
Global warming is when carbon dioxide and methane
(known as greenhouse gases) absorb and trap heat in
the atmosphere. Even a global rise of 1.5 or 2°C would
have catastrophic impacts.

The Coachella Valley is especially vulnerable. Climate
change is accelerating the drying up of the Salton Sea,
worsening air quality. Climate change is also already
causing stronger storms, larger and more frequent
wildfires, and increasing drought, which will only get
worse as the planet continues to heat. 

We’re on a path to heat the planet by about 3°C by 2100, which
would cause irreversible "tipping points," such as the melting of
the Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets. Sea levels could
rise by two meters or more, in addition to worsening storms,
wildfires, and droughts.

If global temperature rise is to be kept in the "safe" range (at 1.5°C),
widespread adoption of renewable energy such as solar and wind is

necessary as well as improved public transportation, use of electric vehicles,
and electrification of household and industrial energy use. These positive
actions are happening—though they’re needed at a faster pace, requiring

sustained government leadership, more private investment, informed
consumer choices, and strong citizen engagement.

Global warming is caused by deforestation,
agricultural practices, and the burning of fossil fuels.
Fossil fuels include gasoline in our cars, natural gas in
stoves, and coal used to generate electricity. Burning
fossil fuels also increases ozone and other air
pollution, harming those with asthma and other
cardiovascular and respiratory diseases.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

GLOBAL IMPACTS

LOCAL IMPACTS

WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO IT?
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