursdays), Half Priced Bottled Wines on Wednesday, Burger 
Fridays and Daily Happy Hour.

 It’s the perfect time to head in to two of the desert’s most popular 
restaurants. Whether it’s a casual night out with friends, or a tasteful 

Two of the desert’s most celebrated restaurants, La Quinta 
Cliffhouse and Pacifica Seafood Restaurant, are setting the bar 
high when it comes to the great food and drink offerings. Each 

restaurant provides an elevated bar and dining 
experience with the newly refurbished 

Pacifica Seafood Restaurant perched 
above El Paseo, and La Quinta 

Cliffhouse nestled cliffside. Even 
though they both offers striking 
views and great hospitality, it’s 
their latest bar offerings that 
are creating quite the buzz in 
the desert’s dining scene.

 For years, Pacifica Seafood 
Restaurant and La Quinta 

Cliffhouse have remained 
the desert’s preferred spots 

to gather for some of the best 
bar bites and happy hours around. 

Recently, they’ve amped up their menus, 
now offering fresh and exciting bites and drinks 

worth coming in often for. New to each are a half dozen seasonal 
craft cocktails that utilize housemade ingredients and top-notch 
spirits. A comprehensive selection of craft and small batch whiskeys 

Continued on page 77

La Quinta Cliffhouse and 
Pacifica Seafood Restaurant 
Are Raising the Bar and Lifting 
Spirits With New Offerings

In honor of Veterans 
Day, both Pacifica 
Seafood Restaurant 
and La Quinta 
Cliffhouse will offer 
free entrees to all 
veterans and active 
duty military on 
Monday, Nov. 12.

LA QUINTA CLIFFHOUSE
78250 Highaway 111, La Quinta

LaQuintaCliffhouse.com

PACIFICA SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
73505 El Paseo, Palm Desert

PacificaSeafoodRestaurant.com 
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Continued on page 77

Tip-A-Firefighter Event
Wednesday, October 24, 2018
The Old Spaghetti Factory,  
Rancho Mirage

3rd Annual Shop & Sup 
Saturday, October 27, 2018
Tommy Bahama Restaurant  
and Clothing Store

Teddy Bear Workshop
Monday, November 5, 2018
Loma Linda University  
Children’s Hospital

Monday, April 1, 2019
Loma Linda University  
Children’s Hospital

JIMMY CHOOse Children
Thursday, November 8, 2018 
Bighorn Country Club

Membership Tea 
Monday, November 12, 2018 
Tamarisk Country Club

Hearts of Hope Kick-off
Tuesday, November 27, 2018
Heather James Fine Art

3rd Annual Santa Stroll
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Loma Linda University  
Children’s Hospital Lobby

Cooking Demonstrations
Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Bighorn Country Club

Monday, March 4, 2019
Le Vallauris, Palm Springs

Girls, Guys & Giving
Monday, February 4, 2019
Indian Wells Country Club

Giving is Always in Fashion
Tuesday, April 2, 2019
Cuistot Restaurant, Palm Desert

2nd Annual Bunny Hop 
Sunday, April 21, 2019 
Loma Linda University  
Children’s Hospital Lobby

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

HEALING. HEALTHY. HAPPY.

There is nothing more satisfying that winning a grant. The feeling of 
satisfaction you get when knowing that someone else believes in the vision 
or mission of your nonprofit is second to none. It is 
validation for all the hard work and dedication you 
put into their work at a nonprofit. It means your ideas 
and work have attracted others in the field, and they 
are endorsing what you are providing. However, 
when your organization is heavily reliant on grants 
and donations, you live in panic of not knowing 
with the funding cycle will cease. You are at the 
mercy of others for your survival. It is precarious 
and honestly, a dangerous position for any 
organization. It puts your organization in a 
gambler’s funding cycle, with potentials for 
booms and busts.

The other potential pitfall is that you begin 
to tailor and alter your mission and your work 
to satisfy a granting organization. Slowly 
you begin it veer away from the original work, 
and begin to serve someone else’s agenda. 
It’s like being moved by a current. When you left 
the shore, you had charted your course, but as the 
current moves you from underneath, you suddenly 
look up and you cannot recognize the shoreline, you 
cannot see where you are headed and your maps no longer 
work. It happens slowly over time, but you are far away from 
your once carefully charted course. Essentially, you are no 
longer working within your intended mission, your staff is 
ridiculously overworked, and you are living under terms to which you do not 
remember agreeing. 

Fundraising addiction-how did it happen? You are in a financial 
crunch; it may have always been that way since you started the 
organization. You keep waiting for private donors to come in, but in the 
meantime, startup grants keep you operating, and keep the doors open. 
Grant money is a great way to establish and organization, or to provide 
money for new programming or program growth. But it cannot sustain an 
organization indefinitely. It can happen when you never establish a solid fee 
funding source, or a strong donor base. Sometimes it happens when you 
happen upon a funding crisis and the grants cover the cap, but you never 
recover fully from the financial crisis and cannot reestablish sustainable 
funding, and grants keep filling the gap. You begin to exhaust your reserve 
assets, and suddenly you’re driving on fumes (figuratively). Grants continue 
to save you, but you can never seem to catch up and get secure. You 
are afraid to show your financial weakness so you keep covering up your 
losses, afraid that funders will know of it, and stop making gifts. 

The Three Signs of Financial Weakness

•  Sliding away from Mission. You begin to slide away from your original 
mission. You begin to add more services or more types of clients. You 
begin to target types of activities or clients that are “hot” with funders. 
You begin to follow charity trends to attract new grants that focus on 
new giving trends or the new community need. It doesn’t feel like a 
compromise of values because you are still serving a need in society, but 
it is barely connected to your original mission or purpose. Eventually, you 
are forced to change your mission completely to truly reflect your actual 
activities. The worst scenario is you begin to do charity work in an arena 
you are not qualified to serve, and you sacrifice quality or passion for 
funding. 

•  Draining Assets. This occurs when you begin to drain reserves, 
endowments, or sell hard assets just to cover operating expenses. You 
continue to hope a financial windfall is coming and you promise to put the 
money back as soon as it comes in. But the promised savior never shows 
up and then you are simply empty of any real financial security. This can 
happen with or without board involvement depending on how attentive a 
board of directors really is. Without proper financial oversight by a board 
of directors, this can happen right under their noses. 

•  Keep wishing. This occurs when a board continues down a path of 
financial ruin, but keep putting off the hard decisions to cut back or close 
or merge, hoping for a wish for financial salvation to happen within the 
next 30 days. This can be in the form of a new big donor, a big win at a 
special event, or a big grant to be awarded. 

How to Turn Around the Ship. It may be time for an intervention. A 
small group of board members come together to state the problem. They 
will need to outline with a visual presentation the true vastness of the 
financial crisis. They will need to educate the remaining board members 
and staff as to the depth of the problem, and begin to brainstorm real 

The Dangers of Relying 
on Grant funding By Eve 

Fromberg 
Edelstein, Esq.

solutions which should include a no holds barred conversation about closure, 
layoffs, dissolution or merger. Fault does not truly matter unless there is criminal 
wrongdoing. It is not always about how it happened. Usually, everyone on 
the staff and board of directors have blood on their hands. Being a bystander 
makes one as guilty as those who took action in these situations. IN fact, board 
members who were not involved enough or weren’t paying attention are as 
responsible as those who took direct action. 

It may be time to hire consultants and other professionals. Usually staff 
is at a loss during these times, and may be too close to the problem to offer 

any solutions. Fundraising consultants, accountants 
and attorneys, grant writers, and strategic planning 

professionals may be helpful and have enough 
distance from the issues to offer new solutions and 
to think “outside the box.” Sometimes this situation 
arises because you are stretching staff, especially 
executive directors too thin. Another set of eyes 
and hands can make all the difference. While 

funds are low, hiring outside help may be the best 
use of the money that is left. Allow your ED to get 
back to what they do best, instead of trying to do it 
all. 

The key is after the crisis has passed, is to get 
back to the original mission. Brainstorm new ways to 

offer old services. Verify that your need is still relevant. 
Start campaigns to re-engage old donors and ask them 
to reach into their spheres of influence for like-minded 
individuals. Re-invent your image. Modernize your look 
and feel. Relaunch your organization in your community 

with an activity based on community outreach, 
not necessarily fundraising as its key activity. 
A “friend raiser” rather than a “fundraiser”. 
Explore a fee structure that can create a 
direct source of funding that is consistent 
and reliable, like a small membership fee, 

or a small increase to a current fee structure. 
Create a “widget” for sale based on your mission that you can sell to other 
organizations or to your community. 

For more information contact 
Josh Zahid at jnzahid@llu.edu 
or call/text 909.226.1085

mailto:jnzahid@llu.edu
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Desert caterers have some of  the best 
stories in the Coachella Valley’s event scene. 
They’ve seen legends and celebrities, they’ve 
witnessed surprises and unannounced 
guests, and they’ve blown guests away with 
the fi nest special touches imaginable.

But beyond that, and perhaps what means 
most to them, is that they’ve helped make 
these unforgettable luncheons, galas – and 
every kind of extraordinary event in between – 
happen.

Few would “dish” about some of the more 
salacious things they’ve encountered behind 

the scenes, but what they 
will tell you about is some 
of the outlandish ideas they 
have pitched to their clients, 
and much to their delight, 
sometimes their most creative 
visions are brought to life.

Chad Gardner, Event Designer 
and Culinary Artist with 
Dash and a Handful, shares 
one of his most memorable 
opportunities to transform 
the Merv Griffi n Estate in La 

Quinta into a mid-century 
Polynesian luau.

“The entire house and 
backyard became 
Polynesian paradise – 
complete with our guests 
being greeted with leis 
to a Hawaiian band and 
hula fi re dancers,” said 
Gardner.  “We roasted a 
suckling pig and had a 
raw bar with a Hawaiian 
poke station. We served 
traditional tropical drinks 
and food of  the 60s to 
go along with the mid-
century theme.”

The most out-of-the-box idea 
LuLu Catering and Events has 
ever executed came from a 
creative couple seeking to get 
married at the Palm Springs 
Air Museum. Their vision was 
far from ordinary. Imagine 
traditional wedding elegance, 
A Christmas Story (the movie), 
and Alice in Wonderland all 
tied together under one roof  
with glam wedding elegance. 

“Our team installed a massive 
display of eight, 6’x10’ murals 
of high defi nition photos of  

characters from Alice in Wonderland. This display 
worked as the anchor of a cascading candy 
station in which guests were made to feel like 
a kid again. We incorporated fi ne crystal jars, 
dishes and vases to bring a high-class touch to 
the fun, yet sophisticated, installation of Alice 
in Wonderland,” according to Emily Morison, 
Catering Sales Manager for LuLu Catering and 
Events.

“The highboy cocktail tables were far from 
conventional – using the bottom half  of  female 
mannequins, with cocktail table tops standing 
tall on long, curvy legs dressed in black 
fi shnet tights. These unique touches elevated 
the wedding from traditional to one-of-a-kind. 
The lasting impression our team experienced 
from working on a project with such creative 
demand lead to inspiring many future ideas for 
clients to come,” continued Morison.

Willie Rhine with 849 EVENTS & FINE CATERING, 
advises clients that no matter what size the event 
is, always pay attention to even the smallest details.

“It’s amazing how far a little presentation can go,” 
Rhine explained. “Events are all about feelings, 
experiences and emotions. Creating events that 
focus on providing positive emotions and greater 
than expected experiences is at the core of great 
event management. Provide uncompromised 
quality and impressive presentation – we eat fi rst 
with our eyes.”

Celebrity caterer, Mary Giuliani, offers this tip: 
Everyone loves a little something unexpected. At 
one party she put on, she moved the dining room 
table and chairs to a wooded area just outside the 
venue and sent guests outside (with cocktails in 
hand) to hunt it down. 

According to Entrepreneur magazine, caterer 
Maxine Turner contributes this insight that 
should be a standard for every good catering 
company. “A truly professional caterer is virtually 
invisible at the event, where the focus should be 
on the occasion itself. We don’t intrude. We’re 
not guests – we’re there to provide a service. 
Also, I don’t allow my staff  to talk to each other 
when they’re in front of  the client, other than to 
take care of  business. Even if  they have friends 
who are attending the event, I discourage 
them from stopping to talk. They’re there for a 
purpose, and that purpose is to serve the client.”

Desert Charities News has developed a listing 
of  caterers for you to review when considering 
catering and events companies for your next 
event. It’s an extremely helpful resource as you 
“shop” the many talented catering companies 
located here in the desert.

To view this listing, go to:
www.desertcharities.com/caterers.

By: Andrea Carter

Coachella Valley Caterers
The Masterminds Behind Some of the Desert’s Best Events
Desert caterers have some of  the best 
stories in the Coachella Valley’s event scene. 
They’ve seen legends and celebrities, they’ve 
witnessed surprises and unannounced 
guests, and they’ve blown guests away with 
the fi nest special touches imaginable.

But beyond that, and perhaps what means 
most to them, is that they’ve helped make 
these unforgettable luncheons, galas – and 
every kind of extraordinary event in between – 
happen.

Few would “dish” about some of the more 
salacious things they’ve encountered behind 

the scenes, but what they 
will tell you about is some 
of the outlandish ideas they 
have pitched to their clients, 
and much to their delight, 
sometimes their most creative 
visions are brought to life.

Chad Gardner, Event Designer 
and Culinary Artist with 
Dash and a Handful, shares 
one of his most memorable 
opportunities to transform 
the Merv Griffi n Estate in La 

The most out-of-the-box idea 
LuLu Catering and Events has 
ever executed came from a 
creative couple seeking to get 
married at the Palm Springs 
Air Museum. Their vision was 
far from ordinary. Imagine 
traditional wedding elegance, 
A Christmas Story (the movie), 
and Alice in Wonderland all 
tied together under one roof  
with glam wedding elegance. 

“Our team installed a massive 
display of eight, 6’x10’ murals 
of high defi nition photos of  

Coachella Valley Caterers
The Masterminds Behind Some of the Desert’s Best Events

http://www.desertcharities.com/caterers
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Your immune system may be the key to beating cancer.

lmmunotherapy, a new approach to cancer treatment, is bringing hope 
to cancer survivors everywhere. lmmunotherapy works by empowering 
your body’s own immune system to correctly identify and eradicate 
cancer cells. This approach has been used to effectively fi ght many 
types of cancer, with new research leading to greater hope each day. 
Speak with your doctor and visit standuptocancer.org/immunotherapy 
to learn if immunotherapy may be right for you.
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n  CVSPIN Continued from page 12

n  SWING FOR HOPE Continued from page 21

for Platinum Sponsors with several tiers available in between. Citizen’s Business 
Bank has stepped up to serve as a Platinum Sponsor, with Fullerton, Lemann, 
Schaefer & Dominick LLP involved at the Gold Sponsor Level and Redlands Ford 
taking part at the Silver Sponsor level. To learn more about sponsorships or to 
register to play, call 909-475-5437 or email catholicschools@sbdiocese.org.

 According to Austin Conley, III, CEF’s Director of Advancement for the past 
eight years, the Bishop’s Golf Classic has given many Inland Empire families the 
chance to broaden their children’s horizons through Catholic school education 
made affordable. Over the past 16 years, the tournament has raised well over 
$1.6 million dollars, vital funds which directly benefit individual schools and 
the Catholic Schools Endowment and Emergency funds supporting elementary 
and high school students. Last year alone, the event brought in $384,000. CEF 
is designed to breathe new life into struggling Catholic schools by directing 
scholarship funding to low-income students, many of whom go on to successfully 
graduate high school and advance into colleges and universities. 

The primary criteria for being awarded tuition assistance is need. Families 
apply for aid in March of each year, to take effect during the following school 
year. Nearly all of the families receiving assistance live below the poverty line, 
which, for a family of four, is $25,100 in annual income. During the 2017-18 
school year, tuition aid translated into direct help for 68 families or $4,000,000. 
With over 400 applications for scholarships last year, however, it’s clear to see 
why the Golf Tournament is critical to the continued ability of CEF to carry out 
its mission. 

Awards are reviewed and considered by a funding committee of nine 
individuals, consisting of school principals, diocese financial representatives 
and other school officials. There are five Trustees who support and govern the 
direction and outreach of CEF, acting with limited jurisdiction, including Michael 
Vanderpool, Charlie Johnson, Dr. Anne Cipta, Very Reverend Monsignor Gerard 
Lopez and Reverend Michael Sturn.

Conley reminds us that it was over 200 years ago when Sister Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, the foundress of Catholic schools in America and the first American 
canonized saint, opened Catholic schools to serve the Church, with an emphasis 
upon disadvantaged populations. Today, Catholic schools are a demonstrated 
way to reverse the cycle of poverty and bridge the achievement gap, while 
continuing to serve the Church and local communities. 

To make a donation, please contact Austin Conley, III at aconley@sbdiocese.
org or mail checks to: Diocese of San Bernardino Office of Catholic Schools, 1201 
E. Highland Avenue San Bernardino, CA  92404.  For more information, please 
visit sbdiocesecef.org. 

If you are thinking Tourism, both the Tour de Palm Springs (8,000 
riders & 20,000 visitors) and the Patriot Ride for our Heroes (1,000 riders 
and 4,000 visitors) are a Tourism Dream.  Riders from around the globe 
come to the Coachella Valley to enjoy our beautiful winter weather.  Plus 
they bring friends and family to stay, shop and eat at our fine dining 
establishments.  We are drawing riders from Australia, Canada, Mexico, 
Philippines and Romania.  With Canada, seven Canadian Provinces were 
represented in 2018 Tour de Palm Springs. It gives us great pleasure that 
we are also able to help the area’s economy by drawing visitors to our 
hotels, shopping, and restaurants.  

If you are thinking Charities, we donate to almost 100 local Coachella 
Valley Charities.  Every dollar raised in the Coachella Valley stays in the 
Coachella Valley.  In 2018, we generated $192,500 to help Nonprofits 
with their missions -- from All Desert Wellness to YMCA with so many 
in between.  To give you a brief idea of whom we serve proudly, 
contributions are made to award winning High School Bands and Cheer, 
Boys & Girls Clubs, Scout Troops, CVRM, United Cerebral Palsy, Rotary 
Clubs, American Legion Posts, VFW Posts, JR ROTC groups, and disabled 
Veteran groups throughout the Valley. Often we get to see the immediate 
reactions of our efforts with smiles on the faces of children receiving 
a custom made bike for their disability, or a band being able to take a 
school trip together, or a Veteran receiving a PTSD Trained dog.  So many 
success stories each and every year.  We are truly Blessed to be able to 
organize two single-day charity bike rides and the benefits last all year-
round here in the Coachella Valley. 

Thank you Tim Esser for your idea 20 years ago.  The Coachella Valley is 
a better place because of you and your desire to serve our community. We 
applaud you! 

Join us, Support us, and Ride with us for a Better Coachella Valley. 

n  DESERT RECREATION FOUNDATION Continued from page 20

Recreation Program which serves those with disabilities. The intent is to 
improve mobility, reach and maintain a healthy weight, and achieve a 
greater independence for its participants. In 2017, we were honored with 
the Innovative Program of the Year award (large district) for Adaptive/
Therapeutic Recreation Programming from the California Special Districts 
Association (CSDA).

Warm, bright, and always there, you can count on Desert Recreation 
Foundation to glow every day like the valley sun. The only difference is we 
shine 365 days a year, guaranteed. Just take a look at our shining DRF and 
DRD sun logos. 

Contact us. Just like a ray of sunshine, your help can bring warmth and 
growth to kids in our programs and activities. Donate today by calling 
(760) 347-3484 or by visiting DesertRecreationFoundation.org. 

760.548.1111

WEDDING + BIRTHDAY + LOCATION + CORPORATE

CHEEKYSPS.COM | BIRBAPS.COM | MRLYONSPS.COM | SEYMOURSPS.COM

F10 CATERING.COM

http://www.cheekwyswpws..cboirmbapws.wcowm.mrlyonwspwsw.c.osemymoursps.com
mailto:catholicschools@sbdiocese.org
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The McCallum Theatre 
announced today that one of 
entertainment’s most beloved 
performers, multiple Grammy 
Award-winning country music 
superstar and lifestyle entrepreneur 
Trisha 
Yearwood , 
will headline 
its Annual 
Fundraising 
Gala to be held 
on Wednesday, 
December 5. 
The always 
eagerly-
awaited annual 
event will 
honor leaders 
of one of the 
Valley’s most 
philanthropic 
organizations, 
The H.N. 
and Frances 
C. Berger 
Foundation 
Board of 
Directors and President, Ronald 
M. Auen for their longstanding 
commitment to enhancing the 
quality of life in the Coachella 
Valley.

Invitations for the performance 
and pre-show dinner at one of 
four restaurants will be mailed 
in October.  The restaurants are 
Cuistot, Jillian’s, La Spiga and 
Wally’s Desert Turtle.  Sponsorships 
start at $500 and may be obtained 
by contacting Nicole Moon, 
Manager of Events at (760) 776-
6186 or nmoon@mccallum-
theatre.org.

The co-chairs 
of the 2018 
McCallum Theatre 
Annual Gala are 
Helene Galen, 
Harold Matzner 
and Jan Salta.

Proceeds 
from this annual 
fundraising 
event help fund 
McCallum Theatre 
operations as well 
as arts education 
programs that 
bring training in 
theatre, dance, music and visual 
arts to more than 300 classrooms 
and 40,000 schoolchildren and 
educators each year at no cost 
to them.  These funds also make 
it possible to continue to bring 
world-class performances to over 
150,000 residents and visitors to 
the Coachella Valley annually.

The evening’s Honorees are the 
extraordinary Board of Directors 
of The H. N. and Frances C. Berger 
Foundation and its President 
Ronald M. Auen.   For more than 
thirty years, The H.N. and Frances 

C. Berger 
Foundation has 
been “helping 
people help 
themselves” 
by making 
incalculable 
contributions 
to the quality 
of life in the 
Coachella 
Valley and 
around the 
United States, 
including nearly 
$6 million 
dollars to the 
McCallum 
Theatre.

Through 
generous 

grants to healthcare, social 
services, education and cultural 
organizations, the Foundation 
has been a significant force in 
building and supporting innovative 
programs that have transformed 
thousands of lives.   McCallum 
Theatre is grateful for the 
Foundation’s longstanding support 
and is honored to shine a well-
deserved spotlight on its significant 
work.

Multiple Grammy Award-
winner Trisha Yearwood has been 
entertaining sold-out audiences 
for nearly thirty years.  With more 
than twenty Top 10 hits including 

“She’s in Love with 
the Boy,” “Walk 
Away Joe,” “How 
Do I Live,” “The 
Song Remembers 
When” and “XXX’s 
and OOO’s,” 
she is a country 
music superstar 
whose career has 
spanned multiple 
genres and 
entrepreneurial 
endeavors.

Yearwood 
returns to the 

McCallum for the first time in more 
than ten years following three 
years of a wildly successful tour 
with her husband Garth Brooks.  
She is the longtime host of 
Trisha’s Southern Kitchen on The 
Food Network, New York Times 
bestselling cookbook author and 
lifestyle icon.

n  HOW AN IDEA CREATED AN INDUSTRY Continued from page 24

n  PROVIDENT BANK Continued from page 28

n  LEADERSHIP MATTERS Continued from page 28

Part of that support offered by outside firms now comes from the tech 
sector. No longer do non-profits have to keep ledger books during an event; 
software dedicated to running fundraising auctions not only keeps track of 
winning bids and the like, but also provides data that is useful to charities 
long after the gala. Donors don’t even have to be at an event now to support 
a non-profit; bidding wars can take place between two people sitting on a 
beach somewhere, thanks to mobile bidding applications. 

Mitch-Stuart has been a leader in this non-profit support industry since its 
founders, Stuart Paskow and Michelle Cohen, first started offering charities 
the option to give frequent flyer miles in exchange for donations in 1993. It 
continued its leadership by offering travel packages on consignment in the 
mid-2000s. In total, the company has raised more than a billion dollars for 
charities, supporting an untold number of causes in the process. It’s that 
support industry – created by Mitch-Stuart – that helps non-profits do the 
good work so needed around the world.

are designed to help seasoned nonprofit leaders guide their organizations to another 
level.

In Fiscal Year 2017-2018 at CNA we offered a series of classes for Board members 
titled “Centering the Board” focused on Board Roles and Responsibilities, Board Ethics, 
and Board Finance and Funding. We also began our first Executive Coaching program 
providing group and one-to-one coaching for nonprofit leaders and managers. We 
also have a partnership with the Association of Fundraising Professionals to recruit, 
train, and manage a mentoring program for Development Officers and Fundraisers.

New Initiative - Emerging Leaders Program
Our mission is to challenge and inspire the next generation of leaders and help 

them develop a strong presence in nonprofit organizations. Today’s emerging 
leaders (ages approximately 20 – 40) are filled with innovative thinkers that can 
make a change in their communities. We strive to introduce and nurture thoughtful, 
passionate emerging leaders to enrich the nonprofit sector by providing them with 
the knowledge, experience, and support they may need to succeed and make a 
difference. 

Our objectives for this program are:
1. Create a stronger professional community - We want to empower emerging 

leaders to lead organizations that will improve the nonprofit community. We support 
emerging leaders, so they can come up with new, better solutions to address the 
needs of nonprofits and the people they serve. 

2. Develop a better understanding and acceptance of the importance of innovation 
and diversity - Every leader is different, and every organization has different 
needs they want to address. Through CNA’s workshops, training, coaching, and 
mentoring programs, we will help emerging leaders to develop skills, strategies, 
and methodologies for identifying the needs of the communities they serve and to 
develop innovative solutions. 

3. Achieve better results - The most effective development of leaders is achieved 
in programs where they practice what they learn in an environment that reflects the 
challenges they will face day-to-day. We will work with existing nonprofits to identify 
challenging projects that can be used as case studies to help in the development of 
our participants.

4. Finally, it’s important to network and build relationships with different 
organizations, and in this way, the members of our organization can become part of 
something more.

We are proposing the initial development of several key centers for this program 
throughout Riverside County including: Mecca/Coachella area, Palm Springs/Desert 
Hot Springs area, Banning/Beaumont area, Riverside/Moreno Valley area, and Hemet/
San Jacinto area. Each center will recruit, coordinate, and train local emerging 
professionals who are in school or who are working in nonprofits in each service area. 
These centers will provide a location for training, a meeting place for mentoring and 
coaching, and a resource center with access to research tools and materials.

CNA will identify organizations in each of the service areas willing to host the 
groups and develop a schedule of activities with each that best meets the needs 
of the emerging professionals that are attracted to the center. CNA staff will recruit 
candidates, oversee and manage the activities at each center and CNA consultants 
and trainers will provide the training and coaching for each location.

balance, non-profits can earn interest on their funds while still enjoying no monthly 
service charges and complimentary Online Banking.  

For more information about our Community Partnership Program, Community 
Advantage Checking or additional products and services we offer, please contact 
Provident Bank at (800) 745-2217 and or visit myprovident.com.  We are confident 
that Provident Bank will exceed your expectations.  

All rates, fees, terms and programs are subject to change without notice except as 
required by law.  2018 Provident Bank.  All rights reserved.  Member FDIC. REV0818

Trisha Yearwood to Headline 
McCallum Theatre Annual 

Fundraising Gala

Gala
WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 5

2018

 Trisha Yearwood

mailto:nmoon@mccallum-theatre.org
mailto:nmoon@mccallum-theatre.org
mailto:nmoon@mccallum-theatre.org
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n  WARING INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION Continued from page 56

spectacular merit,” Goldberg said. “Every writer deserves the opportunity to get their words out 
into the world.” Professors at UCR Palm Desert are top professionals in their fields, including Jill 
Alexander Essbaum, author of the New York Times bestseller, “Hausfrau,” David L. Ulin, one of 
the nation’s premier literary critics, as well as a Guggenheim Fellow and author of several prize-
winning books, and Stephen Graham Jones, a prolific, genre-defying writer of 23 books and more 
than 250 short stories.

“The program almost instantly matured me as a writer,” Navarro said. “The speakers, the 
professors, my classmates, they’ve all been a part in helping me grow and become a professional.”

Students specialize in a main genre of emphasis, like fiction, nonfiction, screenwriting, or poetry, 
but take cross-genre classes in other disciplines as well. 

“Our goal is simple: We will read and critique your work honestly and professionally with an 
eye, always, towards improving you and your work,” said Goldberg, himself a New York Times 
bestselling author of over a dozen books. “We’re all about helping people write what they want to 
write, what they need to write – and the new voices people need to hear.”

Support our emerging writers and the stories that have yet to be told by becoming a Palm Desert 
Center Partner. Find out more at palmdesert.ucr.edu/support, and designate UCR Palm Desert MFA 
in your donation.

Presentation also covers some of the social upheavals of this period, the 
role of women as well as a look at inventions, fashion, Art Deco, art and 
literature of the period. Only $40 a ticket, Key Player members receive a 
discount. Concert pianist, author, and USC keyboard professor Stewart 
Gordon presents a program on understanding the master composers on 
Jan 21, and concert pianist-composer John Bayless presents on Jan. 28. 

Thanks to grants from The City of Palm Desert, The HN and Frances 
C. Berger Foundation, BigHorn Golf Charities, and Anderson Children’s 
Foundation, The Waring partners with Parker Music Academy to provide 
hands on free music instruction to underserved students, especially in the 
East Valley. Free music outreach assemblies to local schools by young 
Waring artists and free busing for schools to the Spring Competition 
round out the Waring’s service to the Community. To adopt a school or 
find out more about our programs or how you can help, call 760-773-
2575.

Finally, if you want to hear gorgeous classical music and are interested 
in meeting young talent, the Competition needs volunteers. Volunteer 
positions include housing a contestant and parent in your home; offering 
the use of a practice piano during the Competition, transportation, and 
on-site competition services. 

•  Preserved sections of the Palms to Pines Scenic Byway, the only 
paved road through the Santa Rosa & San Jacinto Mountains 
National Monument, and provides dramatic views for tens of 
thousands of people whose only exposure to the Monument is by 
driving this road. These lands have also protected critical habitat in 
the heart of the range of the endangered peninsular population of 
bighorn sheep.

We have spent 30 years in conservation and have achieved many 
successes, but we know that without the support of future generations, 
our preservation efforts may be in vain. We have made it our mission 
to reach out to tomorrow’s leaders. We steward the land, support the 
National Monument Visitor Center, and educate the community. We 
go into the field with kids, lead hikes, and give classes. By doing so, we 
hope to reveal the wonders of the fragile desert and mountains we call 
home and instill an environmental awareness that will last a lifetime.

desertcharities.com

http://www.desertcharities.com
http://www.tristonecinemas.com
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n  CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY Continued from page 64

n  DESERT TOWN HALL Continued from page 62

After learning the process individuals go through to become an officer, 
it was interesting to hear each presenter share their career journey to and 
within the PSPD. Many shared how their passion for law enforcement 
began, how their roles affect their personal lives and why they continue to 
sacrifice so much to serve their community. How our officers are required 
to multi-task on a daily basis and face the unpredictability of dealing with 
humans who are having their worst moments was inspiring to all of us. We 
were made acutely aware of this most of all when we saw them in action 
on our ride-a-longs.

Each participant was given the opportunity to join a PSPD patrol officer 
for a four-hour shift or to sit in with a 911 dispatcher. Considered the 
“crown jewel” of the academy experience, joining an officer in a squad 
car is a rare opportunity. Sharing those experiences with each other 
expanded our knowledge of what officers deal with on every shift. 

As the weeks progressed, we learned how to better protect our property 
from thieves, tips to avoid online fraud, how domestic violence cases are 
handled, what really happens during an investigation, arrest and how the 
law enforcement process moves through to the District Attorney’s office 
and the courtroom. You’ll have to attend the academy to learn those 
details, but let’s just say there’s a lot of paperwork involved for our officers!

Whether the class was about the Search and Rescue Unit, S.W.A.T. or 
the K-9 Unit there was always something to learn and a new reason to 
appreciate our dedicated police force. Fourteen weeks of class may sound 
like a lot of time, but it’s time well spent. You’ll come away with a whole 
new understanding of law enforcement and how you can make your own 
community safer for everyone.

To support the Palm Springs Citizens Police Academy please send your 
donation to: Attention: Sgt. Raso, 200 South Civic Drive Palm Springs CA. 
92262. For more information on supporting the program, please call 760-
323-8115 or email Ryan.Raso@palmspringsca.gov
_____________________________________________________________

Mary Guinane, owner of The Write Answer, has been a fundraising 
copywriter for sixteen years. She’s provided compelling online, direct 
mail and collateral copy to engage donors and raise millions of dollars for 
regional, national and international organizations. To learn more about 
working with Mary visit www.twacopywriting.com or contact her via 
phone (712-281-5623) or email mary@twacopywriting.com.

of the tickets is tax¬deductible.  The lecture series is sponsored 
by a number of local companies, organizations and philanthropic 
individuals.

Serving as officers for 2018-19, the 27th season of the celebrated 
series, are:  President Keith Goff (Rabobank); Immediate Past 
President Andy Clark (111 Wealth Management), Vice President Judy 
Vossler (Landmark Golf), Vice President Brian Harnik (Roemer & 
Harnik), Treasurer Bill Powers (retired, Pacific Western Bank), and 
Secretary Phillip K. Smith, Jr. (Sunrise Company).

Members of the Board of Directors are: Jerry Fogelson (Fogelson 
Properties), Christoph Roshardt (Renaissance Indian Wells Resort & 
Spa), and Tom Tabler (Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa).

Staff for the series includes Becky Kurtz, executive director; Maria 
Cross, director of operations; Gina Irwin, executive assistant, and 
Lauren Nugen, program assistant. Nearly 40 dedicated volunteers, 
many of whom have been with the series since its inception in 1993, 
help to make the series a success every year.

Sponsors of the series include the presenting sponsor, The H. N. 
and Frances C. Berger Foundation, along with The City of Indian 
Wells, The Desert Sun, The Pool Store, Renaissance Indian Wells 
Resort & Spa, Roemer & Harnik LLP, Sunrise Company/Toscana 
Country Club, West Coast Turf/Foster-Gardner, Inc., and Valentine-
Dougherty-Clark/111 Wealth Management Group.

For more information about Desert Town Hall and tickets, call 
(760) 610-2852 or visit www.DesertTownHall.org. Follow Desert Town 
Hall on Facebook and Twitter. 

Last year the dedicated women 
of Palm Springs Pathfinders 
celebrated the 60th anniversary 
of their charitable organization’s 
founding with a sparkling 
diamond-themed fundraising gala. 
It was such a big success that it 
was hard to imagine how they 
could possibly top it this year. But 
top it they did, with their late-
February “Mardi Gras Ball.”

The Pathfinders transformed 
Thunderbird Country Club into 
a dazzling New Orleans Mardi 
Gras scene featuring iron-
railed balconies, colorful beads, 
Harlequins, and 4-foot-tall 
floral displays. Their imaginative 
feathered and bejeweled masks 
and sequined gowns added to the 
festive spirit.

The 225 gala guests were 
warmly welcomed by Pathfinders 
President Vickie Culver and 
the three energetic Mardi Gras 
co-chairs:  Ellen Scheuer, Judy 
Stone and Kathy Weber. They 
soon also met the leaders of 
the two organizations the 
Pathfinders benefit: B&G Club 
Chief Professional Officer Andrea 
Madrigal and Pathfinder Ranch 
Executive Director Chris Fife.

The gala’s cocktail hour gave 
attendees a chance to bid on the 
84 appealing items in the silent 
auction room and visit the high-
end boutique. Later, after dinner, 
they also participated in the live 
auction with auctioneer Kevin 
O’Callaghan. The 11 spectacular 
items, including a pair of earrings 
valued at $16,500, were all quickly 
snapped up.

Sponsorships, which all had 
New Orleans-themed names, also 
contributed to the gala’s success. 
Gary Malouf and Stacy and Aleks 
Renshaw were the “Galatoires 
Sponsors” while Smoke Tree 
Jewelers were the “Brennan’s,” 
Leeds and Son Jewelers the 
“Palace Café,” and Pacific Premier 
Bank, Thunderbird Only and the 
Weber Family the “Acme Oyster 
House.” Individual gift levels 

started with the “Bourbon Street” 
sponsorship of Vickie and Larry 
Culver, Dee Fery, Carolyn and 
George Hubman, and Kim and 
Leroy Olsen, continuing with “St. 
Charles” and “Canal Street.”

Among the attendees were 
Palm Springs City Councilmember 
Christy Gilbert Holstege, with 
husband and Boys & Girls Club 
Palm Springs Board President 
Adam Gilbert, as well as Joseph 
Roman, Lindsay Kaufman and 
Henry Hampton, Mary and Ray 
Adams, Marie and Birney Dempcy, 
and Stacy and Aleks Renshaw. 
Also: Ranch Board Members 
Jim Scheuer and Kim Smith, 
whose grandfather donated the 
land for Pathfinder Ranch, and 
Gary Malouf, whose mother 
was a Pathfinders founder.  Plus 
members of Culver’s Board of 
Directors, including the event 
co-chairs and Nikki Bianchi, Sarah 
Birkbeck, Kelly Downs, Sylvia 
Ender, Eve Fromberg Edelstein 
(who is also Pathfinder Ranch 
President), Annie Hall, Bonnie 
Harvey, Kathi Jesse, Toni Johnson, 
Becky Julien, Margaret Keung, 
Susan Linsk, Ty Rogowsky, Bib 
Scott, Susan Showman, Sandy 
Swett, and Nila Tatum.

The program, emceed by 
CBSLocal2’s Patrick Evans (he’s 
also a Pathfinder Ranch Board 
Member), was short and sweet. 
Culver acknowledged the event 
co-chairs, hard-working members, 
and Board members of both the 
Boys & Girls and Pathfinder Ranch 
Board. She noted the remarkable 
$7 million for the two entities that 
Pathfinders has raised since their 
founding.

As a result of the Mardi Gras 
Ball and their other fundraising 
activities, the Pathfinders were 
able to add  $122,000 more to 
their grand total–$61,000 each to 
Boys & Girls Club Palm Springs and 
Pathfinder Ranch, in recognition of 
this, the Pathfinders’ 61st year.

For more information, please go 
to palmspringspathfinders.org.

Palm Springs Pathfinders 
Celebrated 60th Anniversary

Mary Fromberg with daughters Eve Fromberg-Edelstein & Ty Rogowsky
Photo credit: Sandy Swett

By Anita Roark

http://www.DesertTownHall.org
mailto:Ryan.Raso@palmspringsca.gov
http://www.twacopywriting.com
mailto:mary@twacopywriting.com
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n  LA QUINTA CLIFFHOUSE & PACIFICA SEAFOOD  Continued from page 68

n  THE DANGERS OF RELYING ON GRANT FUNDING Continued from page 69

dinner with the family, Pacifica Seafood Restaurant and La Quinta 
Cliffhouse have you covered.

 “In honor of Veterans Day, both Pacifica Seafood Restaurant and La 
Quinta Cliffhouse will offer free entrees to all veterans and active duty 
military on Monday, November 12.” Pacifica Seafood Restaurant: 
73505 El Paseo, Palm Desert, CA 92260, PacificaSeafoodRestaurant.
com. La Quinta Cliffhouse: 78250 Highway 111 La Quinta, CA 92253, 
LaQuintaCliffhouse.com

Grants can be a useful source of funding. But the key is that is one 
of many streams of income. It cannot become the main source of 
income. A rule of thumb should be that grant money should comprise 
no more than 30% of your total income stream. Most organizations 
can withstand a reduction of 30% of its income if it plans for rainy 
days. When your organization is heavily reliant on grants, you put 
your organization at risk for financial ruin. Grant funders can be 
fickle, and shift funding focus quickly and without warning. There 
are even times when the effort for prepare a grant application or 
to account for grant gifts after they are awarded is not worth the 
money awarded. Always do a cost benefit analysis when deciding to 
apply for a grant. 

The ultimate goal is a diverse funding stream that includes some 
regular revenue streams made up of a balance of small individual 
donations, earned revenue, and contract work. The key to financial 
security is to have a long-term sustainability plan.

Eve Fromberg-Edelstein is a partner with the full service Palm 
Springs based firm of Fromberg, Edelstein & Fromberg, in which 
she specializes in real estate, estate planning, and non-profit 
organization counseling and advice. 

awareness of the many ways the public can get involved to improve 
the quality of life in the Coachella Valley.

Nominated by 4ShayJ Foundation, American Outreach Foundation, 
Animal Samaritans, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Desert, Braille 
Institute, Coachella Valley Rescue Mission, Family YMCA of the 
Desert, Shelter from the Storm, Inc., Steven B. Robbins Foundation 
and the Furry Angel Foundation, Walter Clarks philanthropic impact 
on our community is unmistakable. Using their resources for the 
good of all, shining a light on organizations that might otherwise 
struggle to be seen demonstrates the Walter Clark Law Group is 
dedicated to “changing the world, OUR world with a giving heart.” 

n  WALTER CLARK Continued from page 52

n  JILL & BARRY GOLDEN Continued from page 53

watched families come and go. Some of them took their children 
home. Some didn’t.

The Goldens committed the lead gift to support the opening of 
the Loma Linda University Children’s Health – Indio Clinic in the city’s 
downtown. The clinic’s Jill and Barry Golden Pavilion was named in 
recognition of their generous gift. The facility is the largest pediatric 
clinic in the area. The Indio project advances Loma Linda University 
Health’s commitment to healthier communities through its Vision 
2020—The Campaign for a Whole Tomorrow.

“My mission right now is to help families and kids,” Barry said. “To 
see a facility like this one brings a great feeling of satisfaction. This 
clinic in Indio will grow, and bigger things will come after it. There are 
so many ways to help, whether you share your time at the Santa Stroll 
or Bunny Hop, participate in local Guild activities or write a check. All 
those ways are equally important, because you’re supporting care for 
those deserving children. You’re either on board or you’re not. Right 
now, I’m on board, And Jill’s on board. And it’s a great feeling to know 
the right things are being done.”

More information about the Loma Linda University Children’s 
Health – Indio Clinic, please call 760-477-0733.

http://www.lavendarbistro.com
http://www.desertcharities.com
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www.givevision2020.orgTo learn more, please visit GiveVision2020.org.

rant is a patient who has grown up receiving  
care at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital.  
Due to Grant’s diagnosis, he and his family will  

continue to make frequent trips to Loma Linda University  
Children’s Hospital so that he can receive treatment during the holiday season. 

In 2020, we will no longer be able to use major portions of our Children’s Hospital for our 
sickest patients. With so many children and families, like Grant’s, depending on us for 
lifesaving care, we are embarking on a journey to build a new Children’s Hospital tower. 

As the only dedicated Children’s Hospital serving the Coachella Valley community, 
our wish this holiday season is to help children be healthy and happy. Give now to 
build hope for children like Grant this holiday season.

Give to  
Your Local  

Children’s Hospital.

This Holiday Season

G  
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www.revivalsstores.com

FIND YOURSELF 
 

DONATE 
SHOP 
VOLUNTEER

 
AT REVIVALS

http://www.revivalsstores.com



